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8TBANOE    VISITORS 


Am  August  morning. 

Down  the  broad  oak  stairway  of  Grangeland 
Abbey  tripped  a  girl  of  some  nine  or  ten  years,  slim, 
with  small,  aristocratic  features,  violet-blue  eyes, 
fair  hair  floating  down  on  to  her  shoulders. 

The  great  haU  door  stood  open.  Lucille  paused 
at  the  point  of  the  stairs  which  afforded  a  glimpse 
of  the  hall  below,  and  its  entrance. 

On  one  of  the  steps  leading  down  to  the  drive 
stood  LuciUe's  father.  Sir  Evelyn  Lee,  a  man  of  tall, 
commanding  stature,  spare,  dignified;  now,  with 
head  inclined,  he  was  listening  to  some  final  words 
wud  by  a  man  on  horseback  who  was  bending 
towards  him.  Lucille  could  not  see  her  fether's  face, 
but  somehow  even  the  glimpse  she  had  of  him  sug- 
gested  a  weight  of  anxiety,  a  load  of  care  restmg  on 
those  usually  upright  shoulders.  The  profile  pf  the 
horseman  she  could  see  distinctly  ;  on  his  brow  was 
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•"W.  Ut.  with  .  .i„gfe  f„u^  „ 

U.eh,gh  ch„k.bone.™gge.w  S«.tch  d«lt    ^ 
nder  wu  dressed  in  W*K««.  *     •  . 

eqmppjd  „  ».  ,ho  „.  .bouf  tolT '     '  "" 
«„•«  J  •'^    ^'^  "poicen  fix)in  an  UD-staini 

I^vror.    M«Icmo.,elle  w«  .  „„„d  deeper,  „d  ij 

fetberw„  the  .„e  who  hj^^  ? '77  ,'"' 
night  »d«.  .wakened  her  fi„r4.'"''"^''' 

and  stRM  of  life,  to  underatand  a  liltl.  .t  7 

Ine    hand    of   MaAfpr    nii..      /^  *«Krei. 

heavily  on  the  bad^^        "  ^"'*'"   •«*«J 
/       me  back  of  the  nation,  causing  those  to 
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■toop  who  would  otbenriM  have  held  thenuelvct 
erect* 

Dame  Marjorie  Lee  was  by  descent  a  De  Saumarei. 
a  noble  French   family,   with   wide  powewions  in 
Picardy.     When  Sir  Evelyn  first  married  he  had  not 
inherited  the  Grangeland  Abbey  estate,  or  the  title 
which  went  with  it.     The  young  couple  had  settled 
on  the  Picardy  property,  which  needed  the  supervision 
of  a  resident  owner,  having  been  somewhat  neglected 
during  his   wife's  minority;    he  had  consequently 
been  absent  from  England  during  those  troublous 
times  when  the  nation  was  devastated  by  Civil  war ; 
King  and  Parliament  playing  a  game  of  hazani,  with 
the    hves   of  good  Englishmen  as  the  dice,  and 
supremacy  over  the  fairest  Uuid  in  the  world  as  the 
stake. 

Master  Cromwell  had  won ;  King  Charles  had  paid 
the  penalty.   Evelyn  Lee  had  more  than  once  longed 
to  come  and   thrust    himself,  his  swoid,  and  his 
fortune  into  the  conflict,  to  take  the  side  of  the 
King,  but  his  wife  had  restrained  him.     Had  he 
been  on  this  side  of  the  Channel  the  task  would 
have  been  more  diflicult,  but  on  the  De  Saumarez 
estate  in  Picardy  there  was  little  opportunity  for 
hearing  English  news  until  it  had  grown  stale  by 
months  of  waiting. 

The  family  had  been  settled  at  the  Abbey  for 
nearly  a  year  when  the  nation  was  once  more  stirred 
to  Its  depths.    Scotland  opened  its  arms  to  the  young 
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a»«rl«.  C^omweUhMtened  to  in^tthedanger  which 
thmtened.    The  heart,  of  loyd  men  beat  quickly ; 
™«b  hanging  on  the  walk  of  armourie.  thiough- 
out  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  were  taken 
down  and  poli.hud  to  a  fine  glow.    Sir  Evelyn  Lee 
w-  one  of  the*  men.  .tirred  by  the  revival  of  a  new 
hope,  ready  to  Uy  down  life  and  fortune,  if  occadon 
•erved,  on  behalf  of  the  Prince  whom  he  regarded  as 
bu  rightful  lord. 

Thi.  time  the  influence  of  Dame  Marjorie  Lee 
might  have  been  inoperative,  although  she  would 
•till  have  held  him  back;  but  another  caui«  .uper- 
vened  which  entaUed  quiewence.  Sir  Evelyn  caught 
«  chiU,  which  brought  on  jaundice ;  he  had  only  now 
rwen  from  the  bed  of  convalescence,  and  was  still 
physicaUy  unfit  for  the  labours  of  a  campaign  ;  this 
feet  undoubtedly  saved  him  from  the  consequences 
of  those  days  of  disaster. 

The  man  on  horseback  rode  away;   Sir  Evelyn 
turned  into  the  house.    LuHUe  ran,  as  she  was  wont, 
to  ffreet  her  fether ;  thest  two  were  always  first  down 
in  tiie  morning.    She  stopped  suddenly,  warned  by 
the  look  on  his  fece,  it  was  so  fiUl  of  anxiety ;  his 
eyes  expressed  the  fact,  that  his  thoughts  were  fiu- 
removed  from   the  spacious  haU  in  which  he  was 
standuig,  with  its  antlered  heads  on  the  walls,  its 
polished  boards  beneath  his  feet. 

Lucille  knew  that  her   father    was   filled  with 
anxiety;  the  man  who  had  just  ridden  away  had 


k-an\.iiii;i 
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lin|»rted  aome  information  which  had  itirrad  him  to 
his  depths,  perhaps  a  foreboding  of  coming  ill. 

The  child  moved  silently,  and  passed  into  the 
breakfast-room ;  her  father  had  not  pcn«ived  her. 

During  the  days,  and  even  nights,  which  followed 
there  was  a  sense  of  something  in  the  air,  something 
impending,    to    be   hoped    for— or    to  be  fearad. 
Lucille  found  henelf  more  alone  than  usual,  shut 
out  from  the  companionship  of  her  parents,  who  were 
closeted  a  great  deal  together.    Sometimes  the  child 
walked  with  MademoiseUe  Levrier  in  the  park,  more 
often  she  had  a  gallop  on  her  rough-haired  Dartmoor 
pony;  if  her  expedition  extended  beyond  the  park, 
which  covered  a  space  of  three  or  four  miles,  a  groom 
attended  upon  his  young  mistress ;  generally  Lucille 
preferred  to  be  alone,  and  would  gallop  on  the  soft 
sward  between  the  high  walls  of  the  Orangeland 
Abbey  domain. 

Messengers  came  to  the  house  at  odd  hours;  Sir 
Evelyn  always  received  them  himself.  LuciUe  longed 
to  be  grown  up  that  she  might  be  admitted  to  the 
confidence  of  her  elders. 

One  afternoon,  about  a  week  later,  she  was 
returning  alone  from  an  expedition  after  wild 
flowers ;  Mademoiselle  Levrier  was  keeping  to  her 
room  with  a  bad  headache.  The  afternoon  sun  filled 
the  landscape  with  a  soft  heat  haae ;  on  the  previous 
day  rain  had  fallen  somewhat  heavily ;  now  a  warm 
mist  obscured  the  vaUeys  and  thickets,  giving  them  a 
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^      ^^u^  ""^  •'  th.  Uck  of  S 

through  th.  p«i.,  brfor,  thi.  ^i„  w„  „„^,. 
U»d.  on  which  h«d.  of  d«rln,w»d  7^,1. 
«.r  to  th,  north  «.  .  pirt««,„,  ^uj^  ™  • 

to  W  righlh«d ,  fron,  h«  left  d«gW  th.  .tring, 
^hT      T-  ^"^  -^  "-""^  from  th.  ,0^ 

»fe-.  th,  ho«,  WM  grey  with  lich«,.  with  .  tumt 

«d  crenellated,  oveigrown  with  i™ 

Suddenljr  the  child  rtopped.  She"  h.«d  .  „,rtling 
««  h«.  U,e  ««nd  of  «.„eone  0,  »ra.thing„ovi^ 
trough  the  u^tegto^  81»h^d„ofcJ..JZ 
U-t  cuno-ty  which  »J,..  walk.  i„  the  countn,  „ 

^:  '»'«'»•"»  "ghf  «d  «»«1.  rf  N.TJ 
P>»Ubly  the  .„i„j  .pp^u      h„  ^  .  r^- 

Tfrr""  of  the  h«d  which  hed  .t«y.d  Z 

A  minute  Uter  die  uttered  .  ny  of  .urpri*.    -n, 
u^xpecUd   h«l  happen^.    ^  „^^;  ^h* 

V..W     Oneof  then.  h«Jonlyju.t«hi.vedm«J,ood , 
»".  f«e  w«  ...rthy  «rf  d«lc.  hi.  ««  long  .»d 


t  M 
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■quiliM,  hii  Upt  ftdl,  hii  chin  raggntMl  •  certain 
■trength  of  character,  but  a  dimple  in  the  roiddie 
indicated  that  iti  owner  might  eaffilj  be  moved  to 
laughter.    The  clothe*  he  wan  wearing  were  of  a  rich 
texture,  blue  velvet  crotMcd  with  silver  lace,  and  a 
plumed  hat  upon  his    head,  but  the    whole  wae 
bedraggled  and  mud-ttained.    The  second  man  was 
■oroe  down  yearn   older,  broad  and  fine-looking; 
much  handMmer,  Lucille  thought,  than  the  dark- 
browed  youth  who  had  fint  attracted  her  attention. 
For  a  moment  she  felt  tempted  to  run  away  ;  then, 
summoning  her  courage  to  her  aid,  she  drew  herself 
up  to  her  Aill  height,  nothing  very  stupendous,  am? 
reminded  herself  she  was  the  heirass  of  Grangelan  . 
Abbey. 

The  strangers  bowed  to  her,  hat  in  hand. 

**  Do  you  know,  gentlemen,  that  this  land  is  private 
property  ?  it  belongs  to  my  father.  Sir  Evelyn  Lee." 

The  young  man  smiled ;  as  he  did  so  his  eyes 
lighted  up,  and  assumed  an  attraction  which  had 
been  lacking  before. 

"I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,"  he  said,  ♦*  we  suspected 
as  much,"— glancing  towards  his  companion,  "but 
were  not  quite  sure.  Your  father  is  a  very  good 
friend  of  ours,  Mistress " 

**  My  name  is  Lucille,"  she  prompted,  with  a  shy 
dignity  which  was  infinitely  becoming. 

«  Mistress  Lucil'e !— I  thank  you  for  the  introduc- 
tion ;  you  wiU  forgive  me  if  mine  is  not  proffered  in 
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wtniii  I  It  will  b.  Ut  fcr  biHJi  our  «iM»  Ibr  !»•  t« 
nnmin  unknown^  «»  ««•  wrmt  to 

••  ■oon  ••  m.jr  be  to  your  falW." 

"  BrtUr -tilK  If  8lr  Eveljn  «„  b,  p,,^^  ^ 
eometou.    "^ -V  to  U^  hou...  whl^uTov!; 

•y.  but  Inconvenient  to  tho«  who  have  .  w«,  to 
rwndn  unobumed." 

.  il^  t!!ir  '•  *::.*^'"  "*^'"  '^'^  voi„„t..«d; 

•«  he  hM  been  out  but  little  of  late." 

"I know"  the  young  n»n  Interrupted,  -he  hw 
been  ill.  otherwiie  I  am  well  «Mmsd  that  Sir  Evelyn 
would  have  been "  ^ 

"H'ttr  hit compMion  interrupted, ••the twee  m.. 
have  CUB.**  ^ 

-If  io.  they  htve  •  mott  Inconvenknt  idft''-he 

turned  to  Lucille  undn  ««H«Jt-  • 

A^ucuie  again,     kindly  communicate  with 

your  father  a.  4  ickly  aa  po«ilble,  but  to  hi.  ear  onlT  • 
teU  him  two  rtrmiger.  ^k  hi.  a«i.tanoe,  and  tlit 
cne  at  leart  ha«  a  right  to  a.k  hi.  -ervice.--then,  wm 
•  dignity  about  the  way  the*  hurt  wo«b  wenj  «ud 
which  imprened  the  child'i  understanding 

7 *T!1!  «^.,f'^^y^  '^'^^  -Ae  cried,  .^  ,  ^  «,„ 
my  father  will  come  Immediately.** 

LudUeiped  -cro-  the  gn«  as  &rt  a.  .he  could 
run.     TTie  two  genUemen  stood  watching  her,  the 
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©whwiging  bnuH  h«  M  th«  tnm  hklitiK  th«m  horn 
^n^i    iMfrtMp  thry   thcHiicht   4ir   nwiilr  •   prrttr 
pl«  tun.,  her  Mr  hiiir  fkwtiiiK  wl  UtMnd  hrr.  Klint. 
ing  with  gold  M  Ui«  iun-    my.  «,i«|  up«,  it , 
perhap.  th^ir  mind*  were  too  intmt  on  the  idlkir 
which   had  briHiffht  them  there,  «kI  the  m*d  for 
•ction  which  \my  befow  them,  to  give  her  a  thought. 
The  child  fiMind  her  father  pacing  up  and  down 
«n  the  terraccfl  walk.  hi.  he^l  bent.  hi.  Ufi  hand 
on    the    :  ilt    of   hit  .wottl.     Now    and  again   he 
•tmightened  himiwlf  a-  if  fired  by  wme  new  idm, 
but    the    reaction  came  afterward.,   betok**^  rt^  « 
greater    deprcMion.      Although    convalew^n      gir 
Evelyn  wan  Rtill  feeling  the  effbctn  of  hi«  iUncw. 

LuciUe  ran  up  to  him.  He  turned  sharply  at  the 
■ound  of  her  footntepis  as  one  does  who  ia  on  the 
alert  for  newg. 

"What  bit,  my  child?" 

She  had  arrived  breathle» ;  it  waa  a  minute  or 
two  before  the  could  ipeak  : 
**  Two  gentlemen  wish  to  spedc  to  you,  father.* 
"Where  are  they?" 
"  At  the  edge  of  the  brake." 
"  Why  have  they  not  come  to  the  Abbey  ?" 

"I  think   they  did  not   widi  to  be  i«n;   they 
looked " 

"Yes?" 

"  As  if  they  had  come  a  long  way." 

"  I  wiU  come  at  once,"  Sir  Evelyn  announced. 
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r«ine  tUTOrf  bKk  without  mother  worf;  her 
^P«ng  .jy  her  rfde.  Uey  f«„d  the  t« 
gentlemen  e«ctly  „  d,e  h««i  left  them. 

Sir  Eveljj^,  „tte«d  .„  e,ch™.t,o„ ;  what  it  .nomt 

Theyounger  mm  took  .  .tep  f„n™rf.  sir  Evelyn 
■-.^ned  up  to  hin,  «d  .t  on«  did  «,m.thing  wS 

kn.o„^e«„«,„d™i.d  the  young  ™„.h«d 

"You  are  Sir  Evelyn  Lee?'' 

"  At  your  service,  Sire." 

"  A  poor  «rvice,  i'feith.     I  .„,  but  .  fugitive.- 

"The  fortune  of  war,  and  wmewhat,  perchance, 
the  ™^.ge  of  ,y  fri,„^  j^^  me  i„t»du« 
one  of  the  mort  faithflj  of  then, ;  Sir  Evelyn  iT 
thw  M  my  Lord  Milton."  ^       * 

•ne  two  thu.  i„trodu«d  bowed  ««I  Aook  h«,d* 
We  have  no  time  to  l«e,-  Lorf  Milton  ™gg«rted 

have  touched  them  a,  we  lay  in  a  ditch  «,me  tC 
m.I«away  a,  the  crowflies."    M  he  spoke  hefli^rf 
«.me  dry  mud  off  his  knee-breeches 
The  young  m«,  struck  in  :  «  We  look  torou.  Sir 

■t    Once  on  the  other  side  of  the  Avon,  my  L^ 
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here,  knows  of  a  route  by  which  we  can  escape  to 
the  coast,  a  friend  supplying  horses.'" 

Lucille  had  stood  listening  to  this  convemtion 
with  both  eyes  and  ears  wide  open ;  some  instinct 
told  her  that  events  of  great  import  wer«  being 
transacted  in  her  presence.  It  was  the  child's  first 
glimpse  of  actual  romance,  for  which  aU  the  mysteri- 
ous happenings  which  had  gone  before  had  prepared 
her  mind. 

"Come  further,  Sire,  under  the  shadow  of  the 
trees  ;  some  of  the  windows  of  the  Abbey  command 
this  spot ;  in  these  days  servants  are  not  altogether 
to  be  trusted ;  some  of  ours  have  only  been  with  us 
a  short  while." 

Sir  Evelyn  moved  further  back  into  the  thicket 
followed  by  the  two  strangers,  LuciUe  bringing  up 
the  rear.  »    8    F 

When  the  trees  overshadowed  them  completely. 
Sir  Evelyn  stopped,  then  he  turned  and  said:  «I 
think  I  can  do  better  than  you  propose,  Sire ;  to  get 
to  the  river  you  must  cross  the  open,  some  eyes  would 
be  sure  to  be  upon  us,  a  hue-and-cry  would  be  raised 
immediately,  and  we  should  all  pay  the  penalty." 

"What  would  you  suggest.  Sir  Evelyn ?"  Loid 
Milton  asked  eagerly;  **time  presses;  we  cannot 
have  more  than  half-an-hour's  start  at  the  out- 
side." 

"  I  have  a  hiding-place  into  which  no  one  wiU  ever 
penetrate ;  only  two  persons  are  aware  of  its  existence, 
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"•y  wife  D«m.  M«.jorie  Lee,  and  my^t;  ™„  .„ 

beZri  ^7  ":  ''™'^'  ^  ■""-»"«•  will  not 
be  foigotten  when  happier  day,  come,-_the  voun„ 
™n  A™gg«i  hi.  .h„„,de„  „d  ,.    h^,  „^;r:« 

MiZlC^:'""«""'*""*»«-P'-'"Lo«J 
"You   may  rest  awured,"  Sir  Evelyn  responded 

"Mind  you,  they  wiU  know  the  direction  in  which 
we  have  come;  this  estate  will  be  under  s^iln 

of  Sir  Evelyn  Ue,  else  we  should  not  be  here ;  every 
ibcket  and  glade  will  be  searched,  every  «,vert  ^ 
^  pncked  by  the  trooper ;  no  underg^wth  mil 
dense  enough  to  hide  us  for  long."       **    ^  ^"  *^ 
Sir  Evelyn  bowed  gmvely:  «I  will  take  aU  risk 
you  may  trust  me.  Sire."  ' 

Theyoungman  stretched  out  his  hand;  his  face 
assumed  a  look  which  made  Lucille  doubt  her  forlt 
judgment  as  to  his  ugliness. 

« I  do  trust  you,''  he  said,  « I  place  myself  with 
entire  confidence  in  your  hands.-  ™3^««^*  ^ith 
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-  Thank  you,  Sire,  with  aU  mj  heart.'' 
**Thi«  is  no  time  for  fine  speeches,"  Lonl  Milton 

■aid  almost  roughly,  a  shade,  of  jealousy  perhaps,  had 

passed  across  his  face. 
"  I  will  lead  the  way,"  Sir  Evelyn  answered  at  once, 

**if  you  will  kindly  follow.  Sire." 
Lucille  wondered  what  could  be  in   her  father's 

mind ;  she  thought  she  knew  every  glade  of  the  park, 

and  could  think  of  no  hiding-place ;  she  followed  with 

much  ciuiosity. 

Sir  Evelyn  struck  a  narrow  -  .th  which  wound  in  and 
out  among  the  trees,  going  further  and  further  away 
from  the  Abbey.  Lucille  knew  this  led  to  some 
ruins  in  which  once  she  had  sought  to  play,  but  had 
been  warned  not  to  do  so  because  of  the  sacred 
character  and  history  attaching  to  these  stones. 

They  reached  an  open  space;  in  the  centre  was  a 
ruined  chapel,  which  had  been  once  used  for  service  by 
the  resident  chaplain  of  the  family  ;  this  was  in  the 
days  before  the  Reformation.    Since  then  the  building 
had  been  aUowed    to  fall    into   decay;    bramble, 
dimbed  about  it,  and  wreathed  themselves  within 
the  unglazed  windows.     The  structure  had  been  very 
firmly  built,  and  buttressed,  or  it  would  have  suffered 
more  by  the  neglect  of  years.     Grass  grew  in  the 
interstices  of  the  stones,  and  on  the  floor  of  the 
building,  upon  which,  in  the  winter,  the  rains  of 
heaven  beat,  penetrating  between  the  open  rafters  of 
the  roof,  and  driving  in  through  the  windows. 


■'■aa  -^'t.-s'.'*^  >- 
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h!1'     j  'T'/'*^  *"«•  'l""'  "  »  th.  night. 
b»«,  -a  W  given  it  .  .id,  berth  ev«,  by  iy 

Some  of  the  older  «rv«t.  of  the  Abbey  hii  ij. 
P«t.d  to  the  d.ild  the  .«pe„titi«,  with  „g.rf  I 
the  pl«e  which  obtdned  in  the  neighb«arl37th. 
ghoet.  Oat  were  ™ppo«d  to  wjk  in  the  fo^tten 
«d«.  the  «.un^of  „,en.n  «rvi„  which  floaTu^ 
the  «r  conung  from  the  ruined  ch.pel  after  night&U. 
No  ™n    or  womw,  in  the  district  would   have 
P«ed  th«ugh  the  thicket  to  that  destination,  after 
tte  »n  iu^  ^t,  for  «,y  con,ide»tion  whatever.   But 
even  LucUe  understood  that  these  ciram„tance. 
would  not  weigh  with  any  soldier  who  should^^ 
in  pursuit  of  the  fiuntives     WK..  „     ■    i.  T  7 
mind?    «,.  ..r,™*""^'*-     What  was  m  her  father's 
™nd  ?_the  child  was  on  the  tip-toe  of  curiosity  «,d 
"pectation.    She  realized,  too.  that  her  father  h«l 
quite  fo,g„tten  her  presence ;  beneath  was  a  lurking 
knowledge  ta  had  he  seen  her  he  would  have  s^ 
l»r  away ;  she  had  consequently  hung  back  through- 

•'  Is  this  a  ruined  chapel.  Sir  Evelyn  ?  "  the  young 

■n«i  questioned,  "it  seem,  to  begiven  up  toUtsand 

owls;  you  did  not  bring  us  here,Ttake  ft,  to  o^Tf 

parable  of  the  fortunes  of  our  House  ?  -    '        "^^ 

^«No.g;    .but  to  afford  you  a  safe,  and  unsuspected, 

As  he  spoke  Sir  Evelyn,  to  make  sure  no  one  was 
foUow^g.  turned  round.    Hen,  for  the  first  time,  he 
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perceived  that  LudUelmd  come  with  the  party  He 
Voke  to  her  more  duuply  than  he  h«i  ever  done  in 
his  life: 

"  You  ought  not  to  have  foUowed,  child ;  I  thought 
you  had  returned  home." 

LuciUe's  face  feU,  and  her  eyes  filled  with  tean. 
llie  young  man  interposed,  resting  his  hand  on  her 
rfioulder,     «  Ut  her  come,  Sir  E  velyn,''  he  said, «  she 
will  no   betray  us,  of  that  I  am  assured  -  he  lifted 
thechJds  <*,„  and  looked  into  her  eyes,  then  he 
kii^d  her  hghtly  on  her  forehead,  between  the  stmnds 
of  herhair.    «      „ promise  to  keep  silent?"  he  said. 
Yes,  quite,  r^uite ! " 
- 1  know  you  will ;  you  were  my  first  friend ;  I 
•aw  you  with  the  sun  kissing  your  pretty  hair,  I 
thought  ,t  a  vision  and  omen  of  hope  " 
These  words    remained    imprinted    on ,  Lucille's 

Z's^Hru,*^""^  '°'«°**^"^  *^*^°"«»>  they 
•we  said  Oightly  enough. 

fflrEvelyj.  looked  .t  hi.  daughter  with  pride  ««1 
affection  in  his  eyes. 

"She  i.  .  g»d  child,-  he  «id,  « but  doubtle«  h« 
the  diaabiUty  of  her  »«." 

"Yet,-  the  young  man  averred,  "have  I  known 
-omen  who  could  keep  their  cL^.,  'S'Z 
"^^t  -et,  a.  weU  a,  any  n»n,  perhaps 'hJtt^' 

to  underrtand  the  nature  of  »  p„„i«,  ^^  ^ 
cunou.  child  and  old  beyond  her  year^" 
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The  young  man  looked  at  LuciUe  with  a  penetrat- 
ing  gaie,  as  if  he  would  read  her  very  soul     The 
child  met  hi.  eyes  with   frank   trustfulness;  there 
was  wmething  in  them  differing  from  ^y  she  had 
■een  before,  large,  brown,  deep.     She  could  not  find 
»  comparison  in  her  short  experience  to  illustrate 
what  she  felt;  had  she   been  abh    the  suggestion 
might  have  come  to  her  of  a  well,  apparently  with 
only  s  modicum  of  water  in  it  when  first  noticed, 
but  as  you  looked  down  and  your  eyes  grew  ac- 
customed  and  focussed  upon  it  you  realized  there  were 
depths  beneath. 

This  young  man  went  through  life  leaving  upon 
the  majority  the  impression  of  carelessness,  a  love 
of  ease,  a  desire  to  take  ever  the  path  of  least 
difficulty,  but  to  the  few  who  saw  beneath  there  was 
a  fixedness  of  wiU,  a  strength  of  character  underlying 
that  surface  effect  almost  calculatingly  produced. 

« I  believe  you,  Sir  Evelyn ;  I  should  like  to  have 
her  on  my  side  all  my  life." 

They  were  aU  by  this  time  within  the  ruined 
chapel  of  the  Lees;  Lucille,  as  before,  last.  The 
evening  sunlight  came  in  through  the  open  door. 
Sir  Evelyn  passed  round  behind  what  had  once  been 
a  stone  altar,  now  with  a  great  crack  across  it,  in 
which  various  mosses  had  found  habitation.  Behind 
this,  again,  on  the  north  side  was  the  suppwting 
column  of  the  roof;  above  came  the  span  of  the 
chancel  with  a  similar  column   meeting  it  on  the 
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oth«  tUe.  Sir  ETdjm  apfMrmtlj  iwted  againrt 
tbt  •iooe-work.  At  he  did  w  it  b«g«n  to  mon^ 
rehiring  btckwwd.,  di«loring  •  tpwe  in  the  column 
^-ide  enough  to  admit  a  man. 

He  turned  round  and  said:  "TW.  way,  8iw;» 
then  diiappeared  from  view. 

Tlie  young  man  foUowed  with  alacrity,  Lord  MUton 
immediately  afterward..  Ludlle  did  not  go  in,  but 
awaited  permimon  in  the  chapel  itaelf ;  her  eyce 
were  agape  with  astonishment 

A  second  or  two  later  the  young  man  came  baek 
fmrher. 

"Come!"  he  said,  «I  missed  you;  I  want  my 
omen  of  hope  to  iUuminate  the  prison  to  which  I 
am  consigned." 

The  word  prison  made  the  chad  give  a  little 
shudder,  coupled  as  it  was  with  a  natural  fear  of  tLe 
dark  space  within  the  wall  into  which  she  was  about 
toga 

The  young  man  tooJc  her  by  the  arm:  "Courage," 
he  whispered,  "there  are  worse  places  than  this,  I 
can  assure  you ;  follow  me." 

Lucille  did  as  she  was  bid,  and  was  in  time  to  find 
her  fether  lighting  a  lantern  with  flint  and  steel. 
They  w«*  aU  standing  in  a  smaU  chamber,  which 
was  m  better  repair  than  the  sacred  building  of 
which  ,t  was  an  adjunct  The  frame  of  a  bedstead 
was  at  one  end  with  a  straw  mattress  upon  it;  two 
stout  wooden  chairs  and  a  washhandstand,  also  of 
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■olid  materia],  completed  the  ftimiture.    In  a  rack 
on  the  wall  waa  lome  crockery. 

To  the  child  it  waa  an  abode  of  mystery,  which 
■he  surveyed  with  startling  apprehension ;  not  so  to 
her  elders. 

**This  room  has  been  useftil  in  its  time,"  Loid 
Milton  remarked. 

**  Yes,  my  lord,  it  has  not  Ucked  guests,  or  a 
guest,  at  any  rate,  for  long  together.*' 

"  Fiiends  who  could  not  weU  be  accommodated  at 
the  Abbey,"  the  young  man  commented,  with  a  light 
kugb. 

"Just  so!"  * 

"By  the  Blood!  I  should  not  like  to  trespass  on 
this  hospitality  for  long.  Sir  Evelyn ;  it  would  give 
me  the  creeps." 

"I  trust.  Sire,  it  wiU  only  be  a  matter  of  a  few 
hours." 

Sir  Evelyn  had  hung  the  lantern  to  a  peg  on  the 
wall.  He  now  sat  down  heavily  on  one  of  the  chairs, 
his  face  haggard  and  drawn. 


CHAPTER  II 

THS  IKASCH  ^^ 

Lucux.  nu,  to  her  fether,  and  wound  her  •»» 
"Hind  hM  neck;  Ae  ki«ed  him  on  hi.  fotrfie«I,  it 
felt  ckmmy  to  her  touch ;  suddenly  rf,e  remembe^rf 
how  lU  he  had  been,  and  that  thi.  wa.  hi.  firrt  walk 
of  any  distance  since. 

Lord  Milton,  too,  understood  the  situation.  Out 
of  a  valine  he  had  strapped  to  his  back  he  produced 
a  cunoudy..haped  .Uver  fl«.k,  un«:iewed  the  top, 
•nd  then  handed  it  to  Sir  Evelyn,  who  «emed  incapK 
ableof.peech.  ^*^ 

« It  i.  the  best  eau^e-vie  and  has  never  paid  duty ; 
the  very  medicine  you  want" 

Sir  Evelyn  swaUowed  a  little  and  coughed.  Tie 
Wood.retumed  to  his  face,  which  had  been  white 
before. 

LuciUe  looked  gratefully  at  Lord  MUton;  the 
young  man  wm.  watching  sympathetically.  Perhap. 
he  appreciated  now  for  the  fir^t  time  the  feet  that 

^Ifr       J^  "^^  *^"  ^^y^'^^y  ""fit  to 
unsheath  a  sword  on  hi.  behalf. 
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•iidliHluMdhlnitoUk.lt  "•»««<»•*. 

-tt^  •*"«*' »— 0-1  up«K.  «„r^ 
u.hul!°"  '"•''^  *»•'*«%«>»«»  In  your  p«.». 
""*!*•«"  »7>*««««.yuiid«  me' 

ta  «,  «j^  but  ph«,  „,,rt  „  „         ^"3 
•  myordiaMjlndlriduall"  »««.«iia 

"I  ounot  nil  do  that,  8ii»" 

"  You »urt  tr7,- th. young ««ui«Mrf,  «»„  ,ai 

"»<»»«.;  I«  otW  .ori.,  I  h.«  i«lic.tion.^,hi„ 
».  tut  I  Uv,  not  t»t«l  food  for  «,™1  hou^  ^ 

«~t  of  I.Jhl",,"^   -W  ~t  1«„  .  p«.y.  „ 

"It  would  be  MOM  month,  itde  if  he  hnd,"  Sir 
E«l^r..pond«l  He  con«d««l  for  ,  minute  h* 
*»»e<*Won,thenhe«id:  "It  would .tt»ct.tt«,. 
««n  rfl  w«  to  come  in  thi.  direction  my«lf  ,-Jn , 
h-«-.  WW  Uttl.rt,«^jth  I  h.„  WlwiU  b™^^ 

n»«  JUqori..  -Ul  be  .Ue  to  com.  with  Ic  i,&^ 

•^»«a^y  rf  die  dr««.  „  LueiUe'.  goverrn*,  or  «  . 
«»Mit,  and  bring!  the  child  with  her" 

hl^V^  8«'d  Wy  wiU  con..  «  „  .ngd  of 
hght  rf  d«  bnag.  .  weU-Uned  b«ket,  wh.W  d« 
maj  have  on.^ 
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«r  tnlfn  did  aot  Mn  ladiiMd  to  — —  »l. 

Wdta,  hb  h«d  toLudlfetoW  W«rt,  Jl£ 

LocBb  -Id  Iw  fctl«r  p«ri  ,„„^  tfc,  j.^. 

a- g««t  od,  door,  which  now  id,.^  rt«rf  opT Un 
fcct,  the  growtbt  orirr  ud  l_  Jm.  .  . 

fawchd^         " 'V  «d  h-mbU  p,„„Ud  It 

Sound.  CMM  fton.  without    Beyond  th.  rtrip  of 

«^ur  th.  w^  of  th.  p^3^».jrs^ 

1^7  <^  <»«"  h-  it  mtotfing  with  theotW 
~«.^fta«  w.th«t.  th.  «rf«  of  p.-ing  ™„  ;^ 

*"^  •»  looliing  for  an  entnuwe,-  her  &tlu. 
«m««ted;  "now  w.  n.™t  huny  to  tiTxt^ 
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jJ^  "i^f  J**  •••"*^  owtlouijj  Aom  bthind  th« 
*«or  wrf  Itft  ih.  ch^ptl,  Lucille  «t»l  holding  hi. 
»»«d.    ThTretimMrf  by.diSkmil  w^Utnm  th« 
om  Ih^had  Uiten  oti  coming.    It  wiu  now  nmrly 
rt«  oclock ;  U».  ««,  WM  upprom^ing  iU  .etting;  it. 
b«»^7  tthw^t  the  wide  l«nd«ipe;  .  white  mirt 
w-  banning  to  wmthe  the  bottom^  between  which 
tw  tht  river;  from  the  higher  ground  they  could 
I!!*?*L'^  of  *!»•  wter.  djred  ml.  -  if  «me  gmt 
^t^  ^  wiig«i  i«d  coloumi  the  rtmm  with 
the  life-blood  of  thoee  who  hid  fdlen.     Lucille  ever 
i[ft«rwjud.  pictured  thi.  m^.  the  Abbey,  for  the 
fcrt  time,  .tood  up  in  her  imngination  grim  .ml 
fawboding.    She  felt  .he  hud  ct  ne  dote  to  the 
■wwti  of  life,  her  spirit*  «mk  «  rfn.  rw  to  keen 
p«»  with  her  fkther**  itride. 

D«me  M^orie  wm  Handing  to  await  them  on 
»•  gravelled  terrace  before  the  Abbey  window.; 
Ae  hurried  in  their  direction  a.  ««„  a.  Jh*  «w 
tbem,  her  eye.  fixed  anxiou.ly  on  her  husband*. 
laoe. 

•jWhat  ha.  happened.  Evelyn  ?"  die  whispered. 

■ni«  baronet  glanced  at  the  window,  in  front  of 
him  birfbre  replying,  a.  if  each  of  them  might  be 
widowed  with  an  ear,  a  airio.ity  for  a  secret.    TTien 
be  replied  saHo  voce:  "Two  fugitives  have  Uken 
refuge ;  I  was  jurt  in  time  to  hide  them.'' 

"Ah  !"  I^y  Lee  laid  her  hand  on  her  heart,  her 
ftoe  wa.  white;  perhap.  iir.t  of  aU  she  thought  oi 
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hmh«Ml  and  home  In  j«,p.rrlj.  thm  of  th-.  «„. 
bWdtn  gut.t.1  hor  hu.biml\  tone  IukI  c»nv<7«i  the 
importMMv  of  the  nrrivak 
•*l«Uh«r 

"  Y«H  and  one  other,  my  Lord  Milton.'* 
^  «ly  Lae  i»ire  .  litUe  rfjudder :  "  God  help  him.- 
•ht  -id,"  If  he  rfuHild  Ml  Into  their  hwnU ;- Jh.. 
lot*,  could  m»  the  river  dy«l  ml ;  her  Imagination 
went  back  to  an  event  which  made  heart,  tingle  for 
y«»r.  afterwaitK  to  a  .tage  before  Wliitehall  Pklace, 
•  life,  the  mo.t  augiwt,  offbrwl  on  the  .hrine  of  hii 
enemle.'  darfre.,  while  brave  and  loyal  heart.  Wed. 
while  men  gna.h«l   their  teeth  and   women   w«,t 
oecmm  thej  were  powcrleM  to  help. 
-Plea.e  God  thejr  will  not,'*  Sir  Evelyn  responded. 

what  do  you  propote.  husband  ?  " 
"To  convey  them  acroM  the  river  at  the  dead  of 
ni^l  when  the  huenMidHrry  have  pawed.     My  Loitl 
Milton  undertake,  to  get  him  to  the  coa.t  and  thenoa 
to  M^ety." 

"God  grant  It !  better  exUed  than "  rfw  broke 

off  with  choking  voice. 

"Ye.,  a  hundred  tirnds"  Sir  Evelyn  put  In. 
responding  to  the  thought. 

At  thi.  moment  Dame  Marjorie  realized  the 
pre.ence  of  the  child. 

"  Lucille !  thi.  i.  no  place  for  you,"  .he  said,  «  you 
mu«t  remember  nothing  of  what  you  have  beani" 

"She  ha.  already  promiwd;  .he  wa.  the  fimt  to 
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hnng  the  news,  and  the  Prince  inrirted  upon  her 
when  the  sun  shone  upon  her  hair.'' 

Dalf  M  **^'!' """  '""'  superstitious,  I  have  hewti.'' 
IJame  Marjone  commented. 

« I  wiU  never  tell  any    one  anything  of  this, 
mother,"  Lucille  declAr<wl.  uj    i  x  ^ 

MTn.      Tm^      aeciared;  "do  let  me  stay?** 

^^The  child  comes  into  our  plans,-*  Sir  Evelyn 
^^^.hat  way."  X^,  j^  ,„^^    ^„   ^^^ 

chapel  I  have  promised  that  you  shaU  teke  it  tl 
them  later  on  when  the  darkneL  hasTJ^  to  fa^ 
d-»ed  as  Mademoiselle  Levrier,  or  one  of  ^se^^t-' 
maids,  Lucille  accompanying  you."  ^ 

"  Why  not  go  yourself,  Evelyn  ?" 
"I  should  be  the  more  noticerl  ^,^i  n 

;B^et,  ^t  the. .  rstr.?:^™^ 

"^  fe.l«l  me  jurt  now,  «d  what  I  We  ^  7 
late  wUl  tax  the  httle  „«,„„«  j  h,,,  j^^  ^  *°  *" 

shower  "^T'V™''  »■«  «m  «,„«,  her  hu.Und'. 
Moulder,  «.d  took  rtock  of  his  fece  with  see^^ 

"I.B.fo:Kettingyon.hmbM,d,-d,e«ud    "Con.. 
>n,«.dletmegetyou.pos«t» 

-U™^to.,k,„e,,ons,do,out.lceI.oiUe«Ki 


...>':  .jtfb.-' 
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Tley  could  aU  hear  the  rhythmical  beat  of  hoofb 
on  the  gravel  drive;  then  round  the  comer  of  a 
copp.ce  came  a  company  of  dragoons,  with  a  b^rly 
officer  nding  in  front 

"  Go ;  I  can  manage  them  better  alone." 

Lady  Lee,  taking  LuciUe's  hand,  did  as  .oe  wan 
Did. 

The  soldiers  rode  up,  halting  sharply  at  the  word 
of  command  The  commander  swung  himself  down 
from  the  saddle  and  came  to  the  baron-^t's  side.  He 
wore  a  conical  hat,  ornamented  only  by  a  ^Iver 
buckle  at  the  side ;  his  forehead  was  broad,  hi.  gaae 
strong  and  piercing ;  a  short  ill-kept  beard  concealed, 
and  yet  suggested,  a  powerful  chin,  which  he  projected 
forward  as  he  spoke.  ^ 

"I  am  Major  Josiah  Walker,  sent  by  General 
Hamson,  ,n  pursuit  of  Charles  Stuart,  in  rebellion 
against  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  Realm  " 

Sir  Evelyn,  at  the  introduction,  bowed  with  the 

«me  grace  as  if  it  had  been  given  by  a  courteou. 
gentleman.  ' 

«  You  are  Sir  Evelyn  Lee,  I  presume  ?- 

"At  your  service.  Major  Walker." 

"Not  at  all  at  my  service,  I  suspect ;  but  if  you 
hide  anything  fi.m  me  I  wiU  have  your  neck 
stretched  on  yonder  elm,"  pointing  to  the  hugest 
tree  m  the  thicket  below. 

"I  do  not  think  threats  are  necessary  from  one 
gentleman  to  another," 
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"I  have  no  time  to  bandy  woixIb  with  you.  We 
have  traced  Charle.  Stuart  almost  to  the  walJa  of 
your  park,  and  must  make  inquisition  throughout 
your  house  and  property.  If  he  is  found  hiding 
with  your  connivance  you  wiU  be  pronounced  traitor, 
and  suffer  accordingly.'' 

"  I  am  content  to  take  that  risk." 
The  Major  eyed  Sir  Evelyn  fiercely.     «  You  know 
more  than   you   choose  to  tell.     By  the  Book !   I 
should  like  to  put  you  to  the  question." 

"There  are  still  laws  in  England,  I  undenrtand," 
Sir  Evelyn  answered  with  dignity;  "no  man  is 
bound  to  incriminate  himself,  nor  are  witnesses  liable 
to  be  tortured,  if  I  am  well  informed." 

"You  are  warned,  anyway,"  Major  Walker 
answered  roughly.  "Now  to  the  search."  He 
turned  and  gave  a  word  of  command.  The  com- 
pany split  up  into  fours  and  began  a  systematic 
scrutiny  of  every  point  of  cover  which  the  grounds 
and  park  orered.  The  Major  himself  with  two 
subordinate  officers  entered  the  Abbey;  Sir  Evelyn 
followed. 

«  We  shaU  take  your  house  from  top  to  bottom ; 
you  had  better  attend  upon  us  with  the  keys." 

"  I  regret  I  am  too  indisposed  to  place  myself  at 
your  disposal ;  this  is  the  first  day  I  have  been  out 
since  an  attack  of  jaimdice." 

"All  the  better  for  you,  I  suspect,"  the  Major 
broke  in  sharply. 


i.\'n^ 


a^- 


^'ii 


THE  SEARCH  ftl 

Sir  Evel^Ti  smiled,  it  was  perfectly  tr-ie ;  his  illne- 
had  saved  him  from  participating  in  the  downfall  of 
his  master. 

"My  major-domo  wiU  act  in  my  stead,"  he  said. 
"There  are  women  in  the  house, you  will  not  disturb 
them  unnecessarily  ?** 

«  As  long  as  they  hide  nothing  they  have  nothing 
to  fear ;  we  are  God-fearing  men." 

"I  am  glad  to  be  assured  of  it."  The  baronet 
clapped  his  hands;  a  middle-aged  servant  in  the 
black  and  puce  livery  of  the  Lees  appeared. 

"Clarkson,  place  yourself  under  the  oidere  of  this 
gentleman,  who  wishes  to  see  over  the  Abbey." 

"Who  is  looking  for  a  traitor,  and  recusant," 
broke  in  the  officer  roughly;  «if  such  an  one  is 
hiddeh  here  it  will  be  at  the  peril  of  aU  your 
necks." 

«  That  will  do ;  Clarkson,  conduct  this  gentleman ; 
when  the  search  is  finished  lay  a  coUation  in  the 
refectory." 

Major  Walker  unbent  a  little  at  the  last  remark. 
"It  will  not  be  unwelcome,"  he  admitted,  «we  have 
ridden  far  and  fast  this  day." 

At  this  moment  Lady  Lee  came  forward,  herself 
carrying  a  posset  on  a  silver  tray ;  she  handed  it  to 
her  husband. 

«  My  lord  has  been  iU  and  has  only  to-day  taken 
his  first  airing." 

As  she  spoke  she  made  a  curtesy  to  the  Major. 
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"So  I  undewtand,  uMidanii  I  ngnt  to  be  h«. 
""oved  hi.  Ut.  which  he  h«J  won.  J^^"" 

weU.w^    ^"WaMyouwiUnudteitMpl^^t 

~po«.bIe  under  the  cireumtancM- 

^You  la»w  what  I  ^  here  for?-  he  H»l«d 

"  1  w«  within  hewng  of  wUt  p«Kd  jurt  now  - 
L«dy  Lee  responded  quietly.  ^^  ' 

lie  Major  turned  .way.     «  a  woman  ever  ha.  .„ 

rdThr.Sf'*"-""^'-'^''-—-^" 

k»  -J  XL  '«*'Wy.     llie  two  concealed  men 

nJS  rf!„    ,.^\"™"«>  "h'Pel  received  it,  due 

Z,h!   tit  ^''"'  •"*  "°  ™"  ""P«^  «»  hidden 
<*»niber  behmd  the  arch:  the  won,!.  ->„.  j 
beaten  fn  tK.  T^  ^''  °"t"*>  were 

fteat^  to  the  very  wait ;  every  thicket  and  b«ke 

ZT^  »d  p«.bed ;  deer  were  rtarUed  from  ttdr 
hrfUHS-pUcc  and  flung  away  „«„tfal,  to«ing  tt^ 
h«^^  coughing,  but  the  .ecret  „:ied  inlu" 
«  rt  h«l  done  for  two  centuri».  Phum«j  fc^  „^ 
^y  b^n.  dunng  the  War,  of  the  B«e,,  thi.  ^^ 
rf  tte  chapel  wa.  «,  artihUy  contrivedttat  i^^ 
««««e  could  be  only  »q«eted  afte  accu^ 
^-"-nent  of  the  externa.  waU,  and  even  ZZ 
become  weU-mgh  m,po»ibIe,  a.  lichen  and  ivy,  m^ 
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^  c«q«.  had  elothed  every  part  of  the  building 
"»  *  thick  green  coverture. 

Major  Walker  satisfied  himself  that  the  Abbey 
^om  turret  to  cellar  concealed  no  Wdden  men ;  he 
tapped  wainscot  and  waU ;  he  listened  for  hollow, 
under  the  floor,  and    looked    for  tr«Hoors  into 
the  roof,  but  aU  his  efforts  were  unrewarded;  he 
•nd  his  subaltern  officers  sat  down  sullen  and  dis- 
o.nt«ited  to  the  cold  meats  and  pasties  their  reluctant 
but  hospitable  host  provided.     After  the  meal  the 
commandingofficer  went  out  and  received  the  report, 
of  those  responsible  for  the  various  bands  which  had 
mvestigated  the  park  from  end  to  end.     Straggling 
they  entered,  and  one  by  one  asserted  that  eit^  the 
news  which  had  reached  them  was  incorrect,  perhaps 
intended  to  deceive,  or  that  the  Royal  fugitive  had  in 
some  way  evaded  their  grasp.     They  were  wasting 
time ;  the  bugle  sounded  to  horse. 

Sir  Evelyn  Lee  came  out  to  see  the  party  off, 
and  could  not  but  afford  them  a  certain  m««ure 
of  approbation  for  the  soldierly  qualities  displayed 
as  they  mounted,  and  formed  fours,  before  riding 
away.  ^> 

It  was  an  admirable  machine,  as  Sir  Evelyn  ad- 
nutted  to  himself,  wielded  and  fashioned  by  the  iron 
wiD  of  one  man,  who  had  made  of  it  a  weapon  before 
which  aU  others  proved  but  weak  and  inefficient. 
Loyalty  and  courage,  ardour  and  enthusiasm  were 
unable  alone  to  cope  with  the  iron  substance  which 
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M«l«  Cromwdl  W  f«hi<mrf  out  of  the  mmd.  «k1 
oodiw  of  the  men  he  twtytd. 

JT^'J**^'^  "'•"'"'  '""^  to  «y :  »  We  heve 

Uh^ed  ^  .rt.«ce  it  will  go  h«d]y.  .ir.  with  ,ou^ 
y««.  ,f  your  mnocence  i.  wh.t  it  «em^  on  the 
"^  you  have  nothing  to  fe«-,  Sir  Evelyn  Lee, 
ftom  the  prwent  rightful  ruJen.  of  th..  Uuid." 

.  Jl'  "^  "'  *^'  ^^^  ■»"''>•  •»"«! :-  - 

sponse. 

By  thi.  time  the  evening  duulow.  were  I,yi„g  w 
fin^  over  the  Iand««pe.    ,V  ™«=he.  of'thf  riv^ 

b^dyed  rrf  by  the  «tti„g  .un.    A  cold  wind 

wato,  .„to  «n«U  w.ve^  «,ughi„g  i„  the  tree-to,^. 
Sir  Evelyn  duvered  slightly,  »d  turned  bock  bto 

^rl.  r  """'  •"'  '^^'^  ""'"8  *'  >"-  "-die. 

work,  the  govemew  and  Lucille  in  the  room. 

gkn^  ""^  «°"*'"  •■*  '^'''  '»<'  "hot  h"  « 

wa.  about  to  make  ready,  bom  the  provimons  the 
Major  and  hi,  companion,  had  not  consumed,  a  basket 
of«Btenance  for  the  fugitives.  .»»«Ket 
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8ANCTUABY 

Dame  Mabjobie  and  Lucille  left  the  Abbey  by 
a  small  side^oor  which  opened  out  into  the  herb 
garden,  and  through  that  to  the  banks  of  the  Avon 
Lady  Lee  had  dressed  herself  in  sombre  fashion ; 
worn  for  mourning  some  years  earlier,  she  preferred 
thjs  to  donning  garments  belonging  to  any  one  else. 
Under  her  cloak  she  carried  a  basket  packed  with 
provisions  and  a  small  bottle  of  canary  wine.     Sir 
Evelyn  let  them  out  himself  and  shut  the  door  after 
them,  not  without  some  considerable  anxiety,  lest 
the  wit  of  Major  Walker  should  have  left  behind 
hidden  watchers  who  might  discover  their  ernind. 

LuciUe  was  tip-toe  with  expectation  and  excite- 
ment ;  she  danced  along  by  the  side  of  her  mother, 
now  on  this  foot  now  on  that,  until  she  had  to  be 
bidden  to  walk  more  quietly. 

Their  course  lay  for  some  four  hundred  yards 
along  the  further  side  of  the  park  wall,  where  by 
this  time  the  darkness  lay  thick.  Lady  Lee  listened 
for  every  sound,  starting  if  a  weasel  ran  across  the 
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tnck,  or  a  pbciMnt  crowed  from  a  trw-top  witkfai 
iht  aneloMire.  A  great  white  owl  fled  nuddenly 
ck»e  to  tbdr  &oe«,  and  then  swooped  down  upon 
tome  nnal]  prej  by  the  river  edge.  Lucille  dapped 
her  hand*  on  Miing  it,  but  Lady  Lee  utterad  a  little 
cry,  which  ihe  lupprened  instantly. 

Iliu*  they  made  the  detour,  and  came  to  a  narrow 
gateway  in  the  paik  wall,  UMd  >nly  by  thow  who, 
pneecniug  the  key,  wanted  to  reach  the  boat-houae, 
the  outline  of  which  could  be  aeen  fit>m  thia 
point 

I^y  L«e  inserted  the  key  in  the  lock  and  opened 
the  door;  Lucille  followed  her  through.  Within 
the  park  they  stood  breathless,  listening  for  any 
sound,  but  none  came  save  those  of  night  and 
nature.  Here  they  had  to  cross  an  open  space  of 
greensward,  where  their  figures  would  show  distinctly 
if  any  one  was  hidden  in  the  covert.  They  traversed 
this  almost  at  a  run,  and  so  came  to  the  spinny  in 
which  lay  the  deserted  chapel.  Here  they  had  to 
go  single  file ;  the  child  led  the  way,  knowing  it  the 
better  of  the  two ;  her  mother  following. 

Now  and  again  Lucille  turned  to  warn  Lady  Lee, 
in  a  whisper,  of  a  bramble  across  the  path  threaten- 
ing to  tear  their  faces,  or  a  root  stretching  out  over 
which  they  were  likely  to  stumble. 

So,  without  adventure,  they  came  to  the  chapel, 
and  passed  in. 

"  We  will  wait,  Lucille,  for  a  minute  to  make  sure 
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we  have  not  been  foUowed."    So  laying  Udy  Lee 
•^  lewing  ag«n.t  the  .tout  fimme  of  the  open 

For  the  Hm  time  the  child  felt  afraid ;  it  wu* 
very  dark  within,  even  her  mother',  outline  wa. 

•ir  and  the  ftu^iier  .ky ;  Lucille  had  hea«l  trl«,  Lt 

rJ*'''^'*."^  "«***•  ""^  •^^^  <«""'^ct.d  with 
the  «cred  building  in  which  .he  now  .toe  \  ,„onk. 

with  03WU  half  hiding  face,  deathly  white,  pacing 
up  and  down ;  the  .ound  of  women  crying7the 
eliciting  of  unutterable  mu.ic.  She  felt  he«elf 
grow  pa^e,  her  ean,  pricked  .he  knew  not  for  what; 
tier  whole  being  vibrant  with  attention. 

Wa.  that  a  muffled  groan,  or  wa.  it  the  .ound  of 
•ome  one  moving  ?  it  came  from  the  direction  of  the 
conceiUed  chamber  where  the  bn>ken  altar  testified 
to  pa.t  nte.  and  prewnt  neglect. 
Jl»e  «»  the  thing,  which  &.ten  on  .  child". 
iOMgim.tion.le.»mg«,i„deUblen«irk.   Lucille  li«d 
ov«  ^„  hr  nan,  ye«,  in  vivid  >«oUection  that 
""'  ?^  *«  ">^  of  <^n«  to  the  ruined  »hrine. 
1-dy  Lk  «tirfed  bmdt  th.t  the  «Hmd.  they 
b«th  he«d  «u„e  from  the  priwnen  thenadv...  who 
doubUe..  were  .w«  that  the  prem^  of  «.„i  .„d 
mk  of  .apture  b^  .bated.    She  moved  ibrwud. 
wjth  cauticu,  step  lest  Ae  Aould  .tumble  over 
jome  unapected  ob.tacle  on  the  floor  of  the  chapel. 
Lucme  foUowed  her  mother  with  a  hand  on  W 
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•kirt,  wliito  and  trembling ;  peering  into  the  darkncM 
wbtn  it  lay  deepest,  tuder  the  ihAdow  of  the  gnat 
Mch. 

It  took  Ijdj  Lee  lome  time  to  And  the  ttone  in 
which  the  conceded  spring  was  artAilly  embedded ; 
theie  moment*  of  waiting  were  a  terrible  trial  to  the 
child ;  khe  gave  a  little  wb  of  thankftilncM  when  she 
heard  the  slight  click  and  the  sound  of  stone  nibbing 
against  stone,  as  the  masonry  revolved  towards  them. 
The  men  within  must  have  been  listening  acutely, 
no  doubt  their  anxiety  being  sharpened  by  hunger ; 
for  they,  too,  heard  at  once  the  warning  sound  of 
approach. 

**  Who  is  without  ?  who  comes  ?  "    The  tone  had 
something  of  nnnmand  in  it,  and  yet  of  youth. 
"  A  friend,  Marjorie  Lee." 

So  saying  she  stepped  into  the  passage,  and  once 
more  Lucille  threaded  its  narrow  path,  which  smelt 
of  damp  stone,  the  exhalation  of  the  vault  into 
which  no  sun,  and  very  little  air,  ever  penetrated. 

The  light  of  the  lantern  dimly  illuminated  the 
narrow  apartment 

*♦  You  come  as  an  angel  of  light,  madam,"  the 
young  man  said,  extending  his  hand,  <*  no  one  was 
ever  more  welcome  since  the  world  began,"— he  raised 
Lady  L^e's  fingers  to  his  lips,  gallantly  bowing  over 
them.  Lord  Milton  at  the  same  time  relieved  her 
of  the  basket  which  had  become  a  heavy  weight, 
resting  on  her  left  arm. 


rtip 
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J^^  r«  bring.  „,  Udj,  U  liWI-  «.i 

"•*'•"»"'•  my  Wiy  of  hop..- 

«iftly.-  ^  "^'^''  •'"'*  1^  "P  "'ghty 

" lU. lob. hoped  U»t  Y«,r  HiKhW.ftie«U,,p 

"  ^'^  *• '""  "•'»"'  th.t.  little  Wy  ?-_,hc  voan, 
Lucille  g.ve  .  littl.  curt»y,  following  jh,  ««„„. 

No,  Sire,   -he  Mid,  "  I  do  not  think  if 
^  You  t«rt  me  .-_he  ,„  ^iU  bending  to,«d. 

"  Ve.,  Sire." 

bght  l«^  to  hi.  „„p„i^    „  J^ 

MUton,  th.t  the«  i.  .„«  heart  who  h^^eT^ 
^■"S^P-bably  it  U  „„,,„„.  i„^^^_  ^- 

-Zem^i'^'-"^'^p«>-««». 

"r&ith,  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  I  cannot  «v  f 
W  ««,  the  proof  of  what  you  .tate,  ^T^^L 
clearty^;  but  doubtla*  I  .„  p«|udi^/  ^^'  '*^ 
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P^  the  chambw  from  ««d  to  end  with  mpW  .Irkkw, 
rrturning  one.  more  to  the  .pot  h«d  by  the  e»,tnuK» 

^Jr  1*;:^  "»»••»  he  hid  rtooJ   to  receive  hi. 
««rt^     Vour  prophecy  i.difficull  to  bcheve,mid«n. 

*1i'^'L^  *^'  "'«**'  *■  *"•'  •  '•">«  of  gloom 
•nd  forebodiiy  when  fortune  ftuU  to  .mile,  imd  to  . 

hunt.!  mw  deeerted  by  hi.  friend.,  h«ted  by  hi. 
•««ii«,  with  de.th  .tallcing  him  «  hound.  ^«ue 
^deerin  thecov^thi.  that  you  «y  i.  iZ  of 
a«"t      He  turned  once  more  .wiftjy  to  Lucille, 
.tanding  there  looking  at  him  with  her  childi^A  eye. 
djetended.  grave,  tiying  to  uuden.tai.d,  Hondering 
gmUy,  not  a  litUe  fearftil.     «  You  malce  me  hope* 
he  jaid.  "ahnct  more  than  your  mother',  wor^; 
doubUe«,  child,  you  will  remember  thi.  vWt  to  a 
««»  w  r    -  n  who  might    have  been  diflenmUy 
'^'^^n^^  if  ihe  &te.  had  been  propitiou..'' 

IjbBn  remember,- -he  «ud,  "and  I  dwOl  pray  for 
you.  Sire,  alwayfc*'  F   J^ 'w 

The  young  man  .mUed:  "That  can  do  me  no 
h«rm,  and  may  even  do  me  good."  A.  he  apolce  he 
drew  from  hi.  finger  a  «,litary  ring  which  he  wa. 
wauing ;  It  wa.  a  plain  signet  with  the  word  «  8pe.  ^ 
and  a  fleur^ie-li.  engraven  upon  it   He  took  Lucille'. 


-— ^OPIE 


•■■^•■^ 
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w^l  white  hand  Into  hi.  own,  wid  trW  it  on  h«. 

«rthe  tffbrt;  evtn  her  thumb  «>uld  not  hold  It 
Ughtljr  in  pUce^  Then  ho  ope„«i  th.  pdn,  of  h.r 
^^;  ~*^  P*~«J  "*•  -^"^  '"  «»*  centre.  MXhJr 
h«-^d,Mgiv,ittoyo«;^wiIlh.veto^t 

fl^l^'^J  7.^^*^  ^-^  ^«' -»^ '^^^ 

hi?^     ""     '"  '""^"^  •"»«  the  depth,  of  her  «y«; 
W.  face  grew  more  grave :  "  One  cUy."  he  went^ 

M^^L  '•"T"  ^""  "^-^  '^•"'  -•"thing 

within  my  power  to  be.tow;  .hould  that  haDn« 
iwnembcr  that  I  owe  vou  a  rl.K*  ^    u  '^^ 

d*k»  «/         iV       ;  ^  •°*'  perchance  even  the 

debt  of  my  hfe.  and  that  you  can  claim  vh.»  ^ 
wiU  in  return."  ****  ^^ 

LudlJe'«  hand  tightened  over  the  ring 
"  She  doe.  not  Icnow  how  to  thanic  Your  Maje.tv  - 
I-dj  Lae  put  in.  for  the  child  wa.  tongue-tied.     '' 
Mdce  a  curfey,  and  kiu  Hi.  Majerty'.  hand,'' 
her  mother  .uggcted.  ^    ^^ 

In.tead  Lucille  bent  her  knee  till  it  touched  th« 

■aw  Uid  hii  huid  on  h«  hud  •  ^^ 

•■  LuciUe  I« ,  it  i.  a  prrtty  con.bin.tion ;  I  OM 
"member,  ««i  do  you  remember,  too,  th.t  you  JZ 
«.y  promu«.-    He  ki«ed  her  on  h«r  ^  fU«i 
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from  which  her  hat  had  fallen  back  as  she  knelt,  theu 
he  straightened  himself  and  turned  to  Loid  Milton, 
who  had  stood  watching  the  scene  half  amused,  half 
impatient.  « You  are  a  witness,  my  Loid,  that  I 
have  pledged  my  faith.** 

«It  is  aU  Your  Majesty  has  to  pledge,"  Lord 
Milton  commented  dryly.  «  Yes,  I  am  a  witness  if 
needs  be;  and  now  may  I  suggest  that  this  basket 
hangs  heavy  on  my  finger,  and  I,  at  any  mte,  am 
fiun  to  lighten  it." 


^■^^W''-'€u 


CHAPTER  IV 

IK  THE  NIGHT 

LuciLLi  lay  awake  in  her  smaU  white  bed.     It  was 
an  unwonted  experience ;  as  a  rule  she  slept  from  the 
moment  her  head  touched  the  pillow  untU  her  caU  in 
the  morning.    Now  her  thoughts  were  in  a  turmoU ; 
she  was  revolving  what  had  passed,  fearing  what  was 
to  come,  listening  to  eveiy  sound  in  the  great  house, 
imagining  noises  where  there  were  none,  fearing  for 
the  man  who  had  captured  her  imagination,  and 
stirred  her  heart  with  a  childish  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion;  he  was  in  peril  she  knew  weU,  during  those 
hours  m  which  she  lay  secure  in  her  bed ;  her  father, 
too,  he  was  up  and  doing,  while  her  mother  awaited 
the  issue. 

They  had  come  back  from  the  chapel  immediately 
after  the  presentation  of  the  ring,  following  the  same 
route  pursued  on  their  way  there.  Nothing  had 
happened ;  they  had  re-entered  the  Abbey  without 
ha^ng  been  missed;  Sir  Evelyn  had  kissed  them 
both  as  if  reuniting  with  them  after  some  prolonged 
absence  instead  of  barely  an  hour;  he  expressed  in 
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h.,  ftce  that  he  w«  „tWl.d  by  the  w.v  Ih.  _  ^ 
l»d  been  «««,pUd,ed.    UcZZa    '^        ""^ 

dunng  that  night  v«t  filled  with      T^  ^™*'' 

«on.    She  b«i  p.rt.l.en!f1;^:r*^  h  ""^"■ 

"»"  been  put  to  bed  h.  .    ^P"  *™  her  parent., 

M«H  .  Il  ortlT,^  ,''«.:"ti»g-n»id.  Hath 

of  thrh.p^nin^^'th^:''^  '"°  '*'  '^''«' 

whether  the,  .„„,d  crSu^'  t. 'Tlt'f  "  *" 

to  Ruth-,  ehatter.  .nd  JZ  lit^f^  '"^ 

-»en.ben„g  Ae  h«l  been  tmtei  t!  I      T*"  "■ 

•T-el     M«ien,oMe  LeCL^'it  '^ 

■•teri   die  slept  whife  thp  „I,ljT  *°  ""^ 

«•»-.  which  z^  ^\z  t^tt  r  ^  '^ 

blew  almort  a  mJe  „  *!,«    .~"'"  "  the  evening, 

l-ve.  of  the  .•vygrol;:^rthf:^""^  "-*""«  ""« 
in  the  chinm«y;  ^  "^  ""*  ""do"".  reverbenmt 

ft«ently  there  came  .  mggatior,  nt 
from  the  fl«,r  below  of  doo™^      "'""'«»«•* 
-.ut.  of  .tealthy  tr^  1^2*^,    "^.^ 
tl»»"gt  the  centre  „f  the  aS  ^     '"'*  "" 
back.  ■*'''*y  from  fiont  to 

'o-bergoveme,.    Openi4  it,T:Ltut""'i 
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ffinery  ran  round  this  upper  floor ;  the  child  was  iuBi 
tjU  enough  to  lean  over  it,  and  «ee  what  lay  below. 
Ho.  father  and  mother  were  crowing  the  hall  to- 
gether,  the  latter  carrying  a  small  lamp,  with  which  she 
had  evidently  lightened  his  entnuice;  suddenly  he 
^tered  something  between  a  sigh  and  a  groan'^and 
rested  h,s  hand  on  Dame  Marjorie's  shoulder;  then 
he  ha^  slipped  down,  first  on  to  one  knee,  then  on 
to  both.     Lady  Lee  gave  a  little  ciy,  and  with  diffi- 
cuky  saved  herself  from  dropping  the  lamp.    LudUe 
•ped  along  the  gallery  and  ran  down  the  broad  stair- 
case,  and  so  across  the  hall  to  her  father's  side.     He 
was  by  this  time  lying  on  the  floor  supported  by  one 
lu^\  She  threw  her  arm  round  him  and  kissed 
him;  how  cold  his  forehead  was  under  her  touch- 
and  damp.     Even  she  knew  he  was  faintini. 

"Can  you  hold  him,  child,  while  I  feteh  a  cordial ? 
do  not  be  afraid,  he  is  only  exhausted," 
"No,  mother,  I  will  try  not  to  be." 
Lady  I^  placed    the  lamp  on  the  floor,  and 

Lucille  sat  on  the  ground,  her  father's  head  pillowed 

on  her  lap  ;  it  seemed  to  her  that  he  was  dying,  that 
Ae  was  very  close  to  the  great  sorrow  of  her  life. 
For  the  second  time  that  night  the  character  of  the 
girl  was  being  moulded  in  that  crucible  out  of  which 
fine  issues  come,  to  those  adapted  to  benefit  by  the 
expenence.    She  had  tear3  in  her  eyes,  which  trickled 
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•ted  by  hi.  Ute  lUnw,  hi,  face  hagRMd  i«d  w Jin 
?«  "-plight    On  ™.  ,de  or  tt^,::';^ 
««-?!««.  m  which  log,  we„  b«™t  th«»gh*rt^ 

«  .  «»U  column  of  blue  raoke.  into  the  o«n 
chimney-rtack  ahov..     Tk.  _•  j  •"  "»  open 

■»t  thL  en»:Lt:,  ^  rd;rfl«°i "" 

After  what  «emed  a  long  time,  «J)y  only  a  few 
gl«  .n  her  ha«l.  fflled  with  „me  ™by  Ua^^ 

Evel^-.  Aoalde«,  and  m«le  him  drink,  "^trf^ 
-Jmoet  »rtanUy.  «,lour  coming  into  hi,  f««  S 
of  the  paUo,  which  h«l  been  there  befo«       ^ 

denlv""l  ^  "'"''"'''  "'''  ""  '«"*•»«'  »«J- 
ueniy  j  i  had  no  warning." 

UdjUe  looked  round  fearfiUly  le,t  Sir  EvelW. 
vo.ee  dould  wake  the  hou«holi  «nd  make  ZL 
•"•pect  that  «,mething  was  afoot  ' '^  "^  *^ 

"  Come,"  d,e  whi,pered, « take  a  little  more,  then  we 
wJl  go  >nto  the  Iib,»^ ;  it  i,  «rfer  than  talking  h^! 


IJ^A^ 
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Sir  Evelyn  did  as  he  wu  bid,  dmining  the  glan  to 
the  bottom.  After  this  he  felt  able  to  rise,  and  to- 
gether they  all  three  went  to  the  libiwy,  t«dy  Lee 
shutting  the  door  behind  them. 

"You  ought  to  have  been  asleep  hours  ago, 
Lucille."* 

"  I  did  try,  mother!  but  how  could  I  ?— I  knew 
that  father  was  in  danger." 

Sir  Evelyn  had  sat  himself  down  in  a  great  chair, 
glad  to  rest  his  aching  limbs ;  he  took  the  child's 
hand  into  his  as  she  stood  by  his  side. 

**  You  are  a  good  little  daughter,  and  one  day  you 
will  make  a  good  woman  like  your  mother.** 

Lady  Lee  knelt  down  on  the  other  side  of  him. 

"  How  has  it  sped  ?  "  she  asked. 

«  All  went  well ;  we  saw  no  one.  I  ferried  His 
Majesty  and  Lord  Milton  across  the  river,  the  wind 
behind  us.  They  thanked  me  warmly  enough ;  horses 
had  been  provided,  there  was  a  man  holding  them 
under  the  trees  of  Copley  Wood ;  he  pretended  to  be 
a  countryman,  but  his  bearing  behed  his  appearance, 
suggesting  a  higher  rank.  They  wished  me  « good- 
bye,* and  I  in  return  prayed  for  their  safety ;  so  they 
rode  off  into  the  darkness,  making:  eastward  towards 
the  coast.** 

« I  pray  God  they  may  not  be  stopped,**  Lady  Lee 
said. 

Sir  Evelyn  bowed  his  head  in  response :  «  Many 
hearts  in  England  echo  that  prayer  to-night** 


^f: 
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ini,  ^ '  ""•  "It  "'  *^«  p"p'«  «»"<" 

Sur  E«Iy^  went  on :  «  ft  w..  «,«  coming  b«k  S 

"That  will  return;  too,  hmband" 

He  looked  into  her  eye, :»  Whu  ,  help-meet  vou 
"5  M«3»ne.  you  have  ever  given  >ne  JL  co„^ 
and  courage  when  I  needed  it" 

^H^rTl'"r^"™''"P«'  •«  their e«^ 

^   «rb   of  ,pe„^u„„    ju^    ^ 
Uiarto   „d  hM  compMuon?    that  w«,  the  fi,rt 

not  have  jetamed  .u^  the  Avon,  no  other  t^t 
b«ng  avaJable  for  mUe,  „ve  that  belonging  JZ 

"Other  band  on  a  «ZJZT  ^'^''  ^"^ 
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It  WM  Dame  Maijorie's  quick  wit  which  came  to 
their  aid  at  this  juncture. 

**Thi»  knocking  will  rouse  the  household  in  a  few 
minutes ;  Lucille  and  I  must  to  bed  instantly ;  to  be 
up  at  this  hour  would  arouse  suspicion,  more  than 
■uspicion,  certainty  of  guilf" 
"  Guilt !  ^  Sir  Evelyn  echoed,  misliking  the  word. 
"  Yes,  guilt  in  their  eyes,  though  honour,  truth,  and 
loyalty  in  ours."    She  went  on:  "You  will  to  the 
door,  Evelyn,  after  you  have  put  on  a  loose  coat  as  if 
rising  from  your  bed,  or  just  about  to  retire  there. 
Come,  Lucille,  there  is  no  time  to  be  losf 

With  a  pressure  on  her  husband's  hand.  Lady  Lee 
crossed  the  Ubrary  quickly,  the  child  following. 
Hardly  were  they  in  their  rooms  before  a  still  more 
imperative  summons  came  from  the  back  of  the  Abbey 
as  well  as  the  fixint,  the  door  being  almost  broken 
in  which  let  upon  the  servants'  offices. 

Lucille  had  just  crept  into  bed  when  Mademoiselle 
I^vrier  roused  herself  with  a  start    She  cried  out 
her  alarm  in  French ;  then  remembered  herself,  and 
asked  in  English :  «  What  is  happening,  Lucille  ?  Do 
you  hear  those  knocks ;  who  can  it  be  P** 
The  governess  began  to  rise  from  her  bed. 
"  I  expect,  MademoiseUe,  it  is  the  soldiers  come 
back  again  who  searched  the  house  this  evening." 

"  Oh,  they  will  murder  us  in  our  beds  ; "— Mademoi- 
selle  Levrier  covered  all  but  her  face,  and  lay  shivering 
with  fear. 
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tJ  l^""  "^"^  -ill  J-n.  u..  ifad«noi«II... 

•«>»<«.tion,  her  a«  JL T,  *°  "^ 

Abbey,  the  tr««l  of  aj^^  "»™«hout  the 
«'.  '--ebold  .-XI  l^J"  *"'  '^"«™ 

M«fcmoueUe I«vrier  had  auiet«i  J™_^      . 
»o«ticuhitew<«<b.     ^^"'^'»?™.b«t"j™g 

l^to  hi.^^JL'  '"^''  """"S  -i"-.  with 

--Kler.  Lucme  :::L"^«et'lSD.  W™-  "^ 
*nd  anxious.  wtnera  face,  weaiy 


"*. 


IN  THE  NIGHT  ^ 

"TN^  d«p  b«^  drr  he  «id.  -our  only  child 
•J^d^her  governs;  you  wiU  not  ne«U«dy  d«» 

•ccompWHrf;  I«a,  Goer.  «»rv«,t  to  imny  out  thi. 
V07  thing,  the  cnwhing  of  a  tyrant'.  brooA** 

TTie  word,  were  .poken  almo.t  «  if  the  burly  man 
wa.  addrewng  an   a-emblagt.   father  than  a.   il 
«pre«ng  the  natural  language  of  hi-  own  heart 
A.  he  «id  the  word,  he  held  up  the  Untem  to 
•urvey  the  apartment;  in  doing  «,  he  rfiowed  hi. 
own  feature,  very  clearly,  at  any  mte  to  Lucille,  who 
wa.  guing  at  him   with   wide^ipen  eye.;    M«k. 
n,o,«lle  had  hidden  her  fac«  altogether,  only  her 
Wack  hair  lowing  on  the  pillow. 
A  broad  forehead,  wide  rather  than  high,  linet 

•trong  aquihne  no«,  a  ma«ive  chin,  the  fece  cZ 
veyed  strength,  honesty,  inteUectual  power,  the 
domination  of  a  personality  rare  in  the  hirtoiy  of 
men.  ' 

tnere  1.  no  one  concealed  under  thoM  bed.-and  I 
look  no  further.''  ««i»— ana  i 

•eek  IS  not  m  this  room,  nor  is  he  within  these  waUs." 
Your  tone  rings  true,  sir,  but  in  that  case  very 
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"Whatl^yktm..- 

"  I «»  indh^d  to  Wi...  you.  perluip.  .g^^ 
brtUr  judgmwt ;  but,  marie  you !  ifiiirbL  wd 
P«^  -o.  ^  ruin  of  thi.  hou-  will  b.  gmit,  likt 
unto  that  built  on  the  ««d  in  Holy  Writ^ 

"  I  wn  content  to  abide  by  that,  lir  ** 

gMB  on  Lucille*!  upturned  face. 

«  Be  not  afraid,  child,"  he  «id,  «  we  a«  righteou. 
»«.  and  not  agai„.t  the  inoffensive  and  the  h^m- 
!«■ ;  ileep  in  peace  with  a  quiet  conwience.'' 

He««ned  to  giv«  her  a  kind  of  benediction,  then 
-^.r^  with  the  light,  and  clo-ed  the  door 

^  A^ew  minute.  Uter  the  g«at  haU  door  Aut  with 

the^l^  uTTL^"^^'  ''"•"  ^'  ^  ^^  of 
the  night  had  been  Master  Cromwell,  himscli: 


BOOK    II 

CHAPTER  I 

"Do you  know  thi. countiy,  Robert f" 
bo^rt*  "".'  '^'  ""-J  ■"«  with  .Ughtl, 

to  •  h<uid»nie  uniform  of  bUick  vdvet  with  rT^ 
white  coOti     Th.        ■  ""  •  Hg» 

riltii!Lr-!r'  «»"n>nment  in  which  he  w„ 

"tt.ngh.rily  ««med  .pp„pri.te  to  the  m«  ,„d  lu" 

Ab»«  the  w,de  he«tl,  hung  «ve»l  hanu,  gitche.  rf 
J^bythewo„d^^,«„,„^„^^" 
'»»^-    By  h-  «de  w«  .  d«l  u.blc,  on  which  U. 

48  ^ 


jyig&iMieifiiifa 
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tfc.  Uhk  ,iU.  hi.  I.g.  .tK*:h«l  out  «  if  ^,i^ 

ma  mm  houn  in  the  wddl«.  ^ 

rW"*  thi.  r««ric.hl,  »«.  rtih  hi.   b«k  to 

th^n^-rt«k.  ,«  th.  p«.„„  to  .horn  h.  h«i 

ttU  time  .  r««g  »ldi„  of  tw«,tH,„  ,^  ^ 
•itUng  .t  th«  uWe.  F  »  «»  mm 

.,^°^*  n^y  '»<l  fe»  -lud.,  no  .upwior.  in  th. 

"rt  the  lengU,  «d  b«Klth  of  the  Britid.  M„7Sl 
"d  «n.ly.A.p«l,  «irtocm«c.lool.ing  «th.,  Omn 
fc««l~me,  there  w«  „„e,hing  .bout  hi.  dememoor 
"d  b«™g  which  .IbcM  M  -ith  whom  he  «. 
fcrought  ,nto  «»tact;  .  On,  ..orf.^  .  ,„^. 

0««^M«J,.  Comm«d.r.in<J,i.f  of  the  Amy  i„ 
8^^;-*h^  -rly  «gn.U.d  out  Om^  D.,c/fc, 
VCW  «c^ition  «d  ..rvice  i  «pidly  p„,„„rtrf  »„ 
the  nnk  of  c.pt«n,  Monk  h-rf  „u«;hed  him  to  hi. 
OTO  p«ti™U,  u«,.    TO,  wiui  prior  to  u,e  un» 
Oefcre  m  extrKwdinuy  ,u<«»ion  of  event,  ended  in 
m^mg  the  Comm«nder-in-aief  of  the  ScoU  Arm» 
•rbiter  of  the  dertinie.  of  England. 
Oliver  CromweU  h«l  pmed  to  hi.  rert,  loiving 
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-^  on  th.  »mbUc,  of  g„«„.m«»,  th«  h. 
«^  into  priv.!.  life  IT..  „,.  ..  u^^  ^ 
•"""ly;  th.  Army  «K«,p„|  „  BUrkl«|h,  ud 
HounJ^  „,^,^  ,h,  mrtmHi.;  0««,J.  Uk. 
I—lwt  Md  H«ri«n  «d  D»bomugh  «p|«l  to 

«eh  of  him  Uikrf  ju.t  tut  o»  quality  ,hich  h«l 

•^'r™'    -   '»    •>*?««.■;    th.    «,bl».    «rf 
country  g^try  p™,i«d  j„  u^j,  ^^  ^^^       ^ 

M»^th«,bdu«Jhop*  -Hou-^tafl^^tumrf 
^«^  t*.t  young  ™„.  th.  h«r  of  .  kingly  „.«. 
th.  nghtfbl  own«.,  „  they  conridend,  of  .  Zj 
thron.,  who,  ,h™  ihi,  rt«y  „p.„ri.  fo^  h„^ 

21;^  con^Ud  ch-nh.,  o,  th.  8«K.u«y 

Ch«fe.  8tu.rt  I  when  would  he  com,  into  hi.  own 
•g.in  i  who  would  bring  him  bMk  to  .  nation  ewer 

"my.  th.  h««.  of.  hund«d  fight.,  wagri  Jrf  ^ 
h«red  the  ,.y ,  the*  Puritm  wldier.  h«l  nothin« 
to  g«„,  «.th,ng  to  hope,  .11  to  W,  f™„  .  stua^^ 
Then  h«l  com.  .  ,t«.k  of  light  ac™»  the  horiwn 
of  the  nation.  The  mm  who  h«l  been  fo«ott«K 
o«rb.k«J.  baril,  co^d«ed  at  Jl,  yet  of  ^ 
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'vMadf  wwrted  hinwelf.  "^ 

ri^!^  "r"' '"'  •*  ""  ""^  "f  "  ""y  of 

•»W.er,  devoW  to  their  GenenJ,  loyj  to  Z 
"»«-.  Sod.  .  f„«.  „,gHt  „„t  b.  ^^^^;» 
"nqu^  .  gre.t  nation,  but  it  «.  the  one  united 
power,  the  one  «,Iid  body.  «n.„g  .  number  of  eon- 

GenenU  Monk,  .t  the  he«l  of  hi,  eight  thou«urf 

m»^m,rched«ro«  the  Bo.aer«,d  proceeded  tow«d. 
I«^  What  would  he  do  ?  what  did  he  p«po«  ? 
w»M  he  deeUre  for  .  P„lian,e„t  f  «,old  he  ^ 
come  the  oppo«tion  of  the  Army  enam,ped  near  the 
metropoh,  ?  could  he  bring  b«;l,.  woi^he.  if  he 
"uld,  Charle,  Stuart  ?  <"«  ne,  u  he 

There  were  the  quertions  which  were  being  adted 
«»oughout  the  length  and  bre«lth  of  the  Uu^ 
weary  and  watchful.  ' 

Monk  h«i  now  re«hed  the  centre  of  Enghmd,  «,d 
1^  madehi.  per«,nd  head-quarter,  in  a  &„nhou« 
l»twe«.lY«,t  and  Avon.  He  had  .umm«,ed  dJ^ 
".to  Im  pre^nce;  the  latter  had  but  jurt  come  in 
when  Ge^nU  Monk  questioned  him  .,'to  hiaW 
ledge  of  that  part  of  the  country. 
"No,  General,  not  very  well,  I  am  afraid,"  Darcy 

2       IJ,  .r  ''"  "**^"  ^"^^^  '^  ^y»  bul  Ih^ 
not  viated  the  neighbourhood  since.'* 
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«  What  brought  you  here,  Robert  ?  " 
Abbf  ^^  mother    h«    connectioiui   at    Gnwgeland 

.tupnse.     "That    is  cupiou-,^'  he  said  to  himsdS 
•^to  voce  hut  suffidently  aloud  to  reach  his  hearer; 

knew  Sir  Eveljm  Lee  years  ago.  and  have  ever  had  a 
high  opinion  of  his  judgment  and  character  ^ 

"  He  struck  me  much,  sir,  as  a  smaU  boy,   I 
remember;  I  was  not  a  little  afraid  of  him." 
Were  you  ever  afraid  of  any  one  ?  - 

Q^Wn  Darey  smiled,  when  he  did  so  his  face 

aimostsadfor  so  young  a  man,  perhaps  due  to  an 
expenence  of  war  commenced  at  an  early  a«e  and 

^Z  ~"f  T  "^*  '*^^"~^^«  *«  com/etTsa^ 
&ctH,n  with  the  issue  whatever  it  might  be.  A 
-oldier  doubtfid  of  his  cause,  unless  he  is  a  me^ 
oena^,  is  not  to  be  envied;  to  be  happy  he  must 
feel  himself  in  the  right 

"  I  am  afraid  of  you,  sir,-  he  replied. 

"That  is  as  it  should  be;  although  I  have  not 
recognized  any  expression  of  such  feeling !    However 

tu:::'  T- 1-  "'^^  *^  ^-g^iand'Abbe;;!::^^ 

the  tahl^«g,ve  my  best  respects  to  Sir  Evelyn  Lee. 
-d  say  I  should  like  to  He  two  night,  under  iT^ 
If  the  proposal  meets  with  his  approval" 
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*♦  Yes,  rir ;  when  thai]  I  rtart  ?" 

"  With  the  dawn,  on  the  morrow ;  you  can  take 
M  many  men  with  you  as  you  choose,  the  district  is 
not  without  kwless  character  since  General  Lambert 
m«rehed  in  this  direction.'' 

"  I  have  no  fear,  sir,  that  with  my  body-servant. 
Corporal  Longstaffe,  I  shaU  win  through  with  your 
message."  "^ 

«  Very  well ;  you  can  remain  to-morrow  night  at 

Z^r'  '  '"^^  "^  ^°"  '^  ™'^^  - 

Robert  Darcy  bowed,  and  went  out 
As  far  as  his  eye  could  see  camp  fires  lighted  every 
vantage-point,  twinkling    Uke  glow-worms  in    the 
distance,  giving  out  ruddy  flames  nearer  to    the 
General's  quarters.     Men  were  busy  cooking  their 
evemng    meal;    the  officers    were  billeted  in    the 
cottages  surrounding  the  farmstead.     Captain  Darcy 
had  a  room  assigned  him  under  the  same  roof  as 
General  Monk,  himself.     A  powder  of  snow  lay  upon 
the  ground,  the  sun  had  just  set,  the  twili^t  of 
winter  was  on  the  scene,  about  to  yield  itself  to  the 
white  mist  of  oncoming  night. 

Bapcy  turned  his  footsteps  in  the  direction  of  the 
■tables;  the  fiirmer  was  a  noted  horse-breeder-  he 
owned  a  long  range  of  loose-boxes,  stebling,  and 
coachhouses.  This  accommodation  was  of  service  to 
tte  mounted  troops  of  the  Geneml.  Issuing  fow, 
the  open  door  of  one  of  these  outbuildings  came  a 
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man  bMring  an  empty  bucket,  which  he  wm  about 
to  611  with  water,  at  a  pump  in  the  yaid  ;  his  shirt- 
■beves  were  turned  up,  his  arms  bare;  spare  and 
■hort,  he  hardly  looked  the  man  of  strength,  resolu- 
tion, and  hardihood  which  those  well  acquainted 
with  him  knew  him  to  be ;  a  wiaen  face,  small  twink- 
ling eyes,  a  skin  so  weatherbeaten  that  its  original 
colouring  was  long  foigotten,  and  would  now  be  haid 
to  determine  as  to  both  hue  and  texture. 

He  saluted  the  Captain  with  his  disengaged  hand. 
♦*  You  must  have  the  hors  •  ready  by  eight  o'clock 
to-morrow,  I  want  you  to  ride  with  me ;  give  them 
a  good  feed  before  we  start** 
«  Yes,  Captain." 

** We  are  to  go  on  the  General's  errand;  the 
country,  he  tells  me,  has  a  sprinkling  of  men  who 
may  wish  to  stop  us ;  he  suggested  taking  two  or 
three  troopers.** 

"  We  shall  do  just  as  weU  without  them,  sir.** 
"So  I  told  him.** 

"If  the  crows  are  hungry,  hereabouts,  there  is 
sufficient  flesh  on  our  bones  to  feed  th«n.** 
"  I  don't  know  about  you,  Longstaffe !  ** 
The  man  looked  down  at  his  skmny  arms  and 
laughed:   "Perhaps  you  are  right,  sir;   I  do  not 
think  we  shall  come  to  it!** 

"  Neither  do  I ;  we  have  only  to  keep  our  eyes 
open,  and  our  wer.pons  ready." 
"  I  will  answer  for  both.  Captain," 
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JJ^  rf"  '  ""  ''""•  -«'''•*  •"»  »  thought  it 
brtter  to  ten  you  wh.t  G«,e«I  Monk  Ml'  ^ 

inank  you,  «r.  A»  Ions  u  vour  ri.i,  i  •  . 
•m  quit,  content  to  run  it  •  ff  "5™!^  ?""  ^ 
ii  only  a  cu.  „r  ™,  "•  "^""Kooyounelmit 
tjn  «  ^       "  *™"'™"  '^  hi"  «r»«t,  if  we 

^  rSl^  *"  ""  """«"-  l*^-  -  W  been 

"  Ye«,  Mr." 

"  H.ve  hreakfart  ready  for  both  of  u«  - 
hi.^'"*""^''"-^*-«"-ktowa.,. 
He  «ceuded  to  hi,  «o„  „^  „,, 

th.«.u„dtT„e„'tiXt;'"„t~^-w 

-»«<»«.  «nt  by  the  prowli.  JpXn^  Z" 
London,  nominaUy  to  «lvi«  with  'T  ""!"' *™ 

~"y  to  ,py  out 'hi.  ::zr^  ^"^  ""*• 

It  was  a  day  of  fear,  of  anxietv  of  *«-.«». 

been  Zt  a  Jad  rf  """"^ '  «J"  i  >»  W 

««■  <«t  a  h«l  of  seven  or  eight  when  hi.  mother 
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brought  him  with  her  to  the  Abbey.  Sir  Evelyn 
«d  I^y  I^  had  jurt  returned  from  their  ertato. 
in  ftcardy  with  them  w..  a  baby,  b.„,    ^  ^^ 

he  remembered  the  child,  «he  had  .tirml  his  bovirfi 
cuno«ty,  ..he  had  never  been  in  close  contact  with 
«  infant  before.  Fifteen  yea«  had  pa«ed  rince 
then  ;  now  he  wa«  «  man,  older  than  hi.  yea,^ 
«T>enenced  in  camp  and  battle-field,  a  wldier, 
Jdiooled  in  the  harsh  le«on«  of  actual  warfare. 
Of  kte  he  had  heanl  little  of  his  connections  at  the 
Abbey ;  «,me  whisper  had  reached  him  of  failing 
health  on  the  part  of  Sir  Evelyn  Lee;  then  of  tS 

t^?u.^^^^°""-  He  wondered  whether  the 
child  had  hved ;   if  so  she  must  now  be  maturing 

towards  womanhood.  It  was  a  curious  cireumrtan* 
that  he,  a  comiection  of  the  family  although  not 
very  near,  should  have  been  selected  as  Geneml 
Monks  representative  to  bear  his  message. 

ftesently    supper    was    served    by  the    farmer*, 
dau^ter,  who  divided  with  her  mother  the  waiting 

oT^rC.^'"^"^--"«-^P-"^ 
clli  ^  -"»*  b^Jcfest  at  dawn  to-morrow,** 

Thank  you,  sir,  I  shaU  be  busy  with  the  cows." 

An  hour  later  Darcy  retired  to  rest;  the  troops 

had  had  a  long  mareh  and  he  was  somewhat  weaty^ 

'^brough  the  waU  stiU  came  the  strife  of  tong!^, 

They  seem  to  be  holding  a  debate,''he  said  to  him- 
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-df.  with  .  «„lle, « the  GenenJ  b  not  likdj  to  «drt 

foroij  he  u  fcr  too  wiW  for  that- 
GwomI  Monk  wu  g„,„g  ^  „„  ^y^ 

out  .  ™,d,,  p„h,p.  the   mort  memombU  ^ 

j2;^t^th..h.,ehi.to^„E„,;::::^:::^ 

JJ*te»g  the  opuuon.  of  the  counUy,  e»ec«Uv  of 
frtr  Lee  w„  one,  he  «ogni«d  perfectly  th.t 
«"  Amy,  repre«,nted  the  true  voice  of  the  hurf ,  ft 

«de  ftom  the  .trife  which  embittered  p.r.7e.,l«Ari 
"t  ^^J-r-  to  "»  d«<™  of  ."hitter  Ja 
more jettled  <Uy.  Monk  hin.«If  «dd  nothing  he 
^  "mfidence  by  hi.  very  .i,e„ee ,  he  Z!'J^ 

recZilT^  .T  '*°"  '"  «»"«*  "«>  him 

"""gnued  «  Ulent  under  hi.  mwvellou.  quietude. 


CHAPTER  II 


IV   EOUTK 

Simon  Louon-Airri:  laid  a  Ugfat  touch  on  his 
maater's  shoulder;  he  had  been  moving  about  the 
room  before  arousing  him  with  that  silent,  cat-like 
tread  which  some  servants  have  by  instinct— 
especially  men — and  others  never  acquire. 

A  fire  was  burning  in  the  grate,  breakfast  was  hud 
on  a  square  table  between  the  couch  and  the  fire- 
place,  on  a  skewer  a  rasher  of  bacon  was  frialing 
near  to  the  flame,  which  a  block  of  dry  wood  was 
sending  forth,  as  it  blazed  mt  rily;  it  was  a 
campaigners  meal  in  preparation. 

Darcy  roused  immediately. 

**  What  sort  of  day,  Longstaffe  ?  " 

"Fine  and  bright,  sir,  with  the  sun  getting  up 
late,  the  mist  in  the  valleys." 

"That  will  do ;  I  hope  the'horses  are  fit  ?" 

"Fit  as  a  fiddle.  Captain;  I  gave  them  a  good 
meal  before  coming  to  your  room,  plenty  of  oats, 
and  a  drink  of  warm  mash.'' 

While  Ixmgstaffe  was  answering  these  quectioni, 
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^^^  »wr  oe  sent  LongsUfTe  out  for  the 


They  cMne  up  to  the  door  of  ih*.  U^u 
»     •  cutter  of  hoofc.  to«iZ     ,  T  f*"^*^  "^^ 
»««ng  ttrwght  in  fWint  of   them    ♦K.n    k.  i  • 

Moonlight  over,  .t„,k«,  h„  nJ^Twh.^  "w 
«.  «d  pun«l  the  lock  of  hi,  ',„^^  '"^^ 
^ta-Uoh^eye.   MoooUghttun^,  JJr 

The  fimn-servanti  were  alrcadv  lutir  w{*k 

the  v.n.y,  i„  the  c»t«tf  "J^JT  ^  »' 
G»e„a MonkUd .hc«„  for'^h^'hlTi^'^ 

out  tlil  JL^  >«7  on  the  ro«t.  iblC^Tcki-, 
^^ 8^  ""^  "d  ""king  them  glej,"^ 

«.tt«ed  bro«le«t  on  the  n««l«w,.  during  the  n^^ 
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It  WM  an  exitikniting  morning;  Duty  felt  its 
infliMoceM  he  flung  hinueir  into  the  Mddle.    Always 
quiet  and  Mlf<ontained,  on  that  morning  he  waa 
coowout  of  an  unuMial  aenie  of  excitement,  a  feeling 
of  adventure,  a.  if  he  were  some  knight-emuit,  entering 
upon  a  strange  world,  which  promised  a  trial  of  skill, 
to  put  his  mettle  to  the  test     He  wondered  to  himself 
^   -t  it  was  which  was  thus  stirring  in  his  veiot. 
Was  it  due  to  the  General's  words  on  the  previous 
d*y  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  country; 
WM  it  the  intoxication  of  the  crisp  frost-laden  air 
meeting  the  nun's  Iciu;  or  was  it  something  as  yet 
unknown  which  lay  hidden  in  the  immediate  ftiture  ? 
Qoeely  attended  by  Simon  Longstaffe,  Darcy  put 
his  hone  to  the  canter,  and  passed  rapidly  through 
the  double  files  of  tents.    His  attention  was  taken 
IV  at  the  beginning  with  the  necessary  guidance  of 
Moonlight;  parts  of  the  track  were  slippery  with  ice, 
the  sides  near  to  the  hedgerows  where  the  grass 
grew  thickly  were  mudi  easier  for  the  animals. 

As  the  day  opened  out,  and  the  sun's  power 
increased,  the  going  became  more  difficult;  their 
•peed  was  necessarily  slow.  After  they  had  left  the 
confines  of  the  camp  behind  them,  the  country  was 
•parsely  inhabited;  here  and  there  was  a  ferm- 
•tead,  nestling  among  gentle  hills,  with  its  duster  of 
cottages.  They  had  traversed  half-a-dozen  miles 
before  they  came  to  an  inn ;  it  stood  at  the  junction 
of  three  cross-roads;  as  they  pulled  up  an  osUer 
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>  to  the  hMda  of  the  honM.    Dwty  qo«tioo«i 
^  •bout  tbt  RMd,  flung  him  •  eoin,  th«»  rode  on. 
At  midday  they  halted  in  a  umall  township;  in  the 

■wrket  tquare  the  sign  of  the  White  Hone  invit«l 

ttavellen  to  alight  and  refttah  ihenut  Ive^ 
•*  We  will  dine  hers,  LongsbiiTe,**  Captain  Daicy 

•id;   "lee    to    the    hone*,  and    then   loolt  after 

joonelH'* 

-Yes,  dr." 

The  hort  of  the  White  Hone  cmme  forwaid  for 
orden,  dreiwd  with  a  long  white  apron  and  a  girdle 
round  hia  middle,  from  which  c'?p(»Kkd  a  skewer,  a 
bunch  of  keys,  and  a  corkscrew. 

••  What  will  your  honour  be  pleased  to  take ?** 

**  Anything  you  have  ready."* 

•n»  innkeeper  enumerated  pasties  and  cold  joints. 

Dtrcy  ordered  what  he  raquiraL 

<*  You  have  come  from  the  Army,  sir,  fay  the  look  ?  "* 
the  landlord  venttued. 

"Yes,  I  left  head-quarten  this  morning.''  D«rcy 
■»w  no  reason  for  disguising  the  truth. 

"Tliere  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  in  the  Up-room 
*bout  your  General,  sir,  during  the  last  few  nighU" 
The  landlord  w«  j  waiting  at  the  table  as  he  spoke. 

Barcy  did  not  reply ;  like  his  master  he  could  be 
reticent  on  occasion. 

"These  are  bad  times,  sir,"  the  landlonl  went  on, 
not  discouraged  by  the  silenoe ;  "  not  much  trade, 
and  plenfy  of  lawless  people  about" 
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-So  I  haw  h«,i,- QipUIn  Diuty  wiipondid. 
-Ahf  W9  .hoakl  UU  to  ••!  tJi.  good  old  Uam 
htnA  agidii.** 

••ThedapofOUvCT?" 

-Ajr..  or  earlier  rtlll,  when  •  king  w«.  dttJng  in 
Ijoodoo  with  the  HouM  of  Fwliwnent  round  him; 
that'i  what  the  lilce.  of  u.  want  to  we  again ;  tht 
«»«*«  of  the  noble,  on  the  road  calling  at  the 
White  Hone  a.  they  go  up  and  down  ;  the  ladiee 
taken  up  to  lee  the  Queen  to  make  their  cu.  lay  to 
Her  Majesty.    I  have  known  when  eveiy  room  in 
thtthouMs  wa.  ftdl,  and  every  .tall  in  the  jaid  had  a 
*»<«•  'Hth  a  groom  to  mind  it    If  your  General 
can  make  thoM  day.  come  back  again  eveiy  man  in 
the  countryiide  wiU  give  him  Uewing.*' 

"You  will  be  able  to  teU  him  «,  your«lf,  land- 
loni ;  he  it  probably  coming  this  way." 

The  hott  swelled  out  his  chest:  «I  wiU  speak  up 
to  him;  'Honest  John'  some  folk  caU  me;  John 
Sparrow  is  my  name,  dr.  Honest  John  always  says 
•tniight  what  is  at  the  back  of  his  mind.*' 

"It  is  a  dangerous  gift,  sometimes,"  the  Captain 
cinnmented. 

"Ohf  well,  sir,  I  have  an  eye  to  my  guests,  and  I 
know  what  they  want" 

"So  you  say  what  they  want,  eh, Master  Sparrow  ? 
they  may  weU  caU  you  Honest  John,"  Dorey  smiled 

grimly.   "HowfermayitbefromheretoGiangeland 
Abbey? "he  then  inquirwi 
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••Somt  dz  iBiki,iir ;  good  wikI  for  th«  flwt  thnt, 
tiMn  A  bit  rough  until  you  oome  to  Sir  Evtljn  Lm*. 
prapirty ;  be'i  a  flnt  gtntlcman,  dr,  but  m  bit  broken 
of  kt«  months  lincv  h«  loit  hii  wife.  It  ought  to 
bt  A  good  cUy  for  him,"  the  huidlord  continued, 
"if  aomt  one  cooms  into  hia  own  again,  if  all  that  if 
■•id  b«  tnit.** 

•*  Which  b  vwy  rardy  the  ca^.*  Darcy  put  in. 

*•!  think  thii  is  pretty  near  the  mark,  anyway; 
there  b  a  rumour,  hereabouts,  that  Sir  Evefyn  Lee 
rowed  across  the  Avon  one  dark  night  with  a  guest 
on  board  that  some  folk  would  like  to  have  Heen 
had  the  light  been  better,  or  thdr  eyes  more  .pry." 

*  Did  Sir  Evelyn  teU  you  that  ?  "  Darcy  inquired. 

•*  Not  he,  sir ;  but  a  poaching  chap,  who  comes 
here  with  game  now  and  again,  told  how  he  lay  in 
a  ditch  while  the  boat  touched  the  shore,  and  two 
passengers  found  horses  waiting  for  them  under  some 
trees.  I  heard  fWmi  another  stmrce  that  there  had 
been  a  hue-and-cry  through  the  Abbey  grounds,  ami 
the  house  itself,  after  a  distinguished  visitor  who, 
■trange  to  say,  was  not  there  to  receive  a  call ;  I  put 
two  and  two  together,  sir,  and  leave  it  for  what  it  is 
worth.** 

"I  should  not  tell  that  story  to  every  one,  my 
friend,"  the  Captain  advised,  as  he  rose  from  the 
Uble. 

"A  few  months  ago,  sir,  I  would  not  have  breathed 
it  to  a  soul,  but  now  times  are  changed  ;  we  drink  a 
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li«lth  »mm  tht  w»tor.bottIt  mty  nJghl  b  tht 
tap>raom,  no  om  gAinMjing  Jf* 

Sob«t  Dtity  paid  hi.  wckooing  with  «  mlkt 
iUmmt  John  kntw  bow  to  cfaurg*,  doubtki.  tho 

few  gucrt*  hMl  to  eonpaiMU  for  the  Uck  of  th« 
w«njr. 

tht  White  Hone  .ugg«rt«l  mother  rmmm  for  the 
cwning  of  Geneml  Monk  to  Gmngeknd  Abbey ! 
The  Comnuuider-in^ief  of  wh*t  hud  once  been  th 
Scot.  Army,  now  the  Annj  of  occupetion,  had  th* 
peculiw  fkculty  for  obtaining    information  whicL 
•omeUme.  goe.  with  extreme  reticence  on  the  part 
of  the  recipient    Monii,  who  confided  hi.  opinion, 
to  none,  who  heard  everything  and  Mid  nothing,  had 
hi.  ean  ever  open  to  receive  fact,  which  might  be  of 
u«e.    Hi.  aide-de-immp  was  weU  awaie  of  thia  char- 
•ctenetic;  be  could  nci  help  fimcying  that  .om.. 
thing  of  thi.  .toiy  of  the  inn-keeper  had  filterad 
through  to  General  Monk',  intelligence  department ; 
that  he  wa.  coming  lo  awertain  for  himnlf. 

Tl>e  Januivry  day  wa.  at  it.  beet,  a.  the  two  riden 
iMde  their  way  toward.  Grangeland  Abbey  by  th« 
route  indicated  to  them  at  the  inn  they  had  left 
fJ^'  *  "^'^^  farmstead,  became  more  plentiftil ; 
the  blue  nmoke  from  chimney-rtack.  made    it«If 
apparent  in  the  clear,  cri«p  air  again.t  the  .kyUne. 
Another  half-hour  would  Me  them  entering  the  p«rk 
of  the  Abbey,  which  Darcy  remembered  to  be  ex- 
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t«dT«^,  OM  of  the  few  raooUeotiooa  which  held  their 
groond  from  hi*  childhood'i  vint 

They  hed  now  washed  the  pMt  of  the  rowi  whew 
toavdlwg  wei  not  fitvoorable  to  the  honei,  ud 
Proceeded  almoet  at  walking  pace. 

Robert  Darcy  pulled  up,  saying:  "What  wae 
that?''  Moonlight,  the  more  senaitive  animal  ot 
the  two,  had  pricked  her  ears,  and  waa  lacing  round 
toward,  a  cross-road  which  cut  the  one  they  were 
travennng  at  right  angles.  Some  coane  laughter 
reiched  them,  followed  by  the  sound  of  blows  a. 
ifra  a  leathern  jerkin.  It  seemed  strange  to  hear 
theee  sounds  as  not  a  person  was  in  view. 

"We  will  find  out  what  these  jokers  are   busy 
•bout,    Darcy  remariced,  turning  his  horse  in  the 

fraction  from  which  the  sounds  proceeded.    Long- 
■t«ft  was  riding   at    his  saddle-bow.    «You  can 
await  me  here,''  his  master  directed. 
"Yes,  dr." 

Three  minutes'riding  sufficed  to  turn  the  comer  of 
thfc  .TOss-road,  and  bring  Darcy  into  view  of  the  spM» 
which  lay  beyond.    Hie  sight  which  met  hi.  ^ 

artoniAed  him  ;  on  the  top  of  a  smaU  knoll  was  an 
elm;  laAed  to  the  trunk  of  it  a  middle-aged  man 

feoed  the  tree  with  his  back  to  the  itiad.  His  bullet- 
diaped  head  and  short-cropped  hair  were  uncovered. 
A  genUeman  dressed  in  the  height  of  feahion  sat  on 
horseback,  looking  on  with  contemptuous  gaw ;  two 
sturdy  lackey,  were  engaged  in  chastiang  the  un- 
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"f—k  out,  nun,  nd  ,■««  jgor  tkln." 

•*ta-«li  ft»h  blow.  foUowri  hi.  dbnct 

nu^^cW  »p  Moonlight  with  .  touch  of  hi. 
2«^«»J  «d  b»oght  Um«lf  ft.,  to  ft«with 
th«  n»n  OB  honeb-A.  It.  Utter  w»  ringuWl, 
;«d-»«.  "d  .f  .  dqKrtnent  which  ««vqr«2k 

"mting  inttifeeiiM.  ^^^ 

^  dirt««..„y,  ^  .  i^a^  we«  th.  low 

^rf  which  gi.™«,  „  th,  .„„iigrju;i 

tJlJir?^ ''"*« '^  ~™*  "^  how.- fcrt  on 
U» ro.4 h«l  t^nri lurf  looked  .t  thdr m-te^ 

fted.  n»b™ct.on.,  the  leather  of  the  victim'.  i«k" 

O^U^  ".  the  mean^g  of  thi.  ««,. 

^  rtrmger  lifted  hi.  h«d  haughtfl,:  «M» 
-«nnt.  «en,  to  think  thi.  n»,  worthjof  Lm^ 
^t^BytheKo«l,,.„i^^^.^ 

"  He  hM  doubtlew  done  wme  wrong  ? "_«  n.^ 
P«t  U»  q^,„  h.  gu^  .,  th^n.«rtl^ 

iedb^'T.'^'™*'""'^-'^'^'^ 
««umed  before,  h«l  rekxed.  now  that  the  blow,  hid 

.1  be  hung,  „  it  ,«..  „pp,^  b,  the  cord. 
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whfeh  bound  him,-  if  roffcring  phyrical  pidn  wd 
«h«irtion.    Although  not  an  old  man,  hi.  hdr  w« 
gwy,  which,  together  with  his  obvious  «ifferimr 
"^  Cptain  IXuxy^scompMrion ;  he  w«  the  nZ 
determined  to  have  an  explanation. 

-You  can  .ee  the  sort  of  rascal  he  is  bv  the  look 
of  Wm;  «,e  of  Oliver's  dose^pped  knaves  that 
h«Ti«d  this  country  and  made  it  uninhabitable  for 
^tmen;  we  bade  him  damn  his  master,  and  say 
God  save  the  King;  he  declined  to  doeither,and  my 
-ervants  have  been  teaching  him  a  little  lesson,  which 
may  be  of  service  when  His  Majesty  come,  into  his 
own  again." 

"Do  you  m«u,  to  ten  me,"  Da«y  demanded, 
that  for  no  other  cause  you  have  thus  maltreated 

a  man  on  the  highway,  who  ha.  as  much  right  to  it 
as  you  and  I?''  * 

^Maltreated!''  the  other  echoed,  "if  you  caU  that 

maltaeating  there  will  be  another  by  the  side  of  him 
ere  many  seconds  are  pasaxl" 


CHAPTER  HI 

A  DDXL  ON  H0B8KBACX 

FoiTUK.  h«  an  ironical  way  with  her ;  Ae  «K)rt. 
«>metime8  with  human  life  «nd  detiny;  Ae  take. 
^  ««  the  waves  a  piece  of  flotmun,  a.  the  wind.  . 
feather,  and  carrie.  it  whew  die  ha.  a  mind. 

Sometime,  we  look  back  over  the  part  and  ««  a 
point  where  a  deviation  occurred  which  affected  aU 
^followed  upon  it,  a  hinge  in  the  great  door, 
I»«ing  through  which  eii.tence  took  on  a  new 
•«pect;  yet  when  we  came  to  that  pomt  of  deviation 
ita  importance  wa.  aU  un.u.pected,  the  feet  that  it 
wa.  a  hinge  unknown. 

Robert  Baxcy  at  thi.  moment  reali«d  grave 
««^  saw  underlying  truth.,  but,  neverthdL, 
r^J--<^  which  became  clear  to  him  in  the  iZ 
light  cart  upon  It  afterward..  What  he  felt  at  thi. 
moment  had  not  to  do  with  hi.  own  pergonal  for- 
W^  ^t -th  the  future  of  hi.  counC^^eh  I 
loved  with  a  pa«ionate  devotion  hidden  under  a 
seemmg^y  cold  exterior.  England  wa.  in  the  mael- 
Strom  of  change ;  die  h«I  been  through  cri^ie.  which 
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'"•d  ttratoed  her  to  the  utmost,  taxi 
*«^^c™dble  in  which  thTtoL  JZ 

awnuia.     rb«i  had  oome  the   ron  rule  of  mi« 
^ItK^i^J*"  of  hi.  o«,  wiU  «Hl  charter 
■»Uit«.y  dtiepotum  1  Uwy  i««  uiKler  U»  heel  rf  . 

name  wiu  avI         .  ^  ^  I^^«'  o^  W« 

«^w«  even  greater  at  home.  Where  the,*  fa 
fear  there  can  never  be  liberty;  a  nation  ofl^ 
m^wa.  in  bondage;  lean^ing Jt' wastt  t^^ 
"^  lemons  as  the  prison-houBe  can  teach,  ^^' 
Robert  Darcy,  and  his  master    Geneml  a^ 

Monk  were  of  th«e  who  hoped  tllit^^t^SZ 
W  been  le,„,t,  that  the  «dcle«,  .pirfj,^  ^ 

"r^gance  which  h«l  marked  the  goven^  J^ 

*«d.^  of  the  Stuart  king,  h«i  ^elL  phL  t^  " 

^r:.    t"^*'  to  .wi«r  in.tinct'.f  n.Z™! 
tion.   On  the  other  h«rf.  it  wa,  «.ticipated  iCZ 
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^     ■■'•J'*""  ^  the  Pnrltan  had  tpmi  its  fom; 

~cto  nyt  be  expected  towanfa  a  k,yr  charity. 
»  wMk  and  wimt  outlook. 

OontweU  wm  dewl,  the  fbtnn  w«.  in  the  hm  of 
^  god^  A  tmaU  thing,  the  wiU  of  one  man,* 
^nge  of  aentitoent  on  the  p«t  of  the  people,  might 
hrfaig  about  lemilti  of  immediate  and  yet  perman«t 
aMiacter. 

Robert  Jhicy  had  been  thinking  theie  tUngi  m 

a  greater  than  he  had  thought  them,  when  he  ttarttd 
on  big  errand  for  Grangeland  Abbey.    Saw  theie 

had  come  to  him  a  rude  awakenbg ;  before  his  eyes 
was  enacted  an  isokted  wrong,  but  the  fear  was  that 
It  was  symptomatic ;  here  was  a  man,  about  thirty 
yew*  of  age,  old  enough  to  have  memories,  young 
enoi^tohave  a  future,  typical  of  a  class,  the  das. 
which  if  the  King  were  brought  b«i  again  would 
hold  the  destinies  of  the  nation  in  their  hands;  this 
handsomely-dressed  stranger,  patrician  to  his  finger- 
tips,  had  taken  the  first  opportunity  to  dispky  an 
ammus  which  had  ah^y  proved  the  ground  of 
bitter  strife,  which  had  madeof  the  fiiir  edifice  of  the 
greatest  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth  a  ruin 

Darcy's  heart  sank  as  his  blood  boiled.  At  any 
rate  his  should  be  the  hand  which  redressed  this 
wrong. 

Moonlight  had  been  champing  her  bit  impatiently 
pawmg  with  her  right  fore-foot  until  the  sparics  flew 
out  under  her  hoof  from  the  frosted  gromid.     With 
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JV>«  »»»««»  of  i«,^fc^ 

Mr  to  the  Side  of  the  rmuL     l«  .  ii  (  ™»°* 

«>»•»  1^  «ord.  .^  Cj,t  ft  dJJf       ^ 
o-^ry,  .hid.  bo^rf  JviLi^  taX  C^' 

r^J  "-*"%  under  th.  t<«ch  of  1  fiJT^ ' 

looker!  .♦  K^  J  V  °^  ■*"^"«^  poMtion.    He 

™™y  gmWtaUy,  but  with  .  certain  .umlcion  u  if 

jae  two  hck<y.  uif  <u„  u„,.^.  uLr^,  . 

_rry ,.""  ""^"K  '«•«' !    beneath  that    cahn 
«^or  there  lurk«J  hidden  «.,..  rt^ngth/ieX^ 

ur^:^ "««'''« "-ted  thirc-r^- 
^^to*t  ::e?tt?':^'rr™-^ 

W.,.^teri„,^„4r^^-J^;^-^^^_^. 
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UirBeagyiirtone,abuUy  none  the  log  tUt  lie  l»i 
•  pstridan  appeumnoe,  a  noUe  bearing. 
ITie  two  -word.  claAed  in  mid^.  the  qiark.  flew. 

OMty  had  a  double  disadvantage:  Moonlight  wa. 

-tanding  on  lower  ground,  the  stranger  having  the 

choice  of  position,  the  light,  too,  was  in  Daity's  eyes. 

the  sun,  setting  red,  striking  just  over  the  top.  of 

S^nt^Z"  ^"^  "*'  ^  **'  ^  horsemanrbut 
Monk  .  wde^e-camp  was  a  soldier  who  had  seen  red 
fighbng  from  the  days  he  had  been  a  mere  stripling ; 
his  first  thought  was  to  parry  the  attack  rather  than 
make  his  own  good,  then  manamvre  into  a  mort, 
fevourable  position.     He  backed  Moonlight  slowly, 
.ideway^  wWe  more  by  instinct  than  by  actual  sight 
he  met  the  blade  of  his  antagonist  at  every  pcTt 
flatter  thought  he  was  retreating,  trying  to  make 
good  his  escape,  and  so  pressed  on,  doubly  rainimr 
blow  on  blow.    The  sound  they  made  brx,ke  the  stalu 
ne«  of  the  quiet  afternoon,  as  the  laughter  of  the 
lackeys  had  done  before. 

LongstalTe  heard  it,  and  gaUoped  to  see  what  had 
befallen.  He  sat  transfixed  with  astonishment  when 
he,  too,  rounded  the  comer  which  his  master  had 
pawed  a  short  time  previously.  He  smiled;  no 
doubt  of  the  issue  disturbed  his  confidence  •  there 
was  not  a  trick  of  fence,  French,  Italian,  or  English, 
which  Darcy  had  not  studied  with  tUt  determil^ti^ 
to  master  it  which  was  apart  of  his  very  nature  •  it 
was  improbable  that  this  strwiger  had  had  anything 
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-tot  ••  Dnejrinind  rt  the  mot  which  h.  k^ 

«4B.rftJ«  blow,  hot  «mK  blood  ««ftoB  th.  ««! 
•mi,  iriuch  wu  improtectal 

tt^  Amy.Md.tth.  ««„tio»toc««d  the 
-Pdity  of  h«  bio,..  Now  it  w«  hi.  riv««.^ 
ten  to  give  bull.  "wye 

»v  ^rtq,  tte  ho»e  he  w«  ridi«g.  .Mwering  to 
■one  touch  on  the  nart  of  kt.  «.-  *^  ^* 

hr  foot  and  ^£r!l        ^**''«*^*  ^•^^^"ot 
^RK>t,  and  yard  by  yard,  until  at  lenMh  the  heart 

»«i  gooe  agabH  the  b«J,  his  hixKl-to  ^  i^ 
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Mn*  lib  hmite  Mted  OB  tkt  gKODd.  TU 
Mm,  bis  •ttantioo  taktn  np  wHh  hit  hont^b  ndcko 
pUght,  lost  gaud  for  m  lingle  ioftaat;  ht  ««•  at 
Ihnftnmcj,  Tlie  kttw  gmre  him  the  pdat  of  hit 
w'aopon,  hot  only  sufficientlj  to  touch  and  gitm  hit 
■Un  omr  the  heart;  then  with  oonrammate  hotae- 
MmAip  he  rained  back  Moonlight  into  the  ^J^h 
of  the  higfawaj,  aflbrding  hit  advenair  opportunitv 
to  racovcr  hinueU: 

To  gome  men  this  generom  oooduct  would  h«ft 
mewt  oomtponding  appredation,  a  lenM  of  grati- 

tode,  for  the  oourte^  and  generodty  di^jed ;  but 
the  natun  of  this  man  with  whom  Daxcjhad  to  deal 
wai  difftrent,  not  Cuhioned  in  lo  fine  a  mould.  Hie 
fccofluAedangrUy;  he  hated  Darey  the  mow  at  hie 

moment  of  obligation  than  he  had  done  in  the  iupreme 
height  of  conflict 

Scoring  hit  iteed  Mvagely  with  hit  heel,  and 
striking  it  with  the  flat  of  hit  fwofd,  in  a  bound  he 
had  regained  the  centre  of  the  road  qiponte  to 
where  Ducy  lat,  like  any  equeetrian  statue. 

**  You  hare  won,  sir,  in  the  first  round;  you  shall 
rue  the  result  in  the  second,''  he  cried. 

For  the  second  time  Dutjy  said  not  a  wotd,  bat 
raised  his  weapon  to  receive  the  renewed  attack. 

It  was  not  destined,  however,  to  occur ;  the  clatter 
of  horses' feet  sounded  once  more  on  the  road.  Both 
the  combatants  turned  to  ga«  in  the  directton  ftttt 
whence  the  sounds  pro«|^ded,^e«ch  wondering  wheAer 


M.  .J^J?^^*^"^  «*  fl«  Into  mIddW 

*f!I^u^  "^  *^  "»k»0'n.  both  «l„t-L 

Z^^^  .«•  •"  th.  dung.  ,Wd.  hX«J 
ont  Sir  Evdja  nno.  h.  wu  Uh  »  u        f"" 

formation  which  th.  p«««  0^3?  .*^ 
*""-' '°^  ■»".  «^  <"  vigour,  now  ^^'I^ 
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*«ch«  WW  whiu,  U.  fi«  linrf,  hi,  jjoufclm  bwt  I 
UbHi  aad  wrnm,  tht  gmt  lomir  oT  his  «rirt«etp 
had  pfDdiio«l  Umm  tflbett  tvw  mora  Umu  tht  wmn 
which  intemMd.  ^^ 

I>M«y  WM  tht  DMrar  of  Um  two  oomfaatMitt  to  Sir 
Ev«lyn,tiid  had  tUHMd  Moonli^t  to  « to&oehimi 
htoowipolie: 

••I«moiimywaytoyoorhoiMt,8irEvtIyiijyoa 
havt  prubabljr  quita  foi^t«n  mc        * 

Tht  baroiMt  Muuied  hi*  face,  but  without  MiooMt. 

*•  I  am  aftmid  that  U  true,  drr  he  add. 

"I  am  Robert  Dncj,  jrour  Idnanan,  air;  and  at 
the  pTHent  time  acUng  a*  aide-de-camp  to  General 
Mode ;  I  come  on  hi«  errand.** 

Both  the  late  antagonifte  had  by  thb  time  rertowd 
their  tworda  to  their  iheaths.  Sir  Evelyn  farou^t 
hit  hone  up  aloogude  and  held  out  hie  hand,  horn 
which  he  had  remoyed  hi«  glove. 

"loertainly  ihould  not  have  known  you,"hei^ 
Marked.    T^ey  ahook  handi. 

•*  I  could  hardly  have  eipected  it,  dr.  unlem  you 
had  noticed  a  likene*  to  my  mother;  I  was  only  a 
child  when  you  saw  me  Uat" 

When  General  Monk's  name  was  mentioned  the 
stranger  had  shown  some  interest ;  be  now  appnMcfaed 
nearer: 

**  I  understood  you  to  say,  sir,"  he  said,  « that  you 
MB  on  the  staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief;  I  was 
•bout  to  pay  him  my  respects,  and  have  ridden  some 
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I 


dirtance  to  do  so ;  may  I  inqnixe  when  I  am  lik«l? 
to  find  him  ?" 

"  Hi*  head-quarters  at  present,"  Darcy  answered 
coldly,  "are  at  Peld  Green  Farm,  which  lies  some 
sixteen  miles  from  here,  a  little  off  the  Bosworth 
road.'' 

The  conversation  whs  suddenly  interrupted  by  a 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  man,  who  had  been 
sitting  on  the  ground  after  Darcy  had  summarily 
released  him  from  his  position  against  the  tree- 
trunk ;  with  the  rope  still  round  his  middle,  he 
came  towards  the  horsemen.     The  lackeys  took  a 
step  finrward  to  stop  him,  but  were  not  in  time;  as  is 
the  case  with  all  well-trained  servants  initiative  is 
not  their  strong  point ;  they  hesitated  to  act  without 
orders.    The  man  held  up  a  warning  finger  to  the 
handsome  stranger  by  whose  servants  he  had  been 
grievously  mishandled ;  his  face  was  grim,  his  mouth 
hard: 

**  You  think,  my  lord  Duke,"  he  cried,  « that  you 
can  do  as  you  please,  the  lesson  of  Nebuchadnenar 
was  lost  on  his  son,  in  like  manner  you  have  ftir- 
gotten  your  fether's  fiite;  the  day  will  come,"  he 
went  on,  "  when  your  pride  will  be  dashed  to  the 
ground,  laid  low,  and  trampled  in  the  du  t;  when 
you,  yourself,  beggared,  forsaken  by  your  friends, 

despised  by  all  who  know  you,  will  slink  away  into  a 
hovel  and  die  ak>ne,  untended  and  unwept" 

There  was  somethmg  curiously  impressive  about 


.W^' 
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this  oiMzpeeted  uttenince,  spoken  with  all  the  fervour 
of  conviction,  with  uplifted  finger  as  if  God  and  num 
were  called  upon  aa  witnenes  of  tho  prophecy. 

A  cold  wind  swept  up  the  road  and  seemed  to 
chill  them  all  to  the  bone,  even  the  hoiWB  rattled 
their  harness ;  the  sun  no  longer  reached  the  spot 
where  they  were  collected,  having  gone  so  far  down 
towards  its  setting  that  the  rays  Med  to  penetrate 
bejTond  the  hedgerows. 

Having  spoken  the  man  turned  round,  walked 
towards  the  narrow  lane,  which  intercepted  the  main 
toad  in  the  direction  from  which  Sir  Evelyn  Lee  had 
come ;  he  disappeared  up  it  before  any  one  made  any 
movement  towards  stopping  him. 

The  first  to  break  the  silence  was  Sir  Evelyn  Lee ; 
he  accosted  the  stranger : 

**  I  believe  I  am  not  mistaken  in  thinking  that  you 
are  His  Grace  of  Buddngham  ?  " 
**  You  are  correct,  sir." 

**I  am  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  cause  of  difler- 
ence  between  my  young  kinsman  and  Your  Giaoe. 
If  you  are  both  pleased  to  adjourn  to  my  house  I 
shall  be  glad  to  act  us  arbiter,  and  trust  that  I  may 
succeed  in  healing  the  breach  which  has  occurred 
between  you." 

"  I  regret  that  I  am  not  aUe  to  avail  myself  of 
your  ofler  of  hospitality,''  the  Duke  responded ;  « I  am 
anxious  to  speak  to  General  Monk  without  delay, 
and  the  night  cemes  on.    As  to  this  gentlemaa,"^ 
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h.  urrrf  t„w«d.  I>^_.  „  ^  j^^^ 

J^i  wh»  we  do  h,  wiU  6nd  tut  G«.8e  ViUim 
Sr  "  ?*""'  ""^  '<>'  •  «end-«d  for  .  fo,." 
H»  »ext  word.  w«,  «ldra»«l  to  hi.  «rvMt. :  "  Get 

ftrture,  on  hi.  niemory,  he  turned  md  rode  .way. 
^Stt  E»elj„  h«l  tJten  in  the  .itu.tion  with  Imitted 

"  1  Mtmmy,  kinanm,  that  you  OunM  have  had 
«««on  to  qu«Tel  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ; 
he  come,  of  a  «ce  which  h..  a  «putation  noT  alto- 
^«  ple.«ng;  they  have  a  opacity  for  hate,  and 
««nrt  too  «Tup^oa.  in  the  n.e«,.  they  employ  for 
•ffe^ug  theu- end..     What  I  have  h«rd  of  thi. 
^m«  taffie.  with  the  record  of  hi.  Hou«riJ 
a.  Maje.^.  ,h.„  God  piotect.  come,  into  hi.  o™ 
•»™.  B^ckmgham  will  i„  aH  p„bability  be  of  tho« 
^^to  hi.  penwn  ;  you  have  your  fotme  to  be 
'T^,''^'*^.^  "fe '»  b.  m«le  or  marrei" 

what  I^l,^»      ^^^'  •"'  '  ""  "»»  '^■' 
^  did  th»  aitemoon  I  should  e«ay  again  under 

"nnlar  apcumrtance. ;  I  do  not  fear  L7tu.,  n^ 
protect 


Lucilli 


right, 


ie  was 


„„W1,      I.       "<•'"'«  »t  «K  .peaker.     Hi.  worf., 
qmeU,  .poken.  ,mpre«ed  her  much ;  they  aank  de^ 

mto  her  memory,  returning  after  a  hp«  of  year.. 


CHAPTER  IV 

A   FAINT  BY  THE   WAniDX 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  his  servanU  had 
gaUoped  away  by  the  time  Sir  Evelyn  Lee  had  made 
a  formal   mtroduction  of   Captain    Darey  to   his 

ft't^r  .  ?'"  *^^'  P^y  '"^^  ^°  the  direction 
the  Duke  had  already  foUowed,  which  led  back  again 
into  the  high-road  Darcy  had  quitted,  attracted^ 
the  ^onds  he  had  heard.     Sir  Evelyn  Lee  and  Ws 
daughter  were  merely  engaged  in  their  usual  after- 
noon  nde  when  the  incident  interrupted  their  pn^ress. 
Reaching  the  high-road,  they  found  it  empt^  the 
Duke  havmg  made  good  use  of  his  start    They  now 
be^n  nding  slowly  in  the  dilution  of  the  Abbey  • 
Robert  Darcy  was  between  father  and  daughter ;  Sir' 
Lvelyn  was  speaking,  anticipating  a  sharp  frost  after 
the  sunset.     Darcy  could  not  miderstand  what  had 
come  oyer  himself,  the  woixls  spoken  by  Sir  Evelyn 
«>unded  as  if  uttered  at  some  distance ;  he  was  co^ 
fi^,  finding  ,t  difficult  to  teke  in  what  was  said, 

ZT     .IL*""''^    ^'  ™y^    in  his    saddle. 
Lucille  noticed  it. 
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R,EZ^Z^  l»d  com.  ow  hi.  Unmn',  (W 

«~ping  .tick,  under  hi.  touch!   th.  deev.  ~ 
••tumted  with  Mood.  "" 

^^" Y«  «  ,ou«W..  h.  «id.  -why  did  ^  ,.t 

j^^"7*^'"  *^  •id«l««»p  murmured,  hi.  lip. 
•toortrefiwng  to  petfonn  their  „«5ce.  ™' ™  "«" 
the  If  I"^  dismounted  u^  helped  ft^  ,„  do 
bAiTt,         ""^  ""•  •"  -i*^  "for  P**. 

S  te-^r to-'L^.':— '.  ^5^ 

^to  U»  «d.  of  the  ,«d,  whe»  h.  ™ted 
^  the  b.„k,.t  the  top  of  which  w„  .  qui^ 

"loi^t  to  have  ranembered  he  WB.  Pricked,  dr- 
^«^~»mented.«butXron^tKt 

"««er«  KpuUtion  aa  a  swoidsman. 


A  FADir  BY  THE  WAYSIDE        _ 

I»"ng  U»  white  rin«y  lu™.  rt««d  no.  «  tb, 
"*«ld.  with  bIo«l.  .hich  rtill  trickW  ft^ 

••IW  Sow  oiurt  b.  rto,^  ,t  „,«,. ffl, E^ 

ZT   on  hon»b,ck,  A.,  too,  fdt  .  little  fci„t 

fton.  .ynpethy :  it  we.  the  fcrt  time  d»  l»d  «n  . 
wound,  «rfr«Ui«d  whet  w„  might  „«„,. 

Longrtaffe  horted  I«k  to  hi.  hone,  <»>ened  . 
k~P-ck  whieb  w..  h««i„g  ft„m  the  c^^p^Tth^ 
Wc  of  h.  .«U1.  He  todclh»n  it .  rtS^of  ^ 
P«t  of  the  equipment  «thout  which  m,  experienced 
Jdier  moved  on  the  m«ch.  H»mi„g  fc^,^ 
•x^  deftly  to  bind  hi.  m»ter'.  &««L. 

n«^  b^e  rtiU  whiter  m«ier  the  p™«.,  ^ 

finely  fiunted.    I^dUe,  with  .  little  c,7,\umed  th. 

ho^  ™md  fa  U,  di«cU.n  of  the  wZded  m«r 

Father!  he  i.  not  dying,  i,  he  ? "  Jk  exdiUiiied. 

intent  anxiety  in  her  tone^  «™«iMii, 

^^hno,niyde«:,  he  ha.  feinted  through  lo«of 

Lo^»t««fe  wa.  engaged  in  «cuHng  the  b«rfa«e 
he  hrf  womrf  tighUy  over  the  wound.  '"HieKi. 
»me  brandy  in  my  miuter'.  haverwk,-  he  «id.  « if 
the  young  lady  could  bring  it" 

Sir  Evelp,'.  arm  was  under  D««y-,  nrf,,  fc^pj^ 


THE  nNO-B  SIGNET 


«««iiig  qujte  ttiu  in  ti,e  centre  of  the  ron/l  ««  • 
•quine  Kntind  «lert  for  .n.    ,""•**«« 

but  hi.  terth  wl^r^  ^^  '^^'*»~'y  to  >^  "x^th. 

the  mint.  ,t  her  fcTr    ""PP^  her  flnger  in 
Bobert-.  Ii~      J  .f"^'  ••>S8««tioii,  d«  touched 

more  of  the  notenf  .  T^  ,  dipping  wme 
coughed.  ..1^^"*^"*  »•'»'»■.««-  He 
»«  -ild  „d  gi«^^  '^  **  '^  '''«'=  the. 


A  FAINT  BY  THE  WAV8IDE        as 

"Now.mtl.aK«.-8lrEvd^dl«ctrf. 

^  w-  v«y  cW  to  hi..  „  A.  k„H  ^"^ 

-h.   WW  r«^,  ,h.t  inuigimuy,  thi.  be«.tiftj  fc^ 

eeye,,  w«  ,t  th.t  of  »„e  viiitor  fa>n.  ««rther 

"Try  and  Uke  •  little  mor*,''  .he  coaxed. 

The  word,  were  human,  the  voice  a  irirr^  H. 
was  returninff  to  earth  «im.'n  .  j  t  ^  "* 
»«.^i.  ^^  "g^^n,  and  perhapt  not  al 

«rf  '*  •  Phyid  one.  doing  „  he  w«^ 
;;;«ll-pow.r.    He  «i«d  hi.  h«d  fW»,  Si,  Evel^" 

fo-ltd  t?''l!'  °"    '  '"^  '»«'  <«»«  be- 
fore, md  thi.  from  ,  «„teh,  when  I  have  h«n 

;-^  ~ve^  «-  '-".out  eve,  .^  ^ 
«  A  sotitch,  when  it  involves  losing  as  much  blood 


flask  still  in  her  hands. 
I  can  get  up  now,"  Darcy  declared. 


The  two 
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1«1B^  «wld  d. ,.,  good  »tW  tW  h«ij^ 

It  to  )r-'°"  "'  "«"'^  c~-».'  «'r  l««ght 

»»»  tut  I  w«j  wrongj  »t  MT  nhi.  »«  - 
•ogd  to  n».-  "«'  «  "y  "t^  TOO  M.  « 

I  un  aftmid  I  frightened  joa" 

J>««7  W  tJ,«,  the  (UA  from  he,  l»„d.     He 

"I  rf»n  ever  remember  your  nccoar  with  g»t|. 
^.7.  «r.  you  win  h.„  othe,  thiogsTSlk 
"  Nothing  I  Aall  twMme  more." 

^ch  lT  ■""  ""PB^ent^  that  the  lip, 
»k^  .poke  th«n  w«.  not  i„  the  h.bit  of  «rtS 
P^»othu.g.  to  Court  M.^  Before  her  ^t 
•oWier  U„„t  „d  rtndghtforwMd.  ' 

newordafcundwechoinherhettt,  .lining 


A  FAUfT  BY  THl  WAYSIDE        m 

i:^,::!^^.'^ — »-— --^ 

Buy  WM  Wp«i  «,  to  U.  lw„,  hj,  a^  C_ 

^J^T^  ""^  ■»  "•  -^  •«*«-«  ««- 
wto  cthk  on  tnj  in  tb,  aook  of  bl.  Wl —. 

-M.  hi.  right  h«d .«« «„  hi.  «irt«^  JSlnr' 

DMcy  w«  giddy,  bM  ,Mii.gri,  withth,  lMU„et 

-«.  «rf  ih.y  w«  .U  not  .  mU.  thlZTw^ 
th.  g,t«  of  th,  p^  .p^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^ 

ttV  »«»  within  nMuunbb  dlrtuo*  of  bom 

On  "rtring  .t  th.  Abb^.  Duoy  brtook  UmM 
•»«•  to  W  in  th.g«.t  v»^«».,hld.^ 

»«fe  «dy  fc,  bi...  „„d«  th.  di«rti«.  of  MlrtZ 
M.bj,  Sir  Evdj™  W.  bo««k«p«.    A  Zr 

•«»  WM  «t  for  wbo  «idri  in  ,  towndUp  wa, 
tto»  mU,.  from  th.  Abb.y,   bi.  on.  id«^ 

ttr"3  IIT*^  *"•" '^•™  *"»«»-.  «rtth 
«M  appiriM*  AwwMd.  of  th«  Umited  drqg.  in 

"K«  bIo«i  U»  ™  g,.  ^  ,„  U„,  ^  y^  ^ 
mart  only  «   *te  ,r»ka,  u„  fcrtb«.    DuHa, 

ttWp««dbyu,  ooming be w«  «J„c«i to . CO.. 
Ation  whicb  ob„  «»Ij  a„ie  ,„«,„„»  in.po«ihl. 
«»  mn.  little  tik  ■"■P'woie 

""  ^  "»'""»«'»«•  <i»  *»wi«i*ri  h«i  ewi.  with 
•  BotefhaiSirEv.^  -a.-«nd  IfaJiitting 
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«*««'  •  •doon.  to  th.  AMw.  * 

«»   P^-ainK  .ttitud.  of   r^^'^'^r* 

-»^i.!!ri^toT^  1*^°"  "-"-"r 
both  fcth„  -TJLL^'T.l*  '"'•™"  «* 

E«lTO    «Ki   Jw^Z-  """^  -th  Sir 

«»«^.twt!lc°:rr"h^«'^'-  *-*- 

md  Dbniclli,.  .  ""  " ■»••  "wntallT 


A  FAINT  BV  THE  WAYMDf;        « 
Wmmm,  UpUin  Robert  IVrny    mmt  ntnmM 

W  tW..  brfo«  h.  woold  b.  w.1'1  «KH«h  io  ^  J 

*h»  IntenrJ  ,hich  would  «tur.lly  h.v.  b«„!!t 

««« i  *«..  .g.  n,  the  cWm  of  ki..™«„h/p  co,! 
-Huud  „  .pp«,  ^  ^^  ,  ^^  ^  J 

Um,  h«rt  of  on.  who  W  ^  ^^  • 

«iy  rd.tiont  oU»r  th™  th.  voy  clowt 

I^ciU.  ^w.y.  "pnit  at  l«ut  «,  how  out  of  h» 
»o|™-g.  in  th.  kiteh«.  or  ^m..^ ,  ^l^  tZ 

•II  th.  «t.  of  cooloy,  oonKrve.,  th.  pm>^„-  ^ 

a«d.y.  th.  follow^  Hob.^  D,„^,. „„.  ^ 

^  I«,U.'.  JdU  i„  thi.  dq»rta.«.r  fo^i 
eff«*v.  dopUy ,  it  w..  her  h«Kl  m.,.  oft«  Z, 
«y  «..  .W.  which  p«p.«d  bnrth.  »d  «»p.,^ 

Hob^t    ft«y   did   ^t   k„         ^, 
JnAvduJ  «™rco  fto„  whe«.  th.^  c^ZZ2 
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V^  DO  pdu  to  ttiniiikte  an  .ppettto,  fkggimt 
•ad  a^nridoo.  through  ,Un«^  ITiu.  .part,  thTow 
in  »  great  four-port  bpd.  regaining  etwnglh  by  tha 
latent  eneigy  and  nervoue  force  withfai  hhn,  and  the 
oth«^  iJanning  and  carrying  out  maU  «srvioee  for 
Wi  benefit,  they  were  brought  nearer  together ;  the 
gjri,  At  any  rate,  oonMsJoui  that  the  "vas  finding  a 
pleamire  and  «itiirfkction  in  doing  for Hob^tDwry 
what  lay  in  her  power.  ^ 

Thm  ar«  few  thing,  in  life  which  draw  a  woman 
more  effectively  to  the  oppodte  sex  than  the  capacity 
far  wrvicej  aman'.  need  of  her  i.  more  often  than 
not  the  measure  of  a  woman's  dedre  to  do  his  wiU. 
tartinct  ftom  the  beginning  of  human  life  has  con- 
■tituted  this  bond  of  union  between  the  sexes,  the 

««c  guards  and  works,  the  other  serves  and  minister. ; 
the  nearer  life  comes  to  this  arrangement  the  happier 
•nd  more  natural  it  is;  the  fortherit  is  separated 
ttom  It  the  more  artificial  it  grows,  and  the  con- 
•equent  sense  of  loss  the  greater. 


CHAPTER  V 

OXNXBAL  MONK  AT  THX  AUET 

At  noon  on  the  day  but  one  after  Darty's  arrival 
*t  the  Abbey  news  was  brought  by  a  mounted  Mxmt, 
who  had  been  posted  beforehand  on  a  fast  hone  in 
the  hi^-road,  that  General  Monk's  company  was 
•pproaching.  The  groom  had  taken  his  stand  at  a 
point  where  several  miles  could  be  surveyed,  so  that 
his  information  leached  Sir  Evelyn  Lee  in  time  for 
him  to  be  at  the  gates,  with  three  or  four  principal 
■ervants  behind  him,  to  receive  his  distinguished 
guest 

HalfHi-dosen  veteran  Coldstreamers  were  m  the 
▼an,  behind  them  rode  the  Genend,  himself,  with  a 
Commissioner  on  either  hand.  Two  hi^  oflSceta  of 
the  Army  succeeded,  and  behind  them,  again,  a  smaD 
troop  of  Lancers. 

General  Monk  shook  Sir  Evelyn  warmly  by  the 
hand,  and  introduced  him  to  Secretary  Soot  and 
BoWnson,  the  representatives  of  Parliament  and  the 
avil  Power.  Sir  Evelyn  scanned  the  General's  war- 
woro  &oe  with  intense  mterest,  parUy  aroused  by 


THE  KING'S  SIGNET 

P-r. "  hon«t  n.M  ,h„  h«J  done  g™.t  d>^^ 
P«rted.    Hi.  rtoiy  W  rewhed  Sir  Evd™'.  e« 

owt"  Army  urf  niade  it  m  riR™    . 

hi.  will ,  hL  th.  n.™,^  w Jtr     7"^  "' 

Monk  „n.™^  „  X.^^  "»' 

l»d^««ther  of  a^whde  nation.    Sir  Evelyn]^ 
heard  of  tl«»e  night  n»rehe.  throngl,  the  mow^ 

JU  the  .t««  „d  vici«itude.  of  .  rtnter  ad™«* 
^««^-n  in  meeting  ™fore«en  ^mS^ 
"•"^in-y  Mcce.   in   ovem-nrfm,  them     T^ 
w«  the  inunediate  part;    what  Ujlm^J^ 
womb  of  the  future?    Sir  Evelyn'  ^ZZ  ^ 
«^trj.  tried  to  ««1  th«e  cahn^  ^  l"^"^ 
^  ~me«^  ih.„  the  deme^KH.  rf -uTlal 
"Idler  who  rode  hi,  big  weight^carrier  as  Tit^ 
I«t»d  parcel  of  hinuelf  ^»"«"»  ^  «  were 
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^onk.  Aow  Ommi^  ^  «mp,A«>  with  th. 

dWdty  of  th.  n»n  wb-»  they  ,«  «dU«g  to  taS 
into  penlou.  pW«,  «eki,^  ^u,^  .^^       "" 

"It  u  m«,y  y«„  .ince  w,  met.  Sir  Evelyn,  «t  it 
«»».".  my  recoU«*oa     I  wid«d  to^.^  „y 

~P«f  to  y«.  m  p««„  „  „,  Amy  .„  5L  .J 
near  to  your  property.**  ^^^ 

JlZ^"^  f  give  you  .  welcome  -rf  only 
"W^U-t  tte  «»m„od.tion  .t  tl»  Abbey  h 

E^™       .  T"^"  of  „  peat  .  g»rt.-    Si, 
EveIyn^,„Utin.»nd,,itl..bowof«,„rte.y 

"Accommodation! "Monk quoted  «BytheL»rf 
tt»^  I«,  rf  you  l«d  «en  „me  of  the  hovel,  in 
«*«*  I  h.ve  l«n  with  tho«  tr«rt«i  „ldie„  about 
m^  whom  you  have  jurt  i««d,  you  would  not  .peak 
ofGi»ngel«ndAbb.yin«ichtenn*" 

"IW  Wd  a  little,  GenenU.  of  what  you  han, 
«d««d.  and  wa.  „«ly  .p„,„gang  that  my  hou^ 
-lU  not  ea^y  ««,mmod.te  aU  I  »e  thi.  monung." 
"Do  not  be  afraid.  Sir  Evelyn,  I  recogZ^the 
<"*  of  your  hoq,itaIity,  but  I  .m^  you^Tban, 
«Kl  .few  tn«e,  of  rtmw  will  «rve'the  pmp«eTf 
»y  of  my  «ldier.,  my  own,  t«,  for  thH^r  j 
the«  genUemen  might  think  differently  "_he  in 
dicated  with  a  dy  twinkle  the  two  civiliai. 

S^  ^^P  of  the  ham,"  Sir  Evelyn  Jed. 
'^  ~de  through,  the  paA,  «,d  „  to   the 
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!^^ '^"'•8^  «»Mng»d  theBo^rilrt 

P«^. .  tope  they  »««d  OMbl,  to  .««ITW, 
k^v«*«d  to  con.Ut  th.  m«t  »v«  of^ 

««»%  .  ghct  of  .  mile  dimWed  iJf^ 

»Z!if  K^  <»  Soot  „  HolA»on  be  .Zaed  fa, 
".<»«flrU.b|«  „  «^rtime.  only  with  .  d.pTu. 
openhMidonthe(UiJtofhi.h~..  "P  "  •>» 
"^t  have  m.«t!;^  '^'  "^^  ""<* 
Sothejr  .«d«j  th,  ^y,^^.  ^  a« 

»«*«•  ^Mlle.  rttoKW  by  the  hou^keeoj  !S 
«»«e  of  the  farioor  wvmi  rtoodtT^'  f^ 
fcthert  vidton.  ""^  •" 

Gene^I  Monlc  ki«d  he,  b«ri  rf^  jig^j. 

ftom  Ju.  ho»e  .^  „,^ti„^  the  rtep.  of  tUM 

d«»,  the  g»«  dignity  and  court«y"f  the  ™d2 

•Weded  to  the  old  soldier.  " 

"You  remind  me  of  yoor  mother,"  he  mid 

Tem  cme  into  the  girl',  eye*  «  Y„„  cm  «,  „„ 

more,Br,th«,th.t,-dw«id.  "«n«»yno 

G«»»l  Monk  took  her  b«Hi  «d  linked  it  in  hi. 
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mZL^  T*«  "»  •«»  IMwldri  for  him  by 
!^  whereby  to  judge  for  bhuM  ^ 

My   kimnun   interfered   witlj    Hi.   Gnm  rf 
Back.ngh«„  on  behjf  of .  m«  wlT  JTL 

from  tte Dnke ,  ft  ,„  ^Un^ Holden,  one  rfm! 

«  u  »dl  to  h.T»  ,  cbunpion,"  G«3  M«nl, 

«.  tte  Amy  to  which  I  h.ve  the  W^b^' 
-«  do  not  thinlc  of  odd,,  but  only  „nii  r^ 
our  o™  «fe^.  but  only  of  right.'  B^j^t 
oMof  a«:"he  .poke  with  the  nencri  .™__V, 
P^^-.tUtimper.^^.ofw^rl'^^ 
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LudJl.  had  hMid  ftt)m  her  Ikther  how  the  him 
by  hw  >ide  h^l  writien  to  the  Common,  of  Ea^Uad 
«d  h«l  bidden  them  lifeguard  the  libertie.  of  the 
K«»tai,  awuring  them  that    he  wu  prepared    to 
•upport  them,  if  need  be,  by  foice  of  arm*  againit 
•ny  who  were  mindful  to  coerce  their  juat  powen. 
ae  wa,  proud  to  feel  her  hand  i«ting  on  the  arm 
cj  thii  great  man ;  thu.  they  pawed  together  into 
the  apartment  in  which  lay  Robert  Daity,  who  had 
been  warned  of  the  General's  com'ng. 

D««y  had  a  doajc  of  red  flamiel,  trimmed  wfth 

eniune,  over  hi.  Aoulden,  the  colour  of  the  garment 

contnuted    with    the  whitene«  of  hi.    face.    He 

"luted  the  General  with  feeble  hand. 

"You  were  a  foolid,  boy,  Darcy,  and  have  run 

your  head  againrt  a  waU,''  Monk  remarked  dryly 
J  You  would  have  done  the  «une  yourwlf, '«r, 

under  nmilai<  drcunutance..'' 
« PerhapiS  but  it  would  have  been  none  the  le. 

foohdi ;   the  Duke  of  Buckingham  i.  minded  to 

t«n«nbcr  your  interference ;  he  a»ured  me  of  that. 

in  tte  interval  of  according  me  cerUin  advice  and 

^feang  other  things  which  might,  or  might  not, 

be  within  his  power  to  bestow." 
Darcy  did  not  reply,  hi.  brain  moved  slowly; 


Monk  at  the  best  of  times  was  in  the  habit  of 


a  form  of  speech,  the  in 
be  left  to  his  hearers, 
hi.  niooen  in  veiling 


using 


iterpretatic 

Whether  calculated 

hi.  intentions  during  that 


which  might 
or  not, 
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■*™»»'>'«  time  bu 1  ,„^  . 

"- '  y^  both  1^  C^"*^  M-k  .  Bng-. 
« TK^         f  „  '^^'^^  moment." 

to  »«c^  „  i^'Z  1^' "T"'  •" «-«" 

%««  «Jiin  but  rounder!   k    T^  ^***  ^ 

;^p.%  Which  «»^^^^'^;«^^;^ 


"Anything  I  can  do  for  you?" 
Not  more  than  vou  ai«  a^:         t.  , 

I-wciUe  shook  her  head  «»««*  u- 
^  ""''^''"^epthiinasmaUcurteiy, 
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haH  pkjftil,  half  formal,  by  wmy  ni  faraweU,  then 
laft  Um  room  behind  Monk. 

A  ■bort  time  after  thii,  dinner  wae  wrred  to  the 
G«i«»I,  the  CommiMionen^  and  the  offioens  Sir 
Eveljm  Im  predding;  Ludlle  waa  not  at  the  table. 
L*ter  hoTMe  were  brought  round  and  some  of  the 
purty  rode  out  The  CommlMionen  had  had  enough 
of  riding,  and  excuMd  thcnuelves  on  the  ground  of 
Moenarj  correspondence. 

The  greater  part  of  the  eaUte  wmb  covered  during 
the  bour^d-a-half  which  foUowed ;  it  wa«  too  cold 
for  alow  progrcM,  and  there  wae  conaequently  little 
opportunity  for  convenation. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  ride  they  skirted  the  bank 
of  the  Avon ;  the  river  flowed  sullenly  with  dark 
waters  between  the  snow-lined  towing  paths  on 
either  hand.  General  Monk  looked  curiously  at  the 
boat-house  as  he  rode  by  it,  half  pulling  up,  then  he 
glanced  at  his  hoct 
**  Yours  is  A  convenient  podtion.  Sir  Evelyn." 
"Yes,  the  property  is  well  placed,  and  the  river 
«Us  to  its  attractions;  that  is  what  my  estate  in 
Picardy  lacks.** 

*«Just  so."  After  a  pause  he  went  on.  «If  I 
wished  to  escape  from  inconveniait  followen  I 
should  Uke  to  be  your  friend.  Sir  Evelyn ;  this  weU- 
wooded  countiy,  with  its  ample  cover,  and  a  means 
of  crossing  for  the  last  emeigency." 
Lee  did  not  answer;    he   wondered  how  much 


li 
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Wl»t  W  Monk  l«rff    a^^ElT'""'^'"*^ 
•  WW  months  eu-lier-  h«  •..  .  °*^ 

*>  th,  d.y,  of  the  IW  JT     ,     "■  *•"  ■"»""• 
Un«lf.  "'•'^•~*  •»-"»'/ tapri-mm^t  for 

jou  be  pl««d  to  ioin  „.  .  '''*''•     ^"^ 
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■iaiiltn,  Qmaiiil]  ImmI  lilMitlj  MqaiMwi  ia  |b«i|^ 
pimr»  bdiw  Mid  by  tbt  h«Kb  of  bouMholiK  •vw 
vhli  the  OM  of  Um  Pk»yw-book.  ItwM|Mrtonib 
policy  to  MDOoth  away  pttlj  mnaytmeim,  and  ia 
MoofdMiM  with  Um  ml  Ubmiitj  which  kjat  tht 
hMkoThiamind. 

**  I  am  aftttid  that  I  ounot  aootpt  jour  M^gMtioo,** 
Mooli  aaid.  **lfr  Swmtary  Soot  would  at  ooot 
npart  to  hit  amploywi  that  I  was  taintad  with 
IVdacj,  if  nothing  woim.  but  I  should  like  to 
aooonpany  you  then  now,  if  you  haf«  no  ot^tction." 

••  Wa  ihall  hava  f  •  go  on  foot,"  Sir  Evdyn 
raggwtad ;  ha  wag  r  c  altogether  eager  to  fidl  in 
with  Monk**  wiahit 

••TliatwilldoYefywelL''  So  laying,  the  Gett  .1 
•wung  himielf  down  from  his  bone ;  two  or  thiea 
•oldien,  who  had  been  lounging  before  the  gatce  of 
the  ftabling,  ran  up  and  took  the  steaming  animals, 
Minting  as  they  did  so. 

Monk  intimated  to  the  ofloers,  who  had  ridden 
behind  throughout  the  expedition,  that  their  attend- 
ance wm  no  longer  requind,  then  be  turned  to  follow 
his  host 

Tan  mbutes*  walking  brought  them  to  the  buikiing^ 
once  in  ruins,  now  rendered  serviceable  for  worship^ 
Sir  Evdyn  unlocked  the  door  with  a  key  he  took 
ftmn  a  recess  dose  to  the  porch. 

The  two  men  passed  into  the  chapel  now  fitted  up 
simply,  for  worship. 
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**TbiMt   bitttiWMM   would    •Und   «   -^  -  «   k. 

r^;  "It  would  td^..p^^,^ 

•Pring  WM  hidd«».  w^iwwt 

"  It  ringH  hollow,  Sir  E^         if  f  ^  ^^  .^  ^ 

TTi^  OM^nrt  did  not  itpln ;  „ritWr  did  ?Jbn,k 

P«J^i.  pointy  M  timKri  «««i  ,.  ir  ,-.1^ 

he  had  Men  alj  he  requirMl.  —--«  •»mw 

"^ -V  nent  together  to  tfee  door,  ^^^  gjw  E«*l» 
»ocke..  i«l  hin.  Monk  teoM  ^lI^Z 
the  «>ow.l«le„  tree.  rt«.^i,y  th, X^l^^t^ 

•edudon  in  wWch  it  ^  pUctd  .,  ^  ,t^  ^^^ 
»>oWnc,  ^e^r  thoughtfW.  hi.  bru.  fitted,  ^tf 
P^edng  t^^gether  wh.t  he  h«l  h..^    ^*^jj 


««?  '  »n^.'''^*^  ''**™^"«  *»^^  «**  »iBg  to 
move  until  hit  guert  ww  rwuiy ;  the  wettmina^ 

■hone  ftiU  upon  the  General's  Ikoc.  hrin-T^^T 
•trong  line^  ^^  **""«*•«  *~*  »*• 

wk"  l!!  T^^  ^"^  remembeml.  Lee  ?-by  thoe. 
who  benefit  by  them  ?*•  ^^^ 

"I  have  no  experience  in  such  nuittws  Generd.'' 
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"W^tlwr  hart  K  ^y^  fmil  imrwrnj  daiM»i 

Wtth  Ihfa  cr«d  on  W.  lip,  Monk  turn«l  from  Ibt 
•*^  wdklng  iJowlj  with  hU  bMd  bow«L««  If 
wnJirtog  MNM  dttp  probUm. 


CHAPTER  VI 

IN  TMI  PAMADItS 

OiticwAL  MoMi  left  Onuigclwid  at  the  concludon 
of  the  pr««ribed  time.     lUitUy  an  hour  Iwd  p^-d 
without  the  arrival  of  a  mounted  me^enger  bii^ 
dinpatche.;  the  Lofd  Mayor  of  London,  and  tht 
O»rpoi»tion  of  that  great  dty;  the  leader*  of  tha 
Bump  Parliament ;  Lord  Fair&x,  as  npMnting 
the  gmtlemen  of  Yorluhire;  Fleetwood,  Lambtrt. 
I>»borough,Gtn«»leofCromweU*toldanny;  Pten 
•nd   Commoners;   CorporatioiM;   Commandm   of 
Fortrmes;  aU  these  varied  intereet*  kept  themtdvia 
fa  touch  with  the  iron  man,  who  alone  bore  upon  hit 
■IwttWeri  the  respondbility  of  the  ftiture,  a  patriot 
without  self-seeking,  inscnitaUe  in  his  magnifleent 
rflenoe.    ITii.  coming  and  going,  the  spurring  of 
hofses  to  the  door,  and    their  departun;   riden 
CMiying    messages    which    betmyed    nothing   and 
promised  nothing,  made  Sir  Evelyn  Lee  raaliae,  after 
a  ftsUon  he  had  not  hitherto  done,  how  entirely 
Geoine  Monk  was  the  man  of  the  hour,  the  Arbiter 

of  the  destinies  of  England.    In  the  few  moments 
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oM  ftterf  the  «ttfa,ent  which  h.  bdievri%™dd 
••iMprove  the  «,Iution of  the  n.tion>. diiBculti.^ 

W  tUtr*?'  "^  W".  "  «»  •  ft«e  P«Ii«n«,t , 
Wthe  Memben  con,.  b«l,  who  h.ve  b«M,  hmiAed 

Sttl^?*^  "^  I«.  ««d  for  your  friend  Cbri- 

"lj»t  i.  „  it  j„.yb.,  .t  „y  „t.,  the  countiy 
"xwla  prmiounce  the  verfict." 
"I  «n  the  wrvwt.  and  be«  the  commi«ion  of 

oomtituted,  wh.t  they  teU  me  I  mmt  da- 
rn, hirf  been  Monk',  dictum  throughout ,  it  h.d 

ZZ^  r^  *°  '"'^  deputation  which  .p. 
H^  h-"  i  he  w«  the  «rv„t.  not  the  m«t^ 
How  fcr  he  heheved  it  in  hi.  he«t  of  he«t.  wiU 
«er  «m.m  .  ,„^ion ,  .t  „y  „u,  he  «tte«d  to 
the  fomjuU  untU  the  dojc  g„w  „  thre«lb«,  „ 
^ble  to  oo«r  him.  th.t  it  h«J  to  be  di«!L. 
rbtt  time  had  not  yet  arrived. 

« I.  ymn-  Ru-liament,  then,  free  whUe  men  like 
neetwood,  Lambert,  ^  Dcbo^ugh,  L«w 
«^e^  hoM  the  Army  i„  the  hoUow  o^eirtT 

Jl^  ^Common,  the  moment  they  fiul  to  do^heir 

Monk  winced;  it  was  the  one  tender  .pot  which 
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g»Ued  him;    the  Genenlf  had  been  hia  lifelong 
nvd.;  they  had  ignored  him  when  he  waa  too  &r 
dirtant  to  be  conwdered;  directly  he  had  aawrted 
hi.  right  to  be  heard,  after  Cromwell's  death,  they 
had  aouj^t  to  undermine  hia  authority,  and  dinni« 
him  from  the  place  m  that  section  of  the  Foroes 
where  he  reigned  supreme ;  now  they  were  watching 
his  advance  with  suUoi  eyes  and  lowering  brows ;  had 
they  been  united  nothing  but  a  civil  war  could  have 
been  the  solution,  but  jealous  as  they  were  of  Monk, 
the  Generals  of  the  Army  near  London  were  even 
more  suspicious  of  one  another;   Fleetwood  waa 
jealous  of  Lambert,  Lambert  was  aiming  surreptiti- 
ously at  Fleetwood's  down&U,  while  Deaborough 
feared  and  disliked    both.    CromweU  had  welded 
them  aU  together,  but  the  master  mind  waa  gone. 
Sir  Evelyn  escorted  his  guest  and  the  Commia- 
aionera  some  distance  on  their  way  towaids  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Army;  Mr.  Secretary  Scot  to  the 
last  kept  up  his  insensate  tirade  against  monarchy, 
popery,  prelacy,  and  all  their  works. 

Lee  rode  back  thoughtfuUy,  his  head  bent  for- 
ward, as  was  his  wont  when  deeply  stirred  by  inward 
meditation.  He  turned  aside  to  the  little  chapel 
and  knelt  before  the  restored  altar,  praying  for  his 
country,  as  were  millions  of  loyal  souls  throu^out 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Other  than 
that  they  were  unable  to  do.  The  veterans  of  the 
Army,  heroes  of  a  hundred  fights,  were  too  strong 
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to  admit  of  the  nation  riring  in  .„«,  undi^iplined. 
wiprepared;  the  lawn  had  been  dearly  bought  and 
bitten  deep.  Discipline  was  everything,  enthudaani 
impracticable. 

Perhaps  Sir  Evelyn  uttered  but  few  actual  words 
during  that  half-hour  which  he  spent  in  the  ancient 
chapel  of  his  house,  his  heart  was  full  of  a  message 
to  the  Supreme  Power  which  did  not  easUy  dedaie 
itsdf  in  words;  but  he  left  the  building  more 
restful,  more  hopeful  than  he  had  been  when  he 
'    tered  it 

Two  days  later  Robert  Darcy  came  down-stain; 
his  wound  healed,  but  somewhat  of  his  weakness 
remaining  and  asserting  itself.    It  was  a  new  ex- 
perience  to  him,  the  fortnight  which  foUowt      at 
Giwigeland  Abbey.     He  had  tmvelled  abroad,  as 
aU  men  of  fiimily  and  position  did  in  those  days- 
he  had  been  a  soldier  in  an  army  noted  for  its' 
disapline,  its  stem  adherence  to  all  the  rules  of  war 
as  weU  in  times  of  peace  as  in  the  pwse.ioe  of  an* 
enemy.    But  of  home  life  he  had  seen  and  enjoyed 
nothmg  since  he  was  a  stripling ;  lately  he  had  been 
through  an  experience  which  had  tried  to  the  utmost 
seasoned  and  veteran  soldiers,  no  doubt  it  was  these 
privations  and  hard- marchings,  which  had  helped  to 
make  him  more  susceptible  to  the  wound  wbch  had 
laid  him  low. 

The  snow  had  disappeared ;  in  its  place  a  soft  air 
had  come  in,  waking  the  earth  to  premature  spring. 
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Darcy  walked  in  the  park,  rerting  on  Sir  Evdyn'i 
arm ;  Lucille  pacing  by  their  side.  If  the  baronet 
was  engaged,  Darcy  would  accompany  the  girl 
when  she  visited  the  still-room,  and  even  the  inner 
kitchen  where  she  continued  to  prepare  small 
delicacies  to  tempt  his  appetite.  Their  cousinship, 
although  not  very  exact,  took  him  out  of  the  category 
of  a  mere  guest,  so  that  he  was  treated  with  m 
familiarity  which  would  not  have  been  accorded  to 
any  one  else. 

"I  know  now  to  whom  I  owe  all  those  tempting 
things  which  were  brought  to  my  bedside,"*  Darcy 
said,  lifting  LuciUe^s  hand  gallantly  to  his  lips,  by 
way  of  recognition  and  appreciation. 

"We  admit  you  to  aU  the  secrets  of  the  house. 
Cousin,"  Lucille  answered  playfully ;  « it  is  strange  for 
us  to  have  any  one  here  in  the  way  you  are;  my 
fether  and  I  live  so  much  alone ;  you  do  not  know 
how  good  it  is  for  us  to  have  you  at  the  Abbey,  my 
dear  lather  was  saying  so  this  morning;  we  are  so 
shut  up  month  after  month,  and  year  after  year,  we 
are  like  two  snails  inhabiting  one  shell ;  now  that 
you  are  here  to  share  it,  we  understand  how  selfish 
we  have  been." 

**  Selfish ! "  he  protested, « I  should  think  there  was 
no  one  less  so  than  you  and  your  father." 

«  Ah !  you  do  not  know  our  faults ; "  she  shook  her 
head  until  the  ringlets  round  it  all  seemed  to  gyrate 
like  separate  entities. 
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<^Lv""  «~  Pl-^J   to  Uv,  W   u» 
I«dlle  ipolce  the  alMolats  truth. 

«^w.th  mng.  outrtretched.  «rf  other  bird.  «d 

^'  "^r*"  «»*•  W.  in  which  ^ 
«o«"  grew  dear  to  LuoiUe'.  heert.  «ri  which  4e 

^drop.  h«l  opened  their  ^  to  a,e  worU ,  the 
'Wrt.  .^   pnn««..   hidden   „.y   ;„   ^j^ 

"raen,   the   mowdrop.   more   openly   „   Uo™. 
growvh.  of  the  winter.  t^  J   •»   oecame 

tt^th  «d  pidced  .  ™.U  bunch  of  the  pri„^ 
^d  nestled  under  the  protection  of.privrth^    . 

"  I  Aould  like  you  to  we«  then,,-  he  -id,  <.«h1 
"metune,  when  you  c«ne  into  the  garden,  .fter  1  ,„ 
gone,  to  p,clc  others  for  the  «une  pu^K-e;  they  will 

kL  r™??  "■""*"*  y»«  of  me,  «rf  .i  the 
*™  thuig,  I  have  received  at  your  hand*" 

She  rtretched  out  her  hand  to  take  the  flow*,,. 
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tWrejwmet    Thej  h«!  oft«  wiOfcrf  dde  by  rfdt 
but  not  heretofore  had  one  another;  the  momiiig 
light  reited  upon  Lucille,  not  ao  that  the  ran'*  raja 
danled,  but  jurt  enough  to  bring  out  the  perfection 
of  her  .kin  and  colouring,  the  limpid  cleamen  of  her 
eyea,  the  delicate  grace  of  her  feoe.    Something  in 
Robert*.  look  told  Lucille  that  he  liked  what  he  aaw, 
•nd  ahe  felt  a  quickening,  a  atirring  of  aomethin^ 
new  and  strange;  the  maiden  deptha  of  her  being 
woke  to  life,  aa  the  spring  flowera  were  douig  at  her 
feet,  now  that  the  sun  of  February  shone  upon  them ; 
the  sap  of  her  life  moved  within  her  as  it  did  in  the 
trees  overhead,  in  the  hedge  before  ber ;  that  upriaing 
of  nature  which  ia  at  once  a  hope  and  a  leaurrection, 
a  vital  recurring  power  which  can  never  be  ignored 
or  obliterated. 

"Thank  you,"  ahe  aaid,  « I  am  not  Ukely  to  foiget 
even  without  these ;  I  never  could  forget" 

"I  love  to  think  that,"  he  aaid,  "yet  I  want  to 
have  your  promiae;  at  leaat  once  a  week  you  wiU 
return  to  this  spot  and  find  something  here  to  plaoe 
against  your  boaom,  even  if  it  be  only  a  green  tendril 
to  wear  in  remembrance." 
**  I  promise,"  ahe  answered. 
"I  ahaU  be  &r  away;  in  London  perhaps,  a  place 
I  hate,  but  my  master  is  like  to  be  there  in  the 
foture;  or  it  may  be  I  shall  be  sent  out  on  aome 
errand,  north,  south,  east  or  west,  even  perchance 
across  the  seas;  my  thoughts  will  go  back  to  this 
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J|P«>*»  wl«»  joa  wd  I  hav,  rtood  together  ^ 

into  eMh  other's  eyw."  ^^ 

tIbegW  looked  down,  ah«dy  Ae  hid  iS»t««I 
tte  flowCT.  in  •  brooch  .t  her  bn«t.  With  her  toe 
•he  trwed  a  pattern  in  the  «>ft  gravel  at  her  feet. 

I  do  not  like  to  think  of  your  going  away 
Cou«n ;  the  Abbey  will  «em  diffoent  St  Z 
•I»o.t  empty  «dde««ied;  my  father  will  feel  it,  t«o!^ 
I  AaU  adc  hi.  leave  to  «,me  back,  when  the 
«»««  of  duty  permit^-  Darcy  declared 
"Will  that  be  long?- she  felteied. 
"Nay,  Cousin,  I  cannot  teU ;  it  wiU  be  short  if  I 

go  where  those  oiden  direct'' 
^^^you  "UU  be   fi«   if   3^    d.<«.-   Ae 
Dtocjr  wu  ,  rich  man,  Iu„i„g  i^,^^  ,  ^,^ 

l::::Lir^:ii:f'^---««'^'. 

d.y. -henG«K«l  Monl,  no  I«^  „«d.  „^7 
"k  my  faedom.    I  „e«r  thou^i  of  it  till  tto 

W-1.  but  «nce  I  «me  to  the  Abbey  other  thii™ 
h.»e  come  into  n.yn.iml;-  he  lowered  hi.  vo^ 

™.».  rf  h.„e,  .  home  like  thi-^  i^  ^ 
love  of  wife  md  children."  «  o,  m 

She  did   not  reply;  her  bowm  ««  „d  fell; 
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•ftj^  not  new.  not  Ungibl.,  but,  ncverthd^i. 
PMrthte.  In  tome  thingi  the  wm  •  chUd  in  tdtc  of 
her  sixteen  yean,  in  others  almost  a  woman. 

After  a  while  he  went  on :  -Curiously  enough,  I 
^ve  a  house  by  a  river  which  looks  out  almort  at 
Grangeland  does,  over  the  water,  a.  they  ifow  by ; 
mine  IS  by  the  Thames;  yours  on  Avon  banks.    I 
have  never  lived  in  mine,  it  i.  given  up  to  caretaker., 
but  sometimes  I  visit  it,  to  see  that  aU  is  right ;  up 
tonowl  have  thought  but  litUe  about  it;  henoe- 
fo^«d  when  I  go  there  it  wiU  mean  something 
d^t  to  me.-    He  turned  ana  .ooked  at  Ludlk 
•wiftly,  having  for  the  Ust  two  minutes  been  legud- 
ing  the  long  path,  and  the  walls  of  the  Abbey 
nsmg  up  grey  and  lichen-dad  at  the  end  of  it    **! 
Aj^«««ate  it,**  he  contm^^^      with  you,  Coudn 

"With  mer  she  exclaimed  in  surprise,  -why 
witli  me?    I  have  never  seen  it!** 

He  smHed :  "Because  you  have  helped  to  teach 
me  a  lesson  I  shaU  never  fciget" 

"How  can  I  teach  you  anything?'* 

"You  and  your  fether  have  taught  me  what  • 
home  may  be;  you  have  given  me  an  insight  into 
what  love  is;  of  this  you  may  be  sure,  I  shaU  come 
b«;k  for  another  course  of  the  same  lesson;  you 
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**  Two  pramlNi  la  one  morning ! « 

••Nay,  th^  •«  onl J  on«,  two  hthm  of  Um  mhm 
whol^  ••  ioul  Md  Mjut  oot,«  night  and  <kT 
com|dtte  the  boun.*  "hh«  «o  wj 

■light  colour  enhMKwi  the  b«»ut7  of  h«r  ch«lu,  «rf 
«^  down  to  the  whitencei  of  her  thioftt 

^/^  y«»  ••J  -o,  Coodn,  it  murt  be  truex  I 
wwwbre  piomiw  thi*  lilcewiM."* 

Be  bent  down  and  ld«ed  the  hwid  he  held. 

tb»i  dinner  would  be  served  in  •  few  minuter 

I  AM  no  idea  the  hour  was  ao  kte." 

"NorI,-«he«ttwered.    «I«ippo«  it  i.  becw« 

wt  have  been ^  .he  bix>ke  off. 

"Yet?'' 
"Sohappjl** 
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OM  THE   WATCH-TO WIB 

♦J'!uf "'''"  '"'  •''"*^"«  ^»  *"  ^  Wb^T  of 
the  Abb^  when  they  returned  after  their  rtroU  in 

thep««h«j.  He  h«i  ridden  that  morning  over  to 
iTllTT*  *T*  "'^^y  to  adl  on  hi.  lawyer, 
«*Uy  to  hear  the  Ute.t  new.  from  the  capital.  1^ 
wa.  a  worried  look  on  hi.  face,  a.  if  information  of  a 
di«iuieting  nature  had  reached  him. 

Dany  h^  «„e  in  with  a  certain  feeling  of  elation ; 
h^  reahaed  during  the  hut  few  day.  that  hi.  out- 
ook  upon  Ufe  had  been  a  Angularly  narrow  one, 

rtj,  through  which  the  «inAine  penetrated,  not  a. 
yrt  floochng  the  whole  earth  with  it.  warmth,  but 
•  giving  a  foretarte  of  what  might  be  later. 

LudUe  wa.  too  young  for  any  idea  of  betrothal 
t^ng  place,  neither  h«i  Robert  Darcy  a.  yet  put 
•u<^  an  Idea  into  definite  diape  even  in  the  receU 
of  h,.  own  mind,  but  the  po..ibility  of  «,me  «,ch 
future  as«>c,ation  had  been  ver^  near  to  him  durimr 
the  h«t  two  hour..     He  did  not  suppose  foT. 
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"»»wit  that  Uidlk  «i«i«tood,  or  ibM^  whiU  wii. 
•t  thi  bMk  oTbit  mind,  but  WgradoiM  giribood, 
iMr  tvkkot  Uklqgand  frimdiliip  nuMle  him  M  tiMl 
thit  nwrtlwimit  which  had  cromed  hit  hodMQ  would 
^  into  lomtthinf  mora,  if  Um  ftittin  pnnd 

Tht  dght  of  «r  Evtiyn'i  fcc«  woOW  Rob«t  t© 
tht  mow  Item  iMUtiw  of  life;  h«  wu  Imnightdown 
»om  the  clouds,  and  reminded  that  the  rigoroui 
Ajtiee  of  hie  proftnion  might  demand  hie  Mrrioee  al 
any  moment 

**I  am  •ft»id,eir,  you  have  not  heanl  fiirouiabb 

newe." 

"  Not  altogether ;  your  Geneial  hae  made  hie  entiy 
Into  London  and  been  received  there  with  a  certain 
wwrve;  he  b  doubtleee  dear  in  We  own  mind,  but 
hae  not  succeeded  in  conirincing  his  friends  ae  to  what 
his  btenti<ni  may  be.** 

I>Mty  understood  what  Sir  Erdyn  meant;  tha 
Moyilirts  had  hqMd  that  MonJc  on  his  arrival  in  the 
metropolis  would  have  issued  a  procknation,  dealing 
with  the  pditical  situation,  and  pronouncing  for  a 
gwieral  election ;  instead  Monk  had  dedared  himself 

once  more  the  servant  of  the  Speaker,  and  had  relbeed 
tolisten  to  any  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  King's 
friends. 

••  You  must  remember,  sir,**  Darcy  said,  "  the  char- 
acter of  the  man  you  have  to  deal  with,  he  only 
hurries  when  there  is  occasion  to  strike;  then  no  man 
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^b.i.d.to,«,  lut^^^.z:^ 

tt^nnliit  to  tl»  «d.  whWi  would  JiatUy  «v 


"'*«•'••»«•  ■»<«  wMon.  rfr.  to  thtolnl»t 
0«>««l  Monk  wooU  «t  wW,  &r  th.  good  or  ik, 

1^  -''"  •W'"""'' '•■  !«-■*»  rf  jour  plui 

*««^  h«d.but  It  -ill  «UyU  ,h«  iofc,  u 
*«W.^^  .how  !*«.  U  ^  tU  k^  ^  ^ 

B:;"J:::;rjr'.!::.S.'^"°^"* 

"I  h.««rrrf  u»d«  U„  ft,  «„  ,^,  j,^ 
«-*  ««.lh.«  nov,,  know  U„  «r.»flfcj 

tat  ^^""."^  •«»*»  w  uaw  „,  ^ 

om  ou  own  to  loive,^ 

-  He  mU  have  to  act  in  one  dlwrtioo  T«ry  quickly - 
w«  8„Eveljn'.  rejoinder;  «I  he.r  foTZS; 

•ndthat  Colonel  D-borough  i.  firing  the  WeUh 
border  with  a  view  to  dvil  war." 

Dm^  .niUed ;  di«cUy  •ft.rwMd.  he  looked 
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wiM  Iw  wwm^bwid  what  it  wotild  bimii  for  him- 

••YoQ  win  Mt,  lir,  thftt  Monk  wiU  movt  quickly 
•Boqgh  if  jour  infbniMtioii  i§  oomct ;  cku^pr  flimu- 
kkm  him,  and  UmlMrt  I  know  to  bt  hit  Mf  nokr 

••I  1mi|»  your  woidi  will  provv  oorrKt,^  Um 
bMWMtnjoinMldubioudjr.  Tbo  noond  b«U  wundML 
••Will  jou  kindlj  tak«  Lucillt  in  to  dinuOTP**  bt 
nddad. 

Ai  tiwy  walkad  lida  by  ikie  the  giri  pi«Md  his 


"I  lik«d  to  hear  wbat  you  Mid  about  Ociwial 
Monkr  ibe  aaid,  ••ba  roakw  ma  fiwl  like  that ;  thera 
it  MWiathing  m>  quiat  and  .artAil  about  bim.  He  is 
lika  the  river  wbicb  flows  ever  cmwanb  towanb  the 
•M»  whatever  betide*i  wind  or  storm,  rain  or  mow ; 
I  Uka  to  Ibel  iii  power ;  your  General  wemed  to  ma 
juat  ai  ineviUUe.  My  fiither  due*  no*,  think  lo  ba- 
oawa  be  want*  aoroething  very  much,  and  it  makca 
him  doubt  the  likelihood  of  getting  it** 

lliey  were  walking  along  the  corridor ;  Sir  Evelyn 
had  remained  bdiind  for  a  moment  or  two  to  open  a 
window. 

*•!•  that  always  the  case  ?**  Darcy  inquired. 

**  What  do  you  mean.  Cousin  ?  ** 

••TTiat  if  we  want  anything  very  much,  we  never 
believe  we  s  ^  get  it  ?** 

**I  think  it  b  so  with  most  people, espedally  when 
they  grow  older.** 
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'"'^^  '  ^•"P'  '  "•f  fmnain  jomg,^  Hunj 
mfonM  i  he  pntmA  Imt  arm  afpMnat  bb  ikk 

»•  took  !!«•  piMt  at  tlw  end  of  Um  table  wttb 
•  prrtty  grace,  a  niodeet  dignity,  v/bich  be  alvayt 
admired. 

'^'^'^^  <*«y»    P*««d.  rfuring  wbieb   Dairy  ftilly 
'■ttwrtwd  all  bit  phyvical  ntrengtb ;  he  knew  that 
the  time  had  oome  for  him  to  leave  the  Abbey,  and 
go  back  to  hie  duty  an  General  Monk'.  aideHJe^wnpt 
He  could  never  have  believed  that  he  ibouU  &ce 
tbie  obligation  wiUi  ao  much  reluctance ;  bitbertiH 
when  any  enforced  idlencM  had  come  to  him,  it  had 
irked  him  dreadftUly  that  he  »houkl  be  forcibly 
drained,  whether   the  cauae  was  indlupodfion,  an 
unuMial  drpumatance,  or  a  command  which  placed 
him  in  an  outpont  away  from  the  centre  of  thii^  t 
now  he  would  have  been  glad  of  a  mandate  to  remain. 
The  quiet  life  at  the  Abbey ;  companionship  with  a 
mwi  finely  mouMed,  like  Sir  Evelyn  Lee;  oonetant 
•Modation  with  a  girl  of  high  intelligence,  with  that 
glamour  of  poMibility  about  her,  which  ie  the  heri- 
tage  of  the  young,  a  mind  receptive,  a  nature  vidbly 
«p«»ding,  a  loul  untainted  ;  all  tbeee  endoeed  in  a 
cadiet,  which  aatiified  Darcy's  estimate  of  the  fitneii 
of  things. 

But  Duty  had  ever  been  his  watchword  ;  he  must 
tear  himself  away  at  whatever  cost 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  Sir  Evelyn  was 
«ng«»ged  in  transacting  cert«  i  business  connected 
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with  hb  crtate  in  Ficardy,  requiring  correspondence 
with  hit  French  factor ;  Lucille  and  their  guest  were 
left  to  entertain  one  another. 

It  was  a  lovely  day,  bright  with  sunshine,  but  with 
a  certain  crispnw-  .-li  r^ost  in  the  air  and  biting  the 
ground. 

**  What  are  ^vi  to  do  tii  k  afternoon  ?  "  Darcy  said. 
**  Do  you  know  this  w  L.y  last  day  at  the  Abbey ; 
to-morrow  morning  I  must  start  for  London.** 

**  So  soon  ?  ^  she  exclaimed. 

"So  late,"  he  answered ;  « I  ought  to  have  gone 
to-day,  perhaps  even  yesterday;  any  excuse  for 
delay  is  quite  gone;  I  never  felt  better  in  my 
life."  '  ^ 

"  We  skvll  hear  of  you  ?  ^  she  asked,  «  as  well  as 
from  you  ?  It  seems  strange,  a  little  while  ago  I 
only  knew  of  you  by  name  as  a  relation,  now  I  can 
hardly  believe  that  there  was  ever  a  time  when  we 
were  not  acquainted  with  one  another."" 

"  Friendship  harks  backwards  as  well  as  forwards," 
he  suggested ;  « it  cements  the  past  with  the  present 
and  future." 

*"  I  like  to  think  that,"  she  said. 

"  You  have  not  answered  my  question ;  what  do 
you  suggest  that  we  do?" 

**  You  have  never  been  to  the  top  of  our  turret ; 
there  is  a  very  fine  view  from  there,  especially  over 
the  river,  and  the  country  lying  beyond  it." 

« I  should  like  that  very  much.    Of  course  I  have 
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noticed  the  tower,  but  I  wm  not  aware  that  there 
wa«  any  means  of  reaching  if 

This  turret  of  which  LuciUe  spoke  was  at  the  top 
of  the  north  wing  of  the  Abbey ;  there  was  no  corre- 
spending  tower  at  the  south  end,  which  had  been 
built  nearly  a  hundred  years  later. 

"Oh  yes;  there  is  a  stairway ;  we  do  not  use  it 
much  m  the  winter,  but  in  the  summer  I  often  go 
up  there  with  a  book,  and  sometimes  my  father 
goes  too.  I  did  not  suggest  it  before,  because  I 
thought  you  might  find  the  steps  trying  after  your 
illness.^ 

"  Are  there  so  many  of  them  ?  ** 

"Not  more  than  seventy  or  eighty,  but  some  of 
them  are  rather  steep." 

They  were  standing  in  the  great  hall  of  the  Abbey. 
At  this  moment  they  heard  the  clatter  of  a  horse's 
feet  on  the  drive  outside ;  the  rider  pulled  up  before 
the  door;  no  man-servant  being  about,  Darcy  went 
himself  and  opened  the  oak  door;  something  told 
him  the  new  arrival  had  a  message  for  himself  i  he 
was  not  mistaken;  a  mounted  trooper  sat  on  his 
horse,  and  was  jvl  about  to  dismoiint,  taking  a 
missive  from  his  ha>cr8ack. 

Seeing  Darcy,  he  saluted.  "A  note  for  you. 
Captain."  ^^ 

Robert  descended  the  steps,  and  took  the  envelope 
which  the  trooper  handed  to  him  ;  he  recogniaed  the 
handwriting  on   the  outside;   it  was  that  of  Dr. 
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Oajs,  GenenU   Monk's  brother-in-law  and  con- 

«  You  have  ridden  far  and  fast,  my  friend,"  Darey 
commented  noting  the  heading  flanks  and  W 
flecked  bndle  of  the  sturdy  n«dster  on  which  he  wa. 
mounted. 

«  Ves,  sir ;  those  who  carry  the  Generol's  messa«i 
Iwd^best  bestir  themselves,  or  they  bear  themTt 

Captain  Darcy  nodded;    that  was  the  secret  of 
Monk  s  success,  slow  to  speak,  swift  to  strike,  deceiv- 
ing by  his  very  silence,  confusing  by  the  rapidity  of 
action ;  this,  too,  was  the  spirit  which  animated  the 
small  force  he  commanded  and  made  it  a  power 
equal   to,  nay,  superior  to,  an   army  of  treble  its 
numbers,  doubtful,  disunited. 
«  What  are  your  orders  ?  "  Darcy  inquired. 
"To  await  your  reply,  Captain ;  then  to  return 
alone,  or  m  company  with  your  honour." 

Lucille  had  come  up,  and  was  standing  on  the  top 
step,  lookmg  down  upon  the  scene  below. 

"The  man  and  his  horse  wiU  want  refreshment 
surely,  Ae  said ;  « there  is  no  public  accommodation 

r^  *^*^'  ^'*'  ^°""  °»  ^'  o°«  «de  and 
the  Three  Tuns  at  Melbuiy  on  the  other  " 

Robert  had  turned  when  Lucille  spoke  ;  he  noted 

the  anxious  look  on  her  face.     It  was  a  time  when 

news  was  a  vitel  thing  as  regards  the  country,  and  in 
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tWi  oMe  the  penoiuJ  dement  could  not  be  overlooked 

or  disregarded. 

He  turned  back  to  the  trooper  and  said  :  "Take 

your  horse  round  to  the  stable;  see  that  it  has  a 
good  feed  and  go  yourself  into  the  kitchen,  mheie 
you  will  be  as  hospitably  received  as  I  have  been  ;  I 
will  let  you  know  my  answer  after  you  have  refreshed 
yourself.** 

Thus  bidden,  the  trooper  gathered  up  the  reins, 
saluted,  and  rode  off  in  the  direction  Darcy  had  given 
with  the  wave  of  his  hand,  when  he  mentioned  the 
stables. 

Lucille  turned  back  into  the  hall,  while  Robert 
broke  the  seal  of  the  missive,  standing  there  on  the 
step. 

It  ran  as  foUows  :  "To  Capt.  Darcy  A.D.C.— This 
18  to  inform  you   that  John   Lambert,  some  time 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  Commonwealth,  com- 
nutted  to  the  Tower  because  of  treasonable  designs, 
has  broken  loose  therefrom  and  escaped  the  vigilance 
of  the  outposts  round  London ;  he  is  known  at  this 
time  to  be  making  headway  in  the  Midlands,  and 
unless  his  force  is  broken,  and  himself  captured  grave 
remits  may  ensue.     The  Commander-in-Chief  has 
ordered  Colonels  Howard  and  Ingoldsby  to  march 
against  Lambert  to  effect,  if  possible,  his  capture  " 
— *  alive  or  dead,*  Darcy  commented  to  himself—"  if 
sufficiently  restored,  the  General  wishes  you  to  attach 
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yourjdf  to  thi.  party,  m  your  knowledge  of  th. 
^y  maybe  of  «rvice.  TTi^e  imtruction.  wUl 
be  followed  by  another  n,e«age  intimating  the  place 
of  meeting;  you  are  to  hold  your^f  i„  «adine«,  «> 
M  to  Start  without  any  delay.'* 

.}ItVl'*^'  ""^  "'^"^  "^^  ^^"'"^  Monk',  own 
characteristic  icrawl,  "George  M" 

Darcytumed  back,full  of  thought,  into  the  hou-. 
where  LuciUe  was  anxiously  awaiting  him. 
"Well?  "she  queried. 

of  Umbert^  the  Republican  Leader,  who  has  es^ped 
from  the  Tower;  lam  to  hold  myself  in  «adin«. 
to  join  them  at  a  moment's  notice." 

WTule  he  was  speaking  Sir  Evelyn  Lee  came  out 
of  the  pnvate  room  or  office  in  which  he  transacted 
busmess,  and  sometimes  heart!  cases  as  a  magistrate 
Darcy  at  once  explained  to  his  host  what  was  on 

"Lambert  is  a  dangerous  man,"  he  commented. 
Jus  face  set  and  stem. 

"Yes;  he  has  the  ear  of  a  large  section  of  the 
«nny ;  if  he  can  gather  together  anything  like  a 
for^,  a  fight  for  supremacy  is  inevitable  between  mv 
master  and  himself."  ^ 

"It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  expedition  which  is 
being  sent  out  will  effect  its  purpose." 

"It  wili  if  one  man  can  manage  it,"  Darcv 
l««ponded,  ' 
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« Youndf?-  Sir  Evelyn  inquimj,  with  a  smile, 
ini*unclentanding  him. 

"No !  but  the  finest  wldier,  with  the  exceptior  of 
one,  that  the  army  poMesses." 

"Phiywhointhat?'' 

"Dick  Ingolduby,  whom  Cromwell  dubbed  the 
bert  sabre  in  the  three  kingdoms,  adding  that  'he 
oould  ^neither   pray    nor    preach,    but    he    could 

«  Your  General  wiU  not  mind  those  disabilities  so 
much  as  Master  Cromwell  did.** 

"Justsa" 

Immediately  after  this,  Corporal  LongstafTe  came 
from  the  direction  of  the  kitchen  to  receive  his 
master's  orders,  having  had  an  interview  with  the 
trooper  before  doing  so. 

«  See  that  our  horses  are  saddled  ready  for  imme- 
diate departure,"  Darcy  directed,  «  but  we  are  not 
to  start  until  a  fresh  order  arrives." 

Longstaffe  went  away  to  carry  out  his  master's 
command. 

«  How  about  the  turret  ?"  Lucille  inquired. 
«  Were  you  thinking  of  ascending  the  tower  ?  "  Sir 
Evelyn  asked. 

•*  Yes,  Wf  had  just  planned  it  whv;i  General  Monk's 
messenger  arrived,"  Darcy  said. 

"It  makes  a  good  watch-tower,"  Sir  Evelyn  ex- 
plained, «  you  would  see  from  it  any  one  approadung 
the  Abbey  for  some  miles  except  in  one  direction, 
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E«lyn'.  word,  dinchrf  the  nurtW.         **•  "^  *' 
"  your  «ith«,  Biggert^  we  Aoold  proh.W,  J 

in  V  "1"  ^i'*,"*"  «<>  "-t  effect,-  Sir  Evelyn  oat 
in.  "  «.d  w,ll  d»  go  with  ^  to  the  tunet-       "^ 
■five  minutes  later  thev  w«m  .11  *u 

th.^M.ui.^ytowJiMnororrto'r"* 
-';::;:M".o%!r„;„;:tx::r: 

foUown]  Sir  p    1  .  *  t^aptain  Darcy 

inZt^t     ^  T "*  '"'•  "''"«  "-»  «^ 

«o™^«,t.l  .to»  cenf^-piece.  .umountT^^ 
gargoyle,  the  grinnimr  face  of  r  -f »«  •*«  oy  a 

lj«n«ddfeet.of,i„d«riwe.r,er  Olf^ 
had  apuet  between  the  taUermrf  ■„-«»  ^^^ 
l-tio„.ofth...onew.A.^:h'^"^^°™-7t«> 

"  Are  you  breathless  ?  -  she  asked 
"  No,  not  veiy.'" 
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"  ITut  i»  •  »UPB  dgn  you  have  reoovered,  and  done 
credit  to  our  nuning ;  come  I  now,  and  lee  the  view  * 
She  itepped  into  one  of  the  openingis  Dwcy  coming 
to  her  «de;  below   them   Uy  the  park,  the  deer 
browMng  in  the  .paces  of  the  wood.;  at  one  point 
the  roof  of  the  chapel  could  be  ««,  jurt  indicated 
•mong  the  ehn.  and  oakm  which  grew  to  a  con.iderable 
height  on  that  .ide  of  the  estate ;  beyond  this,  agam, 
wa.  a  naiTow  ribbon  of  road,  along  which  the  troopen 
had  come  on  that  never-to-be-fotgotten  evening,  when 
the  fiigitives  were  hidden  in  the  wcret  chamber  by 
the  side  of  the  altar. 

Sir  Evelyn  had  now  joined  them. 

"Lucille,"  he  said,  "is  quite  right,  she   i.  not 
showing  you  our  best  side  firet,  Robert" 

"Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  thifc  .ir 
turely?"  ^^      * 

"Wait  and  see!" 

LuciUe  led  the  way  round,  and  another  view 
presented  itself,  but  stiU  taking  in  only  a  section  of 
the  park  and  the  more  distant  slopes  beyond ;  this 
was  the  direction  fn  which  lay  the  farm  occupied  by 
Ebeneaer  Holden,  and  the  spot  where  Darcy  received 
hi.  wound  from  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

After  a  few  minutes'  interval  Lucille  led  the  way 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  tower ;  Darcy  foUowing 
her,  uttered  an  exclamation. 

The  giri  turned  and  looked  pleased:  "You  like 
It? ".he  said. 
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•MUktitf    ItWnkili.pwfcoUjb^Mtlftilf^ 
The  nver  had  oome  into  view;  it  wu  lit  up  hw 
Uit  Mmligfat  and  ky  golden  elmot  at  their  verr  fcet , 
It.  dauou.  path  .t.etch«i  away  a.  fkr  a.  the  ew 
ooulu  tee,  winding  in  and  out  between  rich  meadow- 
taod^  with  aU  the  divenitie.  which  an  Englid,  Und- 
■etpeoftnat  Its  beet;  wooded  slope.,  with  hiUi  of 
mow   oomniMnd'rig   height    against    the    sky-line; 
immediately  beneath  them  was  the  sUbling  of  the 
Abbey,  clothed  in  ivy. 

They  stood  for  some  minutes  leaning  side  by  side 
on  Uie  low  wall,  drinking  in  the  beauty  of  the  view. 
Suddenly  Darty  drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height 
from  the  negligent  position  he  had  Uken  before ;  his 
interest  was  excited  ;  in  the  distance  was  a  number 
of  moving  figures,  me.'ely  black  spots  at  first,  but 
growing  more  distinct  as  he  looked,  and  his  eye  came 
into  focus. 

Lucille  had  been  watching  him ;  in  her  heart  were 
minted  thoughts,  satisfaction  with  his  appreciation 
rf  toe  view,  and  regret  to  think  he  would  soon  be 
toftving;  now  she  wondered  what  had  attracted  his 
•ttention  and  brought  about  that  alert  look  which 
appeared  on  his  face. 

**  What  is  it?  "she  asked. 

**  Men,"  he  answered  briefly. 

"Where?"  She  glanced  down  at  the  sUblimr 
immediately  beneath  them.  A  couple  of  grooZ 
were  leading  out  horses  for  exereiie. 
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-  Not  thwt,-  he  Mmrtnd   to  hi^r  gUm*;    h. 
potato!  with  hi.  fl.^^,Hc«„^ 

■P^  ?  I  «m  iw«  ihw  are  iiMjn  moving,  wd  moving 
to  tW.  direction  r  he  rfuuied  hi.  eye.  with  hi.  hrnd 

hZu  ^^  ^  *^'^'  ^^  "^'  ''^*'  **•  ^"**«** 
- 1  cmnnot  Me  wijrthingr  Sir  Evelyn  put  in. 

« I  do  r  LudUe  cried,  -  but  it  might  be  a  heiti  of 
««ttle  or  hone..'* 

-  Y«,  I  thought  that  at  fint,  but  I  am  sure  now 
W»t  they  are  honemen  following  the  bank  of  th« 

A-  "^'T'''.^*^"*  "P""^'  "  we  rfuOl  «e  them  mo,* 
Ototinctly  in  a  few  minute..** 

Darcy  did  not  answer ;  he  wa.  watching  with  intenw 
•bwrption.  Theblack.pot.haddi«ippeaied,abelt 
of  tree,  intervened ;  if  he  wa.  right  they  were  making 
•  detour  round  it.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  pa«^ 
during  which  time  the  .Uence  wa.  only  broken  Ihrtte 

■ound.  which  came  from  the  outbuilding,  of  the  Abbey 
--^m.  calling  to  one  another ;  whi.Uing ;  the  fort 
of  the  horn,  on  the  cobble-.tone«  of  the  yard. 

^J-^r.*^*^  *«!  now  you  can  «e  them  more 
distinctly,**  Robert  cried. 

"I  can  we  them  now,  too,**  Sir  Evelyn  aid ;  "I 
wonder  who  they  can  be  ?** 
"They  .„,  «.Mia,  of  „„e  kind.-  O^  «Ud 


"  How  do  you  know  ?  **  Lucille  inquired. 
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**%  Um  pncUon  wHh  which  Umj  mov»;  Ihty 
M«  tiMbr  om  dirMtioo,  and  haw  hMo  drUkd."* 

**Yoa  haw  vonderftil  cjrta,  Coming  Um  girl 
nnarkcd ;  **  I  thought  mine  wen  good,  b«it  I  ■hould 
not  havt  bwn  abit  to  And  out  all  jou  have  dona  at 
that  diHanca.** 

**  It  it  a  matter  of  training/  Robert  aneweted,  **  I 
hate  had  lome  yean  of  ■touting.'* 

«  They  are  probably  looking  for  a  foidr  Sir  Evelyn 
remarlced  after  a  pause  j  ••  the  Avon  is  very  ftill  jurt 
now  and  not  easy  to  ctom.** 

**  You  thinic  they  want  to  come  to  our  aide  at  the 
river,  father?" 

**It  loolcf  Hke  it;  they  wiU  not  be  able  to  do  eo 
until  they  get  to  Blartin's  Reach  ^-you  know  the 
place?"    Sir  Evelyn  turned  to  Dansy. 

**  Yet,  at  the  broad  part,  where  the  ishuid  with  the 
alders  upon  it  is  in  the  centre  of  the  stream." 

•*Justsa" 

**We  ought  to  be  able  to  see  them  well  from 
there." 

^'Not  sufficiently  to  distinguish  facet  or  even 
uniforms,  I  am  afraid,"  was  the  baronet's  response. 

Darcy  was  thi  aking,  his  whole  brain  absorbed, 
engaged  in  putting  two  and  two  together ;  Lambert 
was  somewhere  in  that  neighbourhood,  just  beginning 
to  draw  to  himself  those  discontented  elements  of 
Cromwell's  army,  who  were  prepared  to  go  any  lengths 
against  General  Monk  and  the  new  settlement ;  was 
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«*1P«-'N«  th^  IWkl«K»  or  e^ 

•iw^  to  ihow  him  th.  Ywy  nut,  thtt  th.  Gtimia 
^rvxttd  to  4iKoinr  mkI  Appnhtnd  f 

A  kw  roinutea  would  iolir«  Um  matter. 

Th«y  wdt«d;  IhKyticiUd  after  •  Audiion  b«  \md 
wot  knomi  for  •  long  time,  an  elation  itirring  witliin 
W«  at  the  thought  that  he  might  be  inrtrum«,ta| 

^  doing  »me  great  ^nrioe  for  the  General  to  who. 
Ii«  w«devat«l.  and  above  aU  to  th«  countiy  which, 
•t  thl.  juncture,  needed  the  lojal  duty  of  wmj 

In  and  out.  the  rider,  they  wewwatchingadn««d, 
iMking  drtour.  when  neee««uy,  but  ever  recurring  to 

dirtinct ;  they  were  about  6fty  in  number. 

At  length  they  reached  the  spot  Sir  Evelyn  had 
indicated,  ai,d  at  once  drew  up ;  four  abreaat  they 
put  their  hoTM*  to  the  itream. 

When  some  two  doaon  had  thus  entered  th«  river 
•nd  become  hidden  behind  the  island  ahvadj 
mentioned,  Darcy  clapped  hi«  haada. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


'  Wm.  you  ticuM  rot,  while  I  giir«  an  onler  to  mj 
»  f  "  Duty  Mked  comprebeiMivcIj  of  hif  two  com- 
pankNii. 

"CMTtdnly,  Robert,  of  oottwe,*  Sir  Evelyn 
replied. 

Tktcy  tock  a  final,  general  look  from  the  battk- 
mtnt,  then  turned  and  ran  down  the  stairway. 
When  his  head  alone  remained  in  view  heiaid  :  **  Yoa 
will  keep  an  eye  on  thow  men  ?  I  iball  be  back 
•gtin  in  a  ftw  minutes.** 

**We  will  duly  report  on  your  return,"  Lucille 
replied,  entering  with  aest  into  the  spirit  of  the 
thing.  Neither  she  nor  her  Ikther  understood 
•McUy  what  was  in  Robert's  mind,  but  they  felt  sura 
h«  was  in  possession  of  some  information,  which 
made  the  movements  they  had  been  observing  of 
sujneme  importance. 

The  sound  of  Captain  Darcy's  footsteps  died  away ; 
•ilence  supervened  in  the  turret ;  father  and  daughter 
stood  watching,  neither  speaking  a  word.  The 
troopers,  if  such  they  were,  crossed  the  river,  then 
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I»»««.U1,  fUr  thi.  eh.  .tuntl«,  of  Ih.  hro 
CVUto  IWcy  ,«  rt«U„g  to  th,  v«d  ;  by  h^' 
|-W.-^J.Hd..or.U..,,^^^^ 

"Iwnd.,  ,h.t  h.  totend.  to  do.-  Ludll,  „. 

«  W.d»U  Mon  know.  If  h,  think.  It  ,d]  to  tall  u. . 
G«nenJMonk.-  "•  ""  WMnt  ftom 

"A  leMon  of  nlencer" 

f     Jr^  "*  -ha  on.  i.  d..ply  mt«»ted- 
n.-?^,  ^'™'*^   '■""  "»  "d*!   "luted- 
th.niMirod.outofth.VMd.  «™on. 
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FIt«  minutei  pMnd;  tbej  hMxd  the  clatter  of 
Ducj*!  ftet,  and  the  jingle  of  his  spun  on  the  itoM 
steps  leading  to  the  turret 

He  oame  out  on  to  the  top :  «  Well  ?** 

"TTiey  all  crossed  the  river,  formed  up,  and 
disappeared,''  Sir  Eveljn  Lee  replied. 

"I  guessed  they  would  do  that,"  Darcy  said,**! 
have  sent  I/)ng8taffe  after  them  to  ascertain  in  which 
direction  they  are  moving,  and  to  find  out  where  they 
•re  likely  to  bivouac  for  the  ni^t" 

**  Supposing  he  is  observed  ? "  Lucille  asked. 

Robert  smiled  :  **  He  has  had  an  experience  which 
is  not  given  to  every  English  soldier ;  he  has  seen 
fij^ting  among  the  Indians  in  America,  where  m  &ct 
he  was  brought  up ;  he  will  track  those  men  unseen, 
unheard,  unsuspected;  that  is  why  I  sent  him  instead 
of  going  myself." 

**  I  half  thought  they  might  be  coming  here,"  Sir 
Evelyn  said,  after  a  pause. 

**  I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  likely ;  they  will 
keep  dear  of  your  property,  sir,  except  at  one 
pomt" 

Both  Lucille  and  her  fether  looked  surprised. 
**  What  do  you  mean,  Cousin  ?  "  the  girl  asked. 

**  They  have  a  sympathizer  in  this  district,  if  I  am 
not  much  mistaken." 

**You  are  thinking  of  Ebenezer  Holden?"  Sir 
Evelyn  exclaimed ;"  I  had  liar  the  moment  fingotten 
him." 


ME88EN6EII8 

••Yes;  bjhia  looks  he  is  one  with  them;  and  what 
happened  the  other  day  wiD  have  sharpened  his  pi». 
ferenoes  and  prejudices  to  a  fine  pobt" 

"You  mean  the  beating  he  received  by  His  Gi»oe 
of  Buckingham's  oitlers  ?" 

"Yes;  it  would  turn  a  Cavalier  into  a  Roundhead, 
and  a  Roundhead  into  a  fanatic."* 

«  Holden  was  the  latter,  aheady,''  Sir  Evelyn  com- 
mented,  "but  a  capital  former,  and  an  excellent 
tenant  all  the  same."" 

"  I  can  quite  understand  that,"  Darcy  agreed,  •♦  no 
one  in  his  senses  ever  doubted  the  splendid  stuff, 
the  probity  and  courage  in  the  material,  out  of  which 
old  Noll  made  his  soldiers;  I  should  never  ask  to 
lead  a  finer  set  of  men ;  but  when  they  want  to  bend 
all  England  to  their  will,  and  make  all  men  fit  into 
their  mould,  the  matter  becomes  of  a  diflerent  com- 
plexion ;  they  speak  of  liberty,  and  try  and  put  it 
into  a  strait  waistcoaf 

Once  again  aU  three  were  standing  looking  out 
from  the  opening  in  the  battlement.  Nothing  was 
nowto  beseen  but  thecahn  beauty  of  the  landsa^ ; 
no  one  would  have  suspected  that  the  tide  of  dvil 
war  had  surged  so  close  to  the  Abbey  and  its  quiet 
domam,  only  a  few  minutes  earlier. 

Presently  Sir  Evelyn  remarked,  "You  came  to  a 
quick  decision  just  now,  Robert ;  I  suppose  you  saw 
more  than  we  did?" 
« I  saw  the  one  thing  which  interested  me  most" 
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**  Mkj  I  fltk  whtt  that  was,  or  ought  I  not  to  be 
toM?" 

**  General  Lambert  was  in  the  midst  of  those 
men !  **  Darcy  responded  quietly. 

**  Lambert !  "*  Sir  Evelyn  exclaimed,  **  how  can  you 
be  sure  of  that  ? " 

**  In  the  first  place  I  guessed  it,  because  I  knew  he 
was  moving  in  these  parts ;  in  the  second  place  I  saw 

**  Could  you  possibly  distinguish  any  individual  at 
that  distance  ?  ** 

**  Lambert  rides  after  a  fiuhion  which  once  seen  no 
horseman  is  likely  to  forget ;  he  stoops  down  almost 
bunching  himself  on  his  horse^s  neck ;  just  before  I 
ran  down-stairs  his  troopers  were  parted  in  front  and 
behind;  he  was  left  alone,  I  could  then  see  his 
characteristic  attitude  quite  distinctly."* 

Sir  Evelyn  glanced  at  his  daughter  with  appreci- 
ation in  his  eyes  of  Duty's  quickness  of  vision. 

**  It  may  be  a  great  thing  for  you,""  the  girl  sug- 
gested, "if  you  could  help  to  capture  General 
Lambert^ 

**  I  was  not  thinking  of  myself,  but  of  the  country," 
he  answered  simply. 

Darkness  was  beginning  to  come  stealing  across  the 
Ay  and  ovor  the  landscape  before  they  descended 
from  the  tower.  Darcy  had  enjoyed  ihe  quiet  of 
that  last  hour ;  he  knew  he  was  leaving  it  behind  ; 
that  action  and  turmoil,  perhaps  war  awaited  him. 
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CSoming  eventi  cut  their  iluidoin  beforo  them  at  the 
aame  time  they  threw  into  strong  relief  the  rert  and 
joy  of  that  feding  of  companionship,  which  tabdfted 
betweoi  the  Lees  and  himself. 

**  It  is  time  we  went  down,  the  night  will  be  cold," 
Sir  Evelyn  remarked  at  length. 

I>M«y  took  a  deep  breath,  as  if  he  would  inhale  the 
air  and  expand  his  lungs  with  the  recoUection  of  iU 
sweetness. 

**I  am  more  than  glad  we  came  up,"  he  said ;«  not 
merely  because  of  what  we  have  seen,  but  for  the 
association  I  shall  always  have  with  this  afternoon." 

"I  am  pleased  I  suggested  it,"  LudUe  replied,  "I 
do  not  think  we  shall  any  of  us  ever  forget  it 
Come !  as  before,  I  will  lead  the  way." 

The  girl  descended  the  stairway,  her  father 
following,  Darcy  last 

In  the  hall  Robert  inquired  whether  any  news  had 
come,  and  received  a  reply  in  the  negative ;  there  was 
nothing  to  do  but  wait  Sir  Evelyn  and  Lucille 
went  for  a  walk  in  tLe  park,  but  Darcy  was  afraid  to 
accompany  them,  as  a  messenger  might  come  for  him 
at  any  moment,  and  every  second  would  be  of  intense 
importance  when  the  summons  once  arrived.  He 
rtood  on  the  top  step  and  watched  fiither  and 
daughter  walking  away,  until  they  disappeared  among 
the  trees  in  the  direction  of  the  chapel 

Supper  was  served  at  the  Abbey  at  six  o'clock  ;  up 
to  that  time  no  messenger  had  come  for  Captain 
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D«y.  nrfther  W  Longrtair.  «hm»4    ,w  «t 

mT.^  '^"^  in  ril««.  .  «rt.fa  <«7»i„t 
•pon  the  iMrty..  t««  feding  tut  ,^  might  com. 
•t mjmoment, ud  the ritting  b« intemipted. 

Hobert  Ducy  hud  grown  imp,tlent  during  the  brt 
bou,  „th  the  imp.tie„«  .,  „  ^mgetiJlTwt 
h-  towut  while  other.  «rt ;  there  wm  the  «lded 
•"Hety  «  to  the  fitting  in  of  the  vnriou.  pirt.  of  the 

C^llT^  I?""  "»~  *«  hin,  to  join  Colonel 
^by  Wore  I^ngrtrffe  returned,  or  Longrtdfe 
ml^t  o«n,  with  the  mort  «Ju.ble  informalTon  „ 
to  the  whereebottt.  of  Genend  Umbert.  which  could 

?n«,u  .^  *°  '"'^^  owing  to  the  feilure  of 
I»gdd.by  to  communfcte  with  the  Captun  u  pro- 

Tw  '  *!'"™"'*'«-»»"^«»'«"'>ou.q«nU.«on 
m  hi.  m«ri  before  the  great  beU  ™n.„oned  then, 
to  rapper.  Ihere  wa,  .  further  poMibility,  which 
amgrhad  refiaed  to  enuatun  earher  in  the  aft«. 
no™.  n«nely  that  Longrtaffe  might  fiul  in  hi,  quert 
for  1-n.hert-.  expedition,  or  even  be  captured  ^  the 
party  he  had  gone  to  observe. 

m  Captain  with  little  appetite  col  >Ued  himself 
to  partake  of  the  viands  set  before  him ;  it  might  be 
K>me  hour*  before  he  had  another  meal,  and  he  wa* 
too  experienced  a  campaigner,  not  to  realize  the 
importance  of  a  reserve  of  strength  before  a  night 
expedition.  ^^ 

LudUe  and  her  father   understood    the  youn^ 
•oldiers    preoccupation   and    respected    it.      They 
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looked 
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^  his  CTBatuTB  comfort,  with  Ibretlwiialit 
•nd  ire^nai^  but  beyond  the  necesia^  quertioJM 

to  wUt  he  would  tdie,  and  verbal  «,gg«tion.  from 
hia  host,  not  a  word  p«Med  until  the  meal  was  ahnort 
over. 

raen  Sir  Evelyn  «id :  -If  Qeneml  Lambert 
-houM  fall  mto  your  hand.,  you  wiU  remember  that 
we  have  a  rtrong  room  here  in  which  he  could  lie 
with  «fe^  for  a  night,  before  you  rtart  on  the 
march  toLondon;  in  my  cap«rity  a.  a  magirtrate 
i  have  had  more  than  one  prisoner  temporarily 
detained  at  the  Abbey,  before  they  could  be  hlnded 
over  to  the  county  authorities.'' 

"TTumk  you.  Sir  Evelyn,  I  will  bear  it  in  mind ; 
I  only  hope  the  matter  may  come  to  «,ch  a  con- 
clusion, as  to  put  your  apartment  to  the  use  you 
•uggest,  Darcy  .poke  somewhat  despondently;  a. 
the  wo.ds  passed  his  lips,  he  spnuig  to  his^feet 
mere  IS  some  one  at  last,"  he  cried. 

As  he  had  been  the  first  to  notice  the  company  of 

firrt  of  the  three  to  hear  the  distant  thud  of  horee- 
hoofe  on  tiie  gravel  of  the  drive.  With  an  apology 
be^humed  from  the  table,  and  so  out  into  S 

Tl^  mght  was  dark  when  he  threw  back  the  great 
haU  door;  he  ran  down  the  steps  just  in  tin^  to 
receive  a  trooper,  wearing  the  same  uniform  a.  the 
messenger  who  had  arrived  earlier  in  the  afternoon 
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from  ColoMl  Ingoldiibj;  tbefr  1!mm  wen  Ughtod  op 
by  the  rayi  of  the  gTMtUunp  above  iie  entrance.  Sir 
Eveljn  and  Lucille  had  come  with  MMne  mgunem 
b^nd  their  guest,  and  now  stood  lodcing  down  upon 
the  scene.  The  two  soldierly  figures,  with  the  horse 
completing  the  picture,  stood  out  against  the  dark 
mitt  which  covered  the  surfiuse  of  the  paric ;  it  was  a 
cameo  of  war.  Lucille,  at  any  rate,  felt  it  represented 
something  she  had  never  seen,  never  reaUied,  yet 
which  had  surrounded  at  no  great  distance  the  days 
of  her  childhood ;  the  strong  hard  features  of  the 
veteran,  who  had  just  come  up,  lined  with  service ; 
the  move  refined,  but  still  strenuous  and  determined 
aspect  of  Captaui  Darcy,  no  longer  looking  as  he  had 
done  when  they  walked  together  in  the  park,  or  as  he 
sat  at  the  taUe,  but  with  a  totally  new  expression, 
•uggesting  a  hound  on  the  leash,  ready  to  spring 
forward  as  soon  as  it  was  free  towards  the  quany 
scented  from  afar.  The  flickering  yellow  rays  of  the 
lamp  produced  a  weird  and  sombre  effect,  heighten- 
ing the  impression  which  the  picture  created.  The 
girl  felt  herself  shudder  from  head  to  foot;  an 
impression  of  anxiety,  of  coming  trouUe  came  over 
her  which  had  no  foundation,  at  any  rate,  for  some 
time  to  come,  but  which  arose  from  the  glimpse  she 
was  now  getting  of  a  very  different  life  fix)m  the  one 
to  which  she  was  accustomed. 

Darcy  and  the  trooper  talked  together  in  low  tones ; 
the  purport  of  what  was  said  Med  to  reach  the  ears 


of  tte  two  oi»k»k« ;  miy  «ow  «»d  ngiUn  n^ 

lie  expected  LongatafTe  to  return. 

J*'  ^r!^  "^  ^^  ^^^^  underrtood  what 
w«  in  thdr  guert*.  mind ;  erne  pirt  of  the  puaUi 
bed  come  to  the  fitting;  Robert  now  dedred  idlthe 
more  e«„ertl J  that  portion  which  ought  '.j  nuik.  l* 
complete.  ^  ^^ " 

After  aome  ten  minute,  the  trooper  remount*! 
•nd  cantered  round  to  the  rtaWing. 

"I  give  you  half-an-hour,"  Darcy  called,  "then 
botii  of  you  mu.t  be  re^y  to  accompany  me." 

hi.  ^T^  "^  "*"  """"^  '^^'^^^^  *"^  ^ 

Darqr  rtood  for  a  minute  or  two,  hi.  head  on  one 
«de,  hi.  whole  «m«  of  hearing  concentrated  by  hi. 
will-power.  No  wund  came  upon  the  breeie;  with 
•  dirug  of  annoyance  and  di«ati.faction,  he  be«n 
to  remount  the  rtep^  and  at  once  pereeivedS^ 
Evdyn  Ue  aad  Luci.^  He  did  not  .peak  until 
he  had  reached  their  level ;  then  he  adopted  the 
same  low  tone,  which  he  had  used  in  hi.  colloquy 
with  the  troopo*.  ^ 

«  Colonel  Ingoldsby.  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men  at  hi.  back,  ha.  reached  a  village  which  the 
me««ng«:  tell,  me  i.  only  about  four  mUe.  from 
here,  called  Leastoke;  I  do  not  remember  coming 
Bcrtm  it  in  our  ride.?" 

"No,  it  lies  rather  out  of  the  way,  in  a  cleft 
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betwtn  two  hilb;  tlM  Bwio  raad  b  hAlf-A-mik  diftont 
froA  Um  int  hoQMf  of  the  rilkgc" 

**1ag^hy  hM  «  good  •jrs  for  a  cttnpi]i9.|ilM«, 
•nd  I  b«lkr»  be  knowi  this  put  of  the  countiy,** 
Dwejr  commmted. 

"Hie  spot  would  be  eujr  to  deftnd  in  cMe  of 
•ttwAr  Sir  Evelyn  replied,  *«  and  the  bill,  oo  either 
•ide  would  afford  good  podtiona  for  lentriee.** 

Iktej  nodded  at  if  the  information  coincided  with 
hie  expectation. 

**!  ihall  start  for  the  camp,**  be  laid  after  a 
minute,  **in  balf-an-bour ;  if  Longetafle  bat  not 
wtanied  by  then  be  mutt  follow  me.* 

"Supponng  be  does  not  come  back  at  all?" Sir 
Evdyn  suggested. 

I>WTy  did  not  require  to  give  an  answer,  for  again 
hone-hoo&  sounded  through  the  darluess.  Long- 
■taifo  was  upon  them  immediately,  having  galloped 
•cross  the  grass,  which  deadened  the  sound  of  his 
•pproadi.  Darcy  glanced  at  Sir  Evelyn  with  not 
a  little  satis&ction ;  then  ran  to  get  his  servants 
veport. 


CHAPTER  IX 

A    mOBT    IIAftCH 

A  "^  ininute.  later  Ci4>t«b  Dwty  ^de  away 
from  the  Abbey ;  before  him  went  the  two  trtxmen 
who  h«l  come  from  Colonel   Ingoldiby;   behind 
W«   WM  Coipond   Longrtaife,   who   had   located 
lambert.  nnaU  force  doM  to  Ebene«r  HoMen'b 
&™.    -    Robert    had    expected.     Holden    wa. 
jndd«tiy  a  man  of  »me  importance  in  the  eye.  of 
the  fcnatical  party,  which  .ought  to  dominate  the 
oojintry  and  dmtroy  the  influence  c'  General  Monk; 
^h«-wi«  Lambert  would  not  have  come  out  of 
W.  way  to  pick  ,^  Holden  and  any  conting«it 
«fjymp«thiie»    the    latter    might    be   aWe   to 

The  darkness  was  condderaUe  when  they  paand 

out  of  the  park  into  the  open  road,  they  hid  to  ride 
wanly  and  trust  wmewhat  to  the  in.tinct  of  their 
hone»,  Darcy  aUowed  his  bridle  to  Ue  eadly  on  the 
~ck  of  his  steed;  his  own  thoughts  were  busy,  and 
thiy  w««i  not  wholly  taken  up  with  the  project 
immediately  in  view;  he  was  looking  for^  to 
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ttMlim  Um  iuMNit  oivdiy  iMdw,  «m1  to  thdr  joint 
MMolt  tipoD  LMnlMrt'k  pnitioot  tht  Mdoar  of  tht 
•cldkr  WM  stirriiig  In  hioi  i  he  wm  tktod  wHh  Um 
Ming  that  in  iplte  of  the  fiurt  thftt  he  h^l  biM  left 
behbd,  good  luck  had  given  him  m  pwt  in  eflboting 
a  oonp,  which  might  be  of  the  utmort  importanoe  in 
the  hiHoij  of  that  undertaking  which  General  Monk 
had  in  hand.    Yet  with  all  thie  running  in  his  head, 
through  it  all  wae  the  fteling  that  the  quiet  daji, 
the  reetftd  enjoyment  of  hii  last  weeks  at  the  Abbsy 
wwe  over;  that  page  b  his  liib  was  turned,  and 
be  was  about  to  commence  another,  and  a  freah 
■heet.    What  was  written  was  indelible';  he  naliaed 
that  something  had  come  into  his  existence  which 
had  not  been  there  before,  that  Providence  had 
linked  his  own  fortunes  with  those  of  the  Lees;  that 
the  time  would  come  when  he  would  return  to  the 
place  which  he  must  shortly  leave,  with  perhaps 
some  idea  of  a  more  permanent  bond.    RobertDaicy 
ooukl  hardly  be  said  at  this  moment  to  be  exactly  in 
love  with  LucUIe  Lee,  he  only  knew  that  she  at- 
tTMted  him  as  no  one  had  ever  done  before;  he  felt 
assured  that  this  attraction  would  be  all  the  greater 
when  that  development  took  place  in  her  character, 
her  whole  being,  physical  and  mental,  which  was  • 
impending.    To  study  human  nature,  above  all  to 
study  the  character  and  possibilities  of  /?.  girl,  fresh, 
immature,  intensely  interesting,  all  this  was  so  new 
to  Robert  that  he  gave  it  an  immense  amount  of 
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rf  tU  «J1  prty.  wl»  00.  of  th,  tB««r!A- 
^P-ki*  to  hi.  oo«,«Uoo,  turari  b^TtTSpUb 

»«7-  !*•  I«tt«  »iD«l  in  hi.  ho«  fc,  fcTSi 
"i«J.  .h«dd  «Uld..  At  thi.  point  tt»  C 
P-dog  Um«gh  ,  n.TO»  drfj.  ,rith  lw«  «, 
^^    ■»»    "»    rtV    vidhl.    b*„    tt»y 

"Wh.ti.thi.f-heMlui 

t.to.l,oe„,„tt.^    Ith«,ghtr«5.tTu5 
m^dr,  th.t  n  h.T,  omij  Mdwl  oor  d«tii» 

Hwfflj,  IM  tt.  -«d.  b«.  .pok«,  b.fe„  tt» 

WW.  (AJhngwJ  (  no  doobt  th.  wood  0*  Toi«.  h3 
««*«dth.«,,„fthen«u«t«utpo.t    IWcouId 

h««  tij. dick  of  . lodi  «rf  ««U ».  th.  Zt  rf. 
I^mn-ri-g  «K»grt  th.  d««H«,  .  Bw. 

"Who  are  you?   Amwer,  or  I  fire." 

-You   had   better  reply^  Da«y   «id    to   th, 
troopar. 

«I«mTh)operCredland;  I  have  brought  (W«n 
Dwty  to  Colonel  Ingoldsby.-  ^^ 

^ft«jjredland  and  party,>'-.the  lighted  fu« 
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IhnyuaJUkd  wHh  JiHifcrtiwi  to  liiaMii;  m  Im 
dMMk  op  liooaligbl,  and  pwimdrf  oi«  '  vayt 
CabMi  Diek  Ii^okbbj  wm  a  ioldkr  af  w»i  own 
bttft,  qokk  in  aetko,  (Uriog  to  a  <ligi««»  al  tha 
MM  U  '1  oaotkrat  whan  caatioo  was  niniwar/. 

Hmj  laft  Um  MnaU  wood  biliiiid  than  and  ba^ui 
to  amnd.  Hm  mow,  wUcb  had  maltad  on  all  tha 
low-landi,  itill  lajr  wUta  on  tha  ridga,  oonapfeooui 
•giiott  tha  MrrmuKUiig  blacknaw,  aa  if  an  army 
«««  lying  doad  tmdar  iti  thnmd  on  both  ikUa  o# 
thawi^. 

IWita  oama  into  vitw,  pidcad  out  by  watch-firaa 
•t  dthar  and  of  tha  aamp,  and  at  ona  plaoa  in  tha 
ontra.  Cndland  lad  tha  way  to  thii  lart  pobt 
Aa  thay  roda  op  Colooal  Ingoldsby  imiad  horn  hia 
tant  antnmoa,  without  hia  mail,  aa  if  ha  had  joat 
ram  ftom  hia  oooA. 

Bobart  dionountad  and  ihook  him  warmly  fay  tha 
hand  Ingoldaby  waa  a  man  thin  to  tha  point  ol 
«wwdation,  tall,  with  abnormally  long  anm ;  ha 
mada  Ibll  UN  of  hia  powen  of  raach,  whm  his  fiunow 
••fan  waa  cutting  its  way  throo|^  tha  ranks  of  his 
mamiaa ;  his  ayaa  wara  small  but  kaan,  his  nosa  lika 
a  biid*s  beak,  tha  cUn  roaa  up  to  meet  it,  giving  his 
face  and  whole  expression  the  similitude  of  some  Uxd 
of  prey,  eagle  or  vulture. 

**I  am  1^  to  see  you,  Darcy,  and  to  know  you 
are  well  OKNigh  to  yAn  our  party :  you  can  have  a 
shiJie-down  in  my  tent  to-ni^t" 


^^. 
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•n«~-       I  l»vt  Mwt  for  jou  which  wiU  mdia  it 

"^  1»  '-"rf  Hutj-.  tut  I.  tht  h«t  thin.  I 

.kT?^]*.  '  "^'^  '■'"'  "^  oftwiioon  riding  .t 
*• 'T^"' •'""""'y  «".     H.a<-»dlh.Aro„ 

-..1^      "^  ■^'"  *•'  Owgdwd  Abtar.    I 
g^  h.  -«  on  hi.  ..y  to  th.  f«m  of  Eb««r 

"  I  know  the  n»n,-  InKold.by  put  i,i    «  ,i,  ^ 
Wglw  In  th.  wnk.  if  he  h«l  ch.«.^.    ""  "^ 

rT^  «d  he  di«,vo«d  Umberf.  c«,Mo« 
^^    Th.^--«'^<i«%«»dupth«fo, 

-Tba^  by  Jupiter,  «  haw  thm,-  lagMUbt 
«pll«l.  dapping  hi.  thigh.  Blowing  .  4,^^42 
«.^n.t«tly.he«.„«,„f^„^'^ 

In  .  qa«ter  of  „  hour  the  whole  compmy  w« 

hgoU.^  told  off  .  ,„„„  »„ti„g,„t  to  l.i„1^ 

8»«rf^tU  cmp,  then  he  g.ve  the  order  to  rtl^ 

"»g»t«»  now  acting  w  guide.  ^ 

D«<7  «d  the  Colonel  rode  nde  by  ride;  th. 


'^FT'^ 
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ktter  wM  moontod  on  a  hofw  whidi  enriomfy  log- 
gMtod  a  retembknoe  to  iti  rider,  long-neckfld  and 
kin,  evidently  capable  both  of  endurance  and  great 

**If  we  get  Lambert,**  the  Colonel  cried,  *<we  laYt 
yngliMJ  from  civil  war." 

**  J>oe«  it  amount  to  that  ?**  Darcy  inquired. 

*<Yea,  every  inch  of  it;  the  Sectaries  are  strong  in 
numbers,  sullen,  discontented,  ready  to  rise  against 
Monk,  but  they  lack  a  leader;  now  that  Lambert 
has  esa^wd  from  the  Tower  all  their  hopes  are  fixed 
upon  him ;  he  is  the  one  man  they  trust.** 

«  How  about  Fleetwood  aud  Desborough  ?** 

**Neithei  J  them  carries  the  confidence  of  Crom- 
wdl*s  old  soldiers ;  Lambert  does,  thonefbre  Lambert 
is  dangerous.  When  I  lodge  him  in  the  Tower 
again,  I  shall  say,  *  Dick,  you  have  done  your  duty.* 
I  prmnised  *  Honest  George*  he  should  have  him, 
and  by  the  Lord,  Darcy,  I  feel  to-night  that  I  shall 
keep  my  word.** 

After  this  amversation  they  lapsed  into  silence, 
Ingoldsby  was  meditating  all  the  details  of  the 
surprise  which  he  hoped  to  e£fect ;  Darcy  was  again 
Idt  to  his  own  thoughts.  The  words  of  the  Ck>lonel 
had  brought  him  back  efi^uaUy  into  the  vortex  of 
that  stirring  time;  he  understood  that  Monk  was 
waiting,  gathering  the  forces  of  the  realm  together 
into  his  strong  hands,  playing  the  same  game,  only 
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wm  in  Londom  that  h«  Imd  doM  Imhn,  firrt  in 
Scotland,  and  afterwards  on  the  mazch.    Ingokkfaj 
with  his  company,  Colonel  Howaid  with  anothw 
ftMfce,  also  in  pursuit  of  Lambert,  but  neaicr  the 
Wekh  border,  were  pawns  in  Monk's  hands;  he 
was  moving  them  from  his  place  at  Whitehall  just 
•s  he  was  manipulating  Parliament  and  the  dty 
under  his  immediate  eye ;  how  many  more  pieces  in 
the  game  were   being  ordered  simultaneously  no 
one  could  tell,  except   the  General  himseli;  and 
pofbapi   one   or  two  whom  he  admitted   to  hit 
ooofidenoe. 

Then  is  something  about  a  nl^t  foray  which  has 
its  influence  upon  the  feelings  and  spirits  of  aU  who 
take  part  in  it;  even  the  men,  brightest  and  most 
jovial  by  day,  assume  a  certain  gntvity  under  the 
conditions  of  darkness  and  caution,  the  need  of 
extra  vigilance,  of  more  alert  watchiulness,  whicb 
characteriw  the  hours  after  the  sun  has  departed. 
IWs  condition  of  affidrs  was  not  less  marked  than 
usual  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Dick  Ingoldsby  and  his 
men;  their  leader  rode  with  a  grim  determination, 
eagerly  reaching  forward  to  the  accomplishment  <rf 
the  task  which  he  had  in  hand;  the  officers  under 
him,  and  the  men  they  commanded,  coveied  mite 
after  mile  with  little  more  sound  than  the  measured 
beating  of  hoofe,  in   unison,   on  the  soft  roadf 

even   the   heavy  saddles  scarcely  creaked;   not  a 
La 
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hant  ndgfaed;  it  wm  like  the  steely  advance  of 
some  spirits  of  the  night  going  to  a  rendexvotu  of 
the  Powers  of  the  Air. 

Some  two  hours  passed  in  this  way.  Tlien  thei« 
came,  as  if  by  a  common  instinct,  a  renewed  evidence 
of  preparation.  Pistols  were  cocked ;  swords  loosened 
from  their  scabbards:  even  the  horses  lifted  their 
heads  and  expanded  their  nostrils,  scenting  the  night 
air  for  some  unexpected'  happening,  some  impending 
danger. 

At  last  the  whole  cavalcade  stopped ;  yet  no  one 
had  given  the  word ;  it  began  with  LongstafTe  and 
*be  leading  line  of  troopers,  and  so,  retrospectively, 
included  the  whole  company. 

The  night  was  fine,  the  clouds  hurrying  across  the 
sky,  no  moon  had  as  yet  appeared,  a  few  stars  were 
gleaming  furtively.  A  strange  sound  divided  the 
silence  of  the  night,  cutting  it  like  a  sword ;  it  was 
that  of  rude  chanting.  From  a  distance  of  periiaps 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  the  melody  of  a  psalm 
rose  up  into  the  air,  a  melody,  if  such  it  could  be 
called,  harsh,  yet  tuneful,  unbroken  by  a  single  note 
of  sweetness,  mai's  voices  only.  To  tiie  majority  of 
those  who  listened,  including,  of  course,  both  Colonel 
Dick  Ingoldsby  and  Captain  Darcy,  the  sound  was 
fiiuniliar  enough,  although  they  had  not  h^uxl  it 
these  many  months  past ;  it,  or  something  very  like 
it,  had  risen  up  to  greet  the  sky  on  nights  preced- 
ing days  rendered  historic  for  evef,  heiore  Edgehill, 
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'    Nttebjr,  DunUr,  and  a  aeon  ot  leMer  fights;  th«i 
thouModi  of  voicet,  amqoering.  and  to  conquer,  a  td 
■welled  that  strange  melody;  now,  in  spite  of  the 
harsh  manliness  of  the  voices,  it  sounded  somewhat 
exiguous,  somewhat  lacking  in  strength  and  volume, 
to  those  who  had  been  familiar  with  the  days  gone  by. 
The  contrast  was  indeed  suggestive  of  the  changj 
which  had  come  over  the  fortunes  of  that  stem, 
puritan  element,  which  had  once  meant  more  than 
anything  else  in  the  disposition  of  the  forces  of  the 
State,  but  had  now  spent  itseii'  in  the  inevitable 
teaction,  and  was  dwindling  down  to  a  sullen  and 
melancholy  end. 

There  was  a  movement  among  the  troops  as  the 
p-ahn  drew  to  its  conclusion.  Longstaffe  was  making 
W«  way  to  the  Commanding  OflScer  in  oider  to 
report  on  the  lay  of  the  land,  and  to  receive  his 
instructions. 

"Master  Lambert,*-  liigoldsby  said,  "has  grown 
careless  in  war,  or  he  has  foigottcn  the  kind  of  man 
with  whom  he  has  to  deal.  Old  Noll  ought  to  have 
taught  him  better  than  to  advertise  the  disposition 
of  his  men,  unless  he  is  very  sure  tl-t  p.i  enemy  nf 
equal  force  is  nowhere  within  hearing  or  strikina 
distance.""  * 

"  I  certainly  should  have  thought,""  Darcy  replied, 
"that  General  Lambert  would  have  been  more 
cautious."* 

By  this  time  Lougstaffe  had  come  up.    He  salutet^ 
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tii«  pill  In  a  word  with  that  woitie  Anw&nm 
wbicfa  was  om  of  hi«  ckanusterittica. 

« I  sofpeet,  dr,  that  in  that  camp  then  an  a  good 
BMiiy  marten,  and  that  Ebeneier  Holden  has  as  much 
to  i^  in  the  arrangement  of  this  aa  General  John 
Lambert^* 

•*Idaw8ayyou«jeright,Long8taffe;  butnoirlet 
us  arrange  how  best  to  unsUp  the  leash  and  capture 
the  quarry,  if  possible  without  a  throat  being  cut  or 
a  drop  of  blood  shed;  those  were  the  General*s  oiders, 
for  a  spark  might  set  on  fire  all  the  hayricks  and 
oonistacks  in  England.** 

Soon  the  dispositions  were  made ;  the  men  dis- 
mounted ;  the  horses  were  tethered  to  the  trees  of  a 
•mall  wood  which  flanked  one  side  of  Holden's  farm ; 
then,  in  small  detachments,  they  made  the  complete 
circait  of  an  intervening  meadow,  in  the  centre  of 
which  the  tents  of  Lambert's  small  contmgent  had 
been  pitched. 

Colonel  Ingoldsby  took  command  on  one  side, 
and  Darcy  on  the  other,  with  Major  Vandelour, 
Ingoldsby's  second  in  command,  holding  the  road 
to  the  &rm. 

Silently,  they  drew  the  circle  nearer  and  nearer 
round  the  unsuspectmg  enemy,  who  had  evidentiy 
put  out  no  pickets  and  placed  no  sentries. 

A  man's  voice,  stem  and  forbidding,  rose  from  the 
centre  of  a  black  group,  clustering  dose  together 
round  a  beech-tree,  whidi  dominated  this  part  of  the 
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Md.  AU  one  lide  of  tht  mMdow  ondtt  the  hadgt 
wi  oocqikdbjnmi  of  lionet  Mdi  mimcfaing  at  » 
Ml.  bi^  whik  their  meeten  were  engnged  fai  whst 
pened  for  derotioii,  tome  twenty  Tmrds  away  ftom 
them. 

Colonel  IngoldBby  had  taken  in  the  whole  dtoa- 
tion  ;  he  told  off  a  doien  men  to  leiie  the  iMnee ; 
thai  with  a  run  the  rest  charged  upcm  the  meeting. 
Still  the  voice  of  ezhcntation  struck  upon  their  ears, 
odling  out  anathemas  upon  enemies,  promking 
rewards  here  and  hereafter  to  those  who  were  fidthftd 
in  the  coming  strife ;  texts  of  Scripture  colled  from 
the  Old  Testament  interlarded  the  addrese.  Oansy 
knew  the  voice  well;  it  was  that  of  Ehenenr 
Holden,  the  man  who  had  been  flogged  by  Bode- 
in^^iam^s  servants  and  who  had  prophesied  the  Duke^s 
downfall 

With  a  final  rush,  Ingoldsby^s  men  were  vtpoa 
them ;  the  invaders  were  two  to  one ;  Lambo^^s 
force  wholly  unprqMoed.  There  was  some  little  resist- 
ance, a  few  of  the  sturdier  men  wore  knocked  down 
with  the  butt-end  of  pistols;  in  five  minutes  the 
whole  force  had  surrendered — ^with  one  ezoqpti<nL 

Lambert  himself  had  been  standing  apart  from 
the  main  body  of  his  followers,  surveying  tiiem  with 
folded  arms ;  porhaps  realizing  his  own  incapacity  to 
sway  these  men  to  his  will,  and  in  fact  understanding 
how  sli|^t  was  his  hope  of  ultimate  success  in  the 
larger  endeavour  which  lay  before  him. 
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•n»  Q-wrf  •«  tU  fcrt  to  ,,p,«lrt.  »hrt  ,« 

»W«Mg '  ^^  "^  »-   <»««"««•«>  tto    Monk 
hjd  rtrudk  with  that  »pidit,  of  .  „«ri.a^ 

tog  troop.,  who  l»d  j«t  uirfon.  ij,  h^         "l^ 

■JP-ng  on  it.  b«k.  «hJ  gtUoprf  «,o«  th.  (Wd  to  th. 
dtertoo  of  .  w«Hl  which  k,  on  th.  forth,  ride. 
Once  ttoe  h.  might  hop,  to  thwirf  it,  B«.  to  th, 

t^J^  W'»««feetri  hi.-puT«.  th.  whol. 
■«"»"  of  the  expedition  ww  marnd. 

»1th  thoee  wiJl,  Iceen  ^  whid,  nothing  ,«»b«j. 

h^  w«  njountad  of  the  fo«,  o«fc,  hiniVh.' 

h-rf  U»  ttud  of  Unibert'.  ho«  on  the  he,™ 

«~-l«d,  Mdden  with  reoent  mow.  ^  tmntog. 

with«cune,heitKtedtopuiwit 
JWtitor  the  «yi„g  fee,  ^  tb.  ^  ,^ 

~«U  give  «,  tljooght  to  the  gwnnd  th^  w.„ 
h^r^^i^*"  t«rt  to  the  «g«it,  of  the 
*««■  ^"lAby  knew  weU  the  unmatched  nriftne. 
rfhb  own  1«„  rt«d.  «kJ  he  put  it  to  .  h«rf 
^    No  one  rti™d;   dl  .„itod  hK.thl«dv 

a»»|«lt  of  th,t  dngle  contert.  on  which  «  mui 

tt«  hrt  of  Tictoij,  the  Mood  thint  w«  to  hi.  hi«to  • 
J^^  then,  aution  told  hto,  to  aiphne,  not' 
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CHAPTER   X 


TBM  aauT  uMmmo 

iM  the  private  room  at  WUtehaU,  which  OcMtia 
Monk  had  rewnrtd  for  himwlf,  aa  a  place  to  which 
none  came  uninvited,  he  lat  one  night  in  the  begin- 
nii«  of  April,  his  head  buried  in  hii  hands.  The 
apartment  wa>  but  scantily  ftimiahed,  the  table 
covered  with  documents,  neatlj  docketed;  on  the 
wall  hung  the  General^s  armour,  with  hit  iwotd 
stretched  across  two  p^  beneath  it;  the  contents 
of  the  taUe  and  the  solitary  decoration  of  the  wall 
marked  the  antithesis  in  Monk's  life;  he  was  a 
iddier  by  trade,  yet  at  this  moment  what  England 
required  of  him  was  not  so  much  militaiy  skill  as  the 
cnft  of  statesmanship,  using  the  phrase  in  the  best 


A  knock  came  at  the  door.  The  General  looked 
up  with  anticipation  in  his  &ce,  not  surprise.  He 
had  aged  at  least  two  years  during  as  many  months, 
but  the  Uuff  straightforward  look  remained  which 
had  earned  for  him  the  univenal  sobriquet 
**  Honest  GeDrge."* 
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OX 


ra*  sKur  MBKiiNe       m 

U»  teud  to  W«t«,l«t«.  too  »um«»a.  to  ITS 
««»«it  of  P.ril««,t  th.  -th  .(  .bja»tlo7«  it 

rfT  W      tl'^  "^'  '*'  -«-''  Monk  -» 

~^  ■»  "^  "  ft"  •»"  >«»»I  to  th.  Go«™,«. 
"  *  »~^  oomtitutrii  Im  M  obmd  thJ, 

<%  rfLoDdoo ,  hi.  troop,  fcod  d«tw«d  li, -1-. 
"■—""t  "d  indignrthm  of  th.  Lori  ij  *  ^ 

•rtupapennanentRepubUc  in  England 
AH  thi.  might  Uve  been  borne  and  met,  had  «»e 

•hown  himself  to  be  in  their  aervice.   K.  IlL!^ 
Which  cooHoot  be  g^h.w'l;^;;:f;jJJ 
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7-»H)t  tht  «Mt.  lUiMg.  tad  tht  lUfmblioui 
l««i«»  in  tlw  Hodit  wm  plottiqg,  At  tUt  viiy 
«nom«t,  to  Muovv  him  flfon  hk  oAn  of  Con. 
«Md».|ii-ChH  b«tow*l  bj  M  tnuwimoo,  Tott  of 
BurliMDont 

At  Um  Mine  Hw  «  ft^h  ooin|dimtion  iMd  ariitB, 
which  touchMl  Monk  on  hit  tondcriit  point,  nundy 
hk  patriotinn.  Qmrlm  wm  at  P-iiftih,  at  thnl 
timo  under  the  twaj  of  the  King  of  Spidnt  the 
P>ort«gueei  AmbMMdor  hid  made  Monk  eoquehitMl 

with  •  oon^rfwcjr  fc^lered  into  by  the  Court  of  Spdn 
on  the  one  ride,  Md  Cwdind  aiMMin.  ••  wpwnnting 
Rmo*  on  the  other,  to  idie  the  penon  ot  Cherlet  in 

▼iow  of  •  rertomtion ;  the  intention  of  theM  fUtennen 
WM  to  uee  the  Aiture  King  of  £n^«nd  m  a  lerer,  to 
compel  that  oountiy  to  give  up  the  Weet  Indian 
cdoniM  to  Spain,  and  Dunkirk  to  Ranoe. 

Monk  WM  oonMquentij  moved  by  two  inftienoM 
irreepecUve  of  one  another,  yet  bringing  about  a 
iMoH  to  whidi  both  tended. 

The  CouncU  of  SUte  had  fkiled  to  keep  its  wofd ; 
H  WM  no  longer  to  be  inuted;  Monk  iUt  himMlf 
freed  from  its  allegiance ;  on  the  other  hand  France 
•nd  Spain  were  plotting  againrt  England ;  Monk 
•looe  oould  fiiutrate  that  Kheming.    Both  theM 
oourees  pointed  to  the  one  thing  which  the  Genend 
had  hitherto  declined  to  entertain,  namely  diiect 
communication  with  the  exiled  King. 
That  night  M  Monk  aat  with  head  bowed  in  hie 
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Jrf  Jr  "^^  **»^  **»  «~  •- rl|»  fcr  diAfaa , 
WW    tte  enM   nooMiit   In    iht  •toiy  of  hb 

^^*  »•/*»«»•  Wtcy  of  E«gl«d,  U 

In  olMditQo.  to  tt  InWuygo,  Moriot  ttiMtd  Um 

mil. 


or  •U  tht  «•  with  whom  Monk  w.,  hwughl  Into 
eootact,  during  tho-  trooWou.  cUj..  no  ^Omnd 

tU  ooo&kno.  to  much  M  the  MM  who  h«l  jttrt 
««»•  In.  Membv  for  Pljrmooth  In  th«  Loo* 
™i«n«t,  he  hid  b«n  «xpdW  ih«,  the  Hoi«^ 

"-Ijority  of  the  member.,  -t  the  time  of  Prided 

^    Monk  W  known  him  mimj  y««  befow, 

wh«i  they  were  both  men  of  Demi,  Morioe  in  Act 
Wng  •   connection.     After  Uie  Geneiml   i««:bed 

i^r^^  the  condudon  of  hi.  gre^t  m««h  he  iUt 
tbe  need  of  •  wiie  ooan«Uor,  •  men  of  hdwoed 

!S°*^.!  •***~"*  **  **"«^  *»»«*  Morioe  hi«| 
tibc^  queliifc^tioo.  to  •  mn^kiOde  d.^ 
for  him  out  of  the  Wert.    With  Morice  to  Loodoo 
«ne  •  cou«n  of  Monk\  Sir  John  GwnviUe,  member 
of  that  greet  Bideford  fkmUy,  which  rendered  yeomw 
•^ce  to  the  neUoo  during  centurie.  of  ne4l  wi». 
aw.    GrenviUe  we.  a  pronounced  Royelirt;  he  wee 
kwnmto  be  in  touch  with  Caiarle.,  «,d  h«i  .cmAt 
•g^  and  .gain  to  influence  Monk  in  the  direction 
of  hi.  own  political  fiuti,.  but  the  wary  G«,e»l  had 
•o  ftr  kept  him  at  arm',  length. 


M, 


IM  TBI  Msm%  tlONSr 

••i  bop. ,  to  whoU  b«ri«t  U^  or  •  ■«  rtwBf 
«P  to  high  «d«tour.    Hook.  .101  dtUng  hi  iS 

!»«•«» il«orf  lit  hii  ««!. hJ.  own  .yJip,^^ 
"*  !°T^  •nimatioii.  much  !«.  ■•tWhctioii,  to 
Mmobmiaat  i|Mctetor  tbtr  ,  ght  h«^  ^.^rf 
M, -tattt  iiiiintdlig«t»  r  «iJ.  wH^  ^  ^t« 
WW  WM  dUlltMJoniMDt,  U..  mpn!..|  v^^mi  ^  of 
•  iiiM  who  walked  a  dl«.nlt  in.  h  ux .  texinU.     but 

Aw,  fer  tho  dmplo  IMKi  Uw.  hut  fcv  nrn    ,  .rthf 

IMct  shot  the  boltof  ih.'  H»H-  >.  W  ?  hJmi  th« 
b^rwcrf  to  the  tdble,  «id  laid  ^  nun.   b^.  b«  the 

« It  hi.  oome  to  thet,- he  leld  tewely. 
_''^.  **"  not  vmwwn  he  hed  not  tdien  the 
■wowipt   19;  it  WM  written   in  Urn  ksible 
«Miotef., and  hi.  i%ht  WM  ewelknt    HeMOMd 

*iWiiirf  to  touch  it. ..  if  oontect  with  the  i«.r 
•o-M  taiplj  the  il«t  rtq,  fa  a  co«»e  of  aJZI 
■•^«>rft-i  with  luiitted  bmw.,  h.  took  in  it. 
JP«^«i  AwwofScriptuwcamefaitohi.  mind; 
ao  li.d  heard  a  iemion  on  it  fttwn  one  of  the  SectMiw 
y«««*  thi.;  the  maroon  had  long  been  foigotten, 

h«W.  doubtl.-,  under  the  weight  of  many  doikr 

*««»«.  not  all  in  acxxwdance  with  the  mind  of 

oiieIirtener,atanyfate;btttthe  text  had  rtuck— 

"  la  frin  to  the  net  •P^d  in  th.  %ht  ef  wy  bird.- 


Wir  -5*^%. 


TS^ 


Tin  tacan  mbrims       u» 

"TU  niMt  •iMliitii'' 

rf  JjST.f  ""  "^  **»*'•  ^'^-a  or  tC 

•»rtyfc»«md  tJi.Mtaniofth.8tM.ru 
0««a  Monk  irt  hMk  h  hi.  cUir  «J  ooi-l 

^-~;bi.^^d«.d,„t.„:l7S 

*««*c.  movrf ,  h.  might  h.«  b«i  «i«, 
Horio  did  not  rtir ,  h.  hudly^n^TtohLth.^ 

^^  h«™w  o«,  th.  „»„ ;  U  ^"^^ 

r-T*^  I«rf»n«  of  h-JUtionT^WnirrfZ^ 
-^oo.  wouU  hri.«  forth,  in  whid,  Z.^ 
th.tj|woMb.c»t,  would  thi.n«n  who  CZ^ 

«»a«b»«?    No niM  l™,  brtt«  th«  Iforic. 
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bow  deeply  wm  Monk's  mind  imbued  witb  tbe  moHo 
**Ich  Dien** ;  it  bed  been  no  pow,  no  pretence,  wben 
tbroogbout  he  bad  said  :*<  I  am  not  tbe  marter,  I 
am  only  tbe  servant**;  wben  be  bad  declared  tbat 
tbe  government  of  the  country  was  in  tbe  *^^n«^^  of 
tbe  Council  of  State,  and  bis  duty  only  to  carry 
out  their  will  In  obedience  to  this,  he  had  even 
offended  tbe  great  City  of  London ;  wounded  it  in 
its  most  sensitive  part ;  yet  he  bad  suspected  under- 
neath,  and  now  knew  absolutely,  tbat  when  he  was 
ordered  to  use  tbe  military  at  bis  disposal  against 
tbe  dty,  the  intention  #as  to  undermine  the  General's 
own  popularity,  and  strike  a  blow  against  his  personal 
prestige. 

Now  be  bimsdf  was  doomed,  unless 

Monk  opened  his  eyes  and  looked  at  Morice. 
«*  The  die  is  cast,"  he  said  ;**  I  will  see  Grennlle." 

Morice  breathed  like  a  man  who  had  been  in  a 
semi-stifling  air,  and  suddenly  feU  a  fresh  wind  blow 
upon  his  &ce. 

"Thank  God  '"be  murmured. 

"The  Devil  has  had  more  to  do  with  it,"  Monk 
commented  grimly ;  **  the  Devil  who  makes  men  lie 
and  dbeat,  when  they  could  get  their  cxmIb  hr  more 
securely  by  honesty  and  open  dealing.'' 

Monk  brought  hk  closed  fist  heavily  down  on  tbe 
oaken  table. 

Morioe  was  surprised;  never  had  he  seen  Monk 
so  ;3oved,  so  disturbed  from  his  usual  calm  ;  it  was 


1 
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tlie  rewlt  not  of  «n  hour  nor  of  •  day,  but  the  slow 
^ggr^tion  of  uMge,  extending  over  « long  pwlod. 

«Noonemu«t  knowof  thi.,-  the  General  ranvked 
•ft*  •  P«i«;  -I  wiU  go  to  the  prit«te  OOiintt 
•fter  midnight;   you  wiU  appri«   GrenviUe,  and 
conduct  me  there;  .ay  nothing  of  what  I  intend, 
merely  caution  him  to  abmlute  ■ecwcy.'' 
"Of  that  you  may  be  asrored,'' Morioe inteirupt^L 
Monk  nodded.    «I  believe  •o,''  he  said,  "or  I 
■hould  not  place  myself  in  his  hands;  neverthele«. 
^fom  him  afresh.'' 

**!  wm  see  to  it;-  so  saying,  Morice  turned  and 
went  hastily  from  the  room,  ahnost  as  if  he  were 
•fraid  that  the  General  would  reverse  his  decision. 

An  hour  passed,  during  which  Monk  sat  without 
movwg;  the  paper  which  Morice  had  brought  still 
lay  by  his  side;  now  he  took  it  up  and  read  it,  care- 
foUy,  unta  he  could  have  recited  every  word.    He 
nm  and  went  to, the  mantelpiece;  a  heavy  silver 
cwidlestick  containing  a  lighted  candle,  now  burnt 
half-way  down,  was  at  either  end ;  Monk  held  the 
paper  to  the  flame  of  one  of  these  until  it  was 
burnt  in  his  hands;  he  seemed  to  take  a  certain 
«»tw&ction  in  doing  it,  as  he  migb*  have  thrown  it 
on  the  open  fire  in  the  hearth;  upon  the  latter  he 
flung  a  log,  then  turned  back  again  to  the  table, 
drew  writing  materials  near  to  himself,  and  began 
•lowly  to  express  his  thoughts  on  paper.    Every  now 
•ad  again  he  sanded  the  manuscript  as  if  he  were 
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•bool  to  kav«  oi;  bat,  aftw  khm   htiitiitkm, 

In  thk  nay  utoOm  ham  puied  and  midiii^t 
««w  on. 

Ite  General  lifted  his  Imm],  lay  down  his  pan, 
mi  alert,  listening ;  in  spite  of  his  age  no  man  was 
quicker  to  detect  a  sound  than  himsel£  He  bad 
beard  foot&Us  coming  in  his  direction,  the  clmk  al 
ipwrs;  a  premonition  came  to  him  of  news,  news  fbr 
wUcfa  he  was  waiting. 

Again  there  was  a  knock  at  the  door ;  this  time 
wifli  less  of  assurance 

"Comein.'* 

Captain  Darcy  entered.  His  &ce  was  flushed,  his 
clothes  were  travel-stained,  his  whole  appearance 
snggerted  a  rapid  ride. 

«I  am  glad  to  see  you,  Darcy,"*  the  General  said; 
his  &oe  had  lightened.  Morice  represented  that 
aspect  of  life  with  which  the  General  was  least  in 
sympathy— politics;  Darcy,  on  the  contrary,  was 
the  embodiment  of  Monk's  firet  love— war.  In 
statecraft  he  had  equals,  superiors;  in  camp  and 
field  he  reigned  alone,  witiiout  a  peer,  withouf  a 
rival 

« I  come  from  Colonel  Dick  Ingoldsby." 
"Yes?"     Monk    showed   more    eagerness  than 
vuxulL 

"  He  has  Lambert  under  his  hand,  and  is  bringing 
him  to  London ;  I  came  on  with  the  news." 
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»«^.  ev«,  at  thi.  «ap,«^  „,„^         JT 

n«h  reluctance;   «  it  wa^  hr  M^,uTT 
*^^^  ♦   •»  «  waa,  i»r;  fett  that  the  neir 

«P«taw  wu  being  jurtified  by  fiite. 
^WO,  h.  c^e  b^lc.    «We«^^^ 

i^«ng  l^ambert  from  the  watch-toi»ar  at 
«»»-^ Abbey;  the  uight  expeditionVrL;^ 
J»|^  of  tiie  Puritan  leader  in  Ebene«r  IwZ 

At  this  pofait  in  the  namrthe  MoiA,  who  had 
been  lirtening  dlently.  intenupted  ^.     lJ^ 
*•  What  he»».o  «f  *u    "'""^P*®*  "'rtn  «  quertian, 
nrnat  became  of  the  mt  of  his  force  ? '' 
-Colonel  IngokWjy  folWad  jj^^     . 

^^^^-^thei..™^,^^^ 

the  Abb^  under^  ^  ^^  jr  ^^"^ 
^^^--f  unoora  amaU  guani;  he  ky  ther^  that 

•fc'^k  looked  at  DarcyafaBwdly.  "WasheoW^ 
»  «  certain  chamber  cIosp  fn  fk  ^""ft*  placed 
m-^^j  jf  ^^^*°*°^'  <^«*e  to  the  chapeL  in  the 
fM  of  the  Abbey?"  he  inquir^  ^" 

««H  w,  m  a  strong  room  of  the  house  itself." 
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"Ahi  I  tappon  Sir  Evelyn  Lee  would  hvn 
thougfat  it  a  deiecntion,  m  it  had  oooe  been  occu- 
pied by  more  dirtinguiahed  goerte,  and  thoee  of 
quite  other  wayi  of  thinking." 

Dkkj  remembered  a  certain  rtory  told  by  mine 
hort  of  the  White  Hor«e. 

"Colonel  Ingoldaby  expects  to  arrive  to-morrow, 
with  his  prieoner.** 

*•  He  will  come  opportunely;  I  have  a  review  in 
Hyde  Parle  of  the  Militia,  and  tnun-bvidi  of  the 
City;  General  Lambert  ii  not  a  fitvourite  of  theae 
gentlemen.**  i 

As  Monk  was  speaking,  some  clock  in  the  Palace 
struck  the  hour  of  midnight ;  immediately  after- 
wards, for  the  third  time  that  night,  there  was  a 
knock  at  the  door.  In  response  to  an  invitation, 
Morioe  again  ento^d. 

He  started  with  surprise  on  finding  that  the 
General  was  not  alone. 

"  Hiis  is  Captain  Darcy,  Morice;  he  can  be  sUent 
on  occasion ;  you  can  trust  him.** 

The  new-comer  bowed.  "It  is  your  affidr, 
General,**  he  said. 

"Yes,  I  will  be  responsible.**  Monk  then  turned 
to  his  aide-de-camp.  «I  am  about  to  take  a  step 
which  is  none  of  my  seeking,  upon  which  I  am 
driven  by  thoee  who  have  not  served  me  well ;  as 
you  have  arrived  you  shall  accompany  me.**  Then 
to  Morice  he  added,  « ITjis  gentleman  has  come  with 
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tht  imw$  of  the  captoK  of  GeMnl  LMubirft ;  he 
will  UdeUvvred  bsck  again  in  mh  ciutod;  itba 
Towtr  to-morrow.** 

Morioe'i  eyt»   brightened  condderaUy:       Omi 

L  the  bert  new.  we  have  had  for  one  Ooiib 
OeneraL"*  ^^ 

Monk   nodded.    "Lead   on,   dr,  and    we    wiU 
follow." 

Without  a  word  Morioe  paawd  through  the  «toor, 
which  had  been  left  open;  Monk  followed;  Dany 
nringing  up  the  rear,  greatly  wondering  upon  what 
extraordinary  errand  they  were  going,  at  such  an 
hour ;  his  knowledge  of  Geneial  Monk's  character, 
and  the  great  caution  he  ever  manifested  made  him' 
the  more  surprised. 

The  Palace  seemed  to  be  aU  abed.  A  lantern 
hung  on  a  bracket  near  to  the  General's  door; 
Morioe  took  this  down  and  advanced  with  it  in  his' 
hand ;  every  other  light  in  Whitehall  had  been  put 
out  *^ 

TTiey  threaded  two  or  three  passages  in  silence 
and  darkne«,  except  for  the  flickering  yellow  rays  of 
the  lamp  which  Morice  hare  aloft. 

Darcy  had  been  riding  fest;  a  gnat  weariness 
was  upon  him  when  he  mounted  the  stairway  to 
the  General's  room ;  now  his  weariness  had  gone, 
a  curious  alertness  had  taken  its  pboe;  he  seemed 
to  be  girt  about  by  mysteiy,  by  the  shadows  of  the 
past    Along  these  passages  doubtiess  Charles  the 
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Mwtjr  bad  olUn  wdktd;  he  had  goM  tinm^ 
tim  to  that  tm  memorabk  Mtne  btfora  tha 
windows  of  tlie  Fklaoe.  Dany  wmbmI  to  fbil  tiia 
toodi  of  onwen  handi;  did  1m  diwiiir  was  be 
awake  or  aeleep  f  Monk  of  all  men  bad  appealed 
leaat  likely  to  be  one  of  that  myiterioua  midnight 


Morioe  ttoi^  ^  the  centre  of  a  tapeetried-wall, 
touched  lomething,  diwloeed  a  door,  then  held  up 
the  lamp. 

«Oo  on,  William,  ire  will  follow,**  Monk  dixeeted. 

They  entered  a  paoage  whidi  imelt  murty  and 
damp;  ftom  Mme  window  high  up,  eWdently  an- 
^aaed,  a  breath  of  oold  nif^t  air  penetiated, 
making  the  li^t  in  the  lantern  flicker  and  moke. 
Darcy  touched  the  wall  and  found  it  damp;  he 
felt  lure  it  was  part  of  the  external  Ikbric  of  the 

Once  more  there  wae  a  panie,  wbSk  all  thne 
waited  in  their  respectiTe  positions;  again  a  door 
.opened  with  a  lock  which  clicked,  probably  goreined 
by  a  firing,  such  as  the  old  locksmiths  well  under- 
stood how  to  make,  for  purposes  of  concealment. 

Ih^  entered  a  small  chamber,  deariy  the  ante- 
ioom  of  a  more  impOTtant  i^>artment,  it  was  devoid 
af  famiture,  and  the  same  was  true  of  the  room  to 
which  it  led  ;  a  table  and  two  chairs  had  been  {daoed 
near  to  the  fire-place  in  the  imier  apartment,  evidently 
brought  from  somewhere  else ;  a  fire  of  logs,  hlaiiBg 
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lv%bU7  la  tb«  hMoth,  thnw  it!  fficlMriiig  mp  om 
««lk,  cdUag,  and  ioor.  A  uwa  IimI  bMn  dMag 
down,  apiMHniitly  awiiting  Ml  arrival ;  hanoimtood 
up»  looking  with  iodm  curiodtj  b  tha  dincdoo  ot 
tha  dow. 

Marina  •tq>pad  on  ona  lide  to  allow  Monk  to  «Bi« 
iiat;  tha  tall  man  who  had  ban  waiting  uttaml  a 
ay,  an  exclamation  which  ezpnaied  minglad  impriia 
and  gratification. 

It  waa  Sir  John  Oranvilla. 

Honk  and  he  eyed  one  another  aatM  tha  intar* 
TMiing  apace  which  separated  them;  Morica  and 
Darcy  stood  with  their  backs  against  tha  door, 
bdding  their  bieath,  oonsdotu  that  they  wen  aariat- 
ing  at  an  interview  which  was  to  have,  in  all 
probability,  a  momentous  effect  The  hour,  tha 
■acrecy  observed  in  their  coming,  the  fact  that  Monk 
rapiaaanted  the  one  dominant  note  of  power,  tha 
oonoantraticn  of  authority,  all  pointed  to  tha 
significance  of  the  act  in  which  they  were  engi^ad. 

The  General  had  this  advantage  ovw  G^HviQa^ 
in  that  the  former  knew  to  whom  he  was  riwiln|n, 
^lereaa  the  latter  had  only  been  bnx^  thm  by 
the  one  lure  which  was  oertun  to  cibct  its  potpoaa, 
namely  that  his  emmd  would  be  of  service  ta  the 
«dle;  he  had  cwtainly  not  expect  a  visit  from 
General  Monk  himself,  who  had  hi^erto  dndad  aB 
his  efforts  to  arrange  a  meeting  and  rlMr^iiwt«L 

There  was  one  other  thing  whidi,  whether  tiMy 
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tajU*  tt^  -*  -  th.  n,^  brf^TrfT 
•••■••  L  iHd  ditd  btn,  chMta  M  nMd  It  fcr 

^■-«  of  tU  iwrt  rt.ln«,  ttrf  p^iT-I. 
»W»»  F*.  to  .hnhrfrt,  th.  iMt^SITrfT 
Cknrch  to  CUdM  tt  "-"«"•«•  rf  «fc. 

th*  Mtomtion  of  th*  StUMt*  ^^     ' 

P«y  with  hi.  Iwn-wltted  mti^onirt. 
"J  "irfmtmd,  Coudn.  thrt  too  <rfd,  to  «», 

^1  '»'*  ""W  th.  opportuniW- 

You  h.«  it  now.  Sir  John,  «d  «u,  .p«k  ^U^ 
"!  ""^  At  th.  irord  GrenWB.  lifUid  hi,  i„^ 
«d^««d  hl.dM»ld«.,,ha.  hi.  Irt  Undent 
to  th.  handle  of  hi.  nrorf.  -«i  went 

"J^^"  r^^J  "  W*  «.  ..«  of  your  ««««. 

brtvert  of  u.  ha.  lo  ah.'kit  .  .  ^^      '^  ^ 

Onmrill.    I.       ^  .  •  ""^  ""tion." 

Gr«,»llle  Aniggrf  hj.  d,„jj^.  „,t 

«"»«'  too  &,.  GenenJ,-  he  raggerted. 
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-AndtlMt 
jl^^~«U  of  th.  righuu   M^ty.rf  tt«. 

|r.  r.""*     ''»'  y»«  Ptopo-  i.  nothing  iM 
^.^JiJ:!!  rj^,  •»»"  *o  -W-t »  »«h  to 

;::Lin''jr.'^'"^""-'^j"«-- 

toU"'""'*^' ""'•'^»y«*'«••«»» 
to««.^p.bout«ath.,j,op«^y.    Y„.p^ 

0--J.  of  toyj^ ,  I  know  of  onl,  on.  UmlJ^ 

that  I.  to  my  B„g_.  h,  «i„,^  „  ifl :  J^ 

VJ.       .''7,'»*  "-^  plot  .g^  vZ  id 

Mook  m.*  .  g^b™  of  wthority,  which  no  .„, 
•»oW  ««me  better  th«  he:  hi.  ft«  h«l  ch.n«d , 

hard ;  the  Utter  graaped  it  ,ith  mud.  «,pri«, 
Wl«.t  you  «y,  Cou«„,  I  know  to  be  true ,  I  did 
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bat  tiy  TWii  I *■  iA«rt  Id i«|  ,«, «i «, ^_ 
Ik  li  OM  wWflk  win  itqoiri  MunifB  and  cMilioB." 

"iMnpniMitdtoiiNboth.* 

<*IlMlimH,orIiboiiUiiotlMlMiii  Yoo  wOl 
f»  to  BnMMK«id  mA  QuaUm  fltowt  out  ia  hit 
Hfiqf ;  taU  him  jTOQ  ooiM  fttNB  OM." 

"IW  will  bt  tbt  bm  iMwt  IM  Imm  htMd  te  Mv 
«  kof  day  *  ' 

Monk  wwt  OB  without  }m^  tho  iatwraptioa. 
•Hhoqgh  kk  IdadUng  t^  dMnr«d  it  )md  not  bM 
withoat  dhoi  **  Yon  will  Mggwt  to  Hli  IfiMy 
two  thii^  (  tht  fint,  that  hi  iboukl  maof  at  onet 

into  FortqgMM  Tmltory ;  I  MggMt  BNdat  I  havo 
NMOB  to  know  that  if  tht  probability  ot  a  natem- 
tfcrn  win  to  gtt  about,  tha  GomiiBMBta  of  Spain 
«Mi  Aaaca  would  mIm  tha  panoo  of  Charica  Ma 
hoitaga  to  obtain  tarau  for  thaniMlvia." 

**!  will  mantion  that,  GaneraL" 

Mr  John  OnoTiUa  now  ondarstood  ona  of  tha 
MOtiiraB  ondtrljring  this  viiit  of  M oolt  at  tha  daad 
o'  night;  patriotiMnI  liooli  lovad  hi«  oountiy,  a 
pbt  againat  it  touehad  Urn  in  his  mott  iOMaptibla 
qoartar;  fofdgn  politioi,  quite  at  much  ai  tha  naadi 

of  Eni^and  itiaU;  had  to  do  with  tha  QananJ'h  mddn 
changa  of  front 

Itea  waa  a  pauaa.  After  a  whik  Gianvilla  laid : 
**  You  have  not  yet  toM  me  the  second  oonununication 
I  have  to  malce  to  His  Blajesty.* 

**  You  will  inibrm  him  that  I  am  about  to  issue  an 
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fih»  of  Ik,  bBrfArf  M«i«.  or  fti3^ 

iMBidtaliljr,  •  gmmti  flMtloii.** 

"Of  that  I  Ma  inn  awM^*  Monk -11111, 
FipMt  thi  way  fcr  tut  rHwB  I  wkh  tt  iiMiilrf 

•Hklii^«rty  would  U  gakW  by  «j^ 

««  took  tht  popor  flwrn  hi,  ^Oit,  whfch  ht  hi 
pwp«w  with  to  much  mn  otrikr  b  tht  nkht  t  ht 
J^nW  It  to  GiiovflJo.  «"nVM»at 

-  Btid  that  doad.*  ht  dhictrf. 
«r  John  did  M  with  loiM  aonriHk 
"Nowdoitaydn." 

OiwWlk  wpaated  the  t«t  of  the  manqwlpt 
Honk  ttntchad  out  hit  hand:  "Gito  it  to  Mt 
awk,*httBkL 
SirJohndidta 

"KowwdUit* 

Qt«tint  reproduced  it.  pracUcaUj  won!  fcr  wort 
rou  have  a  good  memory,  Coutin  ?"* 

•EieeUent,  for  thingi  which  intereat  mt ! « 

-Tk^itwell-    Monk  rtiode  to  tht  fe,.pW 

^  thej?H«  he  had  .ocarefbUy  ^^ 

btasiig  bg,  prwed  it  in  with  the  toe  of  hit  boot. 
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then  watched  and  waited  silently,  until  every  scrap 
of  the  paper  was  consumed  by  the  .lames. 

Then  he  turned  back  to  G'^nville,  and  held  out 
his  hand  before  departing.  "You  have  not  asked 
anything  for  yourself,"  Grenville  suggested. 

"I  am  acting  for  my  country,"  Monk  answered 
with  dignity. 

The  feeling  of  the  three  au^'tors  expressed  itself 
by  a  sound  they  could  not  altogether  suppress ;  Monk 
had  always  seemed  to  them  great,  but  the  true 
measure  of  that  outstanding  quality  of  his  had  never 
been  so  apparent,  even  to  the  men  who  knew  him 
best,  as  it  did  that  midnight  hour  in  the  royal 
bedroom  of  Whitehall. 

Not  another  word  was  said,  not  even  a  good-night, 
or  a  God-speed  to  Grenville,  about  to  go  on  his 
dangerous  errand.     It  seemed  as  if  nothing  more 
could  be  said,  after  that  one  remark,  and  his  answer. 
AU  the  world  knows  what  foUowed  on  that  mid- 
night visit;  how  Sir  John  GrenviUe  sped  on  his 
errand,  warned  Charles  of  his  danger,  just  in  time 
to  ensure  his  flitting;  the  Declaration  of  Breda  in 
those  wise  terms  which  Monk  had  advised  during 
his    meeting    with    Grenville;    the    determination 
with  which  Monk  compelled  the  Republican  Council 
of  Stete  to  bend  to  his  wiU ;  the  great  moment  on 
the  morrow  when  twenty  thousand  men  were  reviewed 
m  Hyde  Park,  in  the  very  height  <Jf  which  Lambert 
was  led  past,  his  scabbard  without  a  sword,  a  prisoner 
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on  his  way  back  to  the  Tower;  Cardinal  Maaarin 
eventuaUy  dying  of  chagrin  to  think  that  this  soldier 
of  England,  no  statesman,  just  with  his  plain  homely 
wit  had  frustrated  the  great  scheme  of  the  most 
iw^tutc  brain  in  the  world. 


CHAPTER  XI 
IHF  ECTmm  or  ihi  umo 

The  month  of  M«y  w«  drawing  to  a  cIo« 

Above  the  white  ..H«.  „f  r. 
va.t  ™.J    ,'""''/"'^  of  Dover  was  aMembled  a 
^cn."d  of  people,  the  town  had  overflowed  it. 

S^SnoIZ^"'^:'™-*"*""""'" 
d«ti™,  f  T^  ^  "^"""^  *o  aiTord  accommo- 
dabon  for  a  human  hdng,  had  been  utihW;  in 
•difon  tent,  were  e«oted  Jong  the  for^    „ 

M«,j,  thou«Md,  of  eyeo   looked  out  over  the 

Cf^!*  t      ,r  "^"^  ^'~''»  '«''  to  hi, 
own  agam,  afW  aU  thoee  year,  of  wanderine    Loval 
Wt.  throbbed  in  uni«,„ ,  never  h«i  i^'  ^^ 
been  „  united,  the  enthusiaam  «,  g,«.t,  un"^ 
hope.  «,  deeply  rtin«i.    Here  «,d  tS^  LoT^ 
™rt  concord  of  ,pectato«  were  a  few  with  sSll 
^  of  C^mweU.  old  army,  «.«,ned  vetl^f 
0>p^y  Bndge  and  W„r»,ter,  P^tan,  to  whom 
the  day,  the  oocadon,  and  the  joyou.  crowd,  we^ 
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•urtout.  leather  b««l^!    '?.    ?  ""*~''"^ 

mother,  Sir  E.eh^U^'"^^  "^  ''~«'«' 
to  Dover  in  ^tJZ„       ^   ^"""'  =  ^  ^  "me 

"Wer.    Monk  w  "uo"'"''"'^  "'''  ""  "" 
•"d  hdd,  by  «nn!^„!      '  'o  surrender  the  office  he 

into  the  iTd  to    "■'  '^™'"  •"  «'•'«. 

-nk  «d  po»ition^rw«  r^  ^""^  ""■  '  "*" 
Alben,„,e„dM„,J^^^  ^  be  n,^«  D«ko  of 

^  would  not  require  a„  ^° 'f       '  '"  ""'  <»P«"ty 
h-ve  revived.  wTe  cW^^P-    »««y  could 

butheh^J^J"   "^^  '  ""  P«7i  upon  hin,, 

"■•th  the  Court,  or'ir^'t*?  *"'','"'  "^^"o" 
«rvice  for  civil  •  hi.  •"  «<*ange  military 

M.  mother  wlcj'rit'"  "-^  ""^""^ 

atUined,  would,  he  felt  .'u^Cre  t^'  "  "  •*» 
for  any  failure  of  an.biti„„    TT  "mpenrote 

«fi«J  at  thi,  j^.Tu^l"'"  "■"*  '"'Kbt  attend  hi. 

"  Vour    friends  have    Minerf   fl..  j 
»««7."  Holden  Mid.  '^  '''7>  Captain 
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"  I  mh  a  prophet  of  truth,  althouith  vou  ™„  „„.     ' 
hve  to  «e  it,-  W  with  .  di^ht  touT.^T      '     ' 

H«d.y  h«,  thi,  i^j^j  termfaated  lITt 

.t'."^t'ii:,^5.:ro:rrr'^^ 

«^1^^ItfT*,r^   With.fcvo*Se 
down  upoTlC.      ^  '^  ""J^"  «»»«»  •»» 

An  hour  pawed,  then  another  vet  »h.  ■•„.      . 
«  -ta-ned  .„d  b«athle.      "Z^'^^:" 
""nute^    The  ships  were  decked  frTm*. 

:^:^^^r«So^^4'^---^ 

re  i«  navy  and  from  navy  back  to  shore. 


TOE  «CTI;hn  OP  THE  KING       ,„ 

A  boat  diot  out,  Ml-l  ^,u  ^ 

look  not  whoUv  fi«  2  °   "T*  "™™>«.  yet  wili; 

«»  ««  whid,  h«l  nev«.  SL  ^^^  ''°~' 

"iH.  lum  e,„,ed  f„  hia.1- ttT^  «  «««t,  the  «„, 
-«tiou  by  hi,  m„we„^^7r '"''  "^ 
^"^  by  hi»  wi«)„„  T^  "^  "•""'"te  fiuth. 
-''oh«iLo™et^elr'  ""^-^tionMhe  ■»« 

■•'■  other  .0^  ^eTtrf ': ""  '*•'*' 

master.  ^^'^  «»de  to  meet  hi. 
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M«n  woufWed  what  he  would  do;  how  the  King. 
n»ker  would  greet  hie  King;  eveiy  one  raoogniud 
that  without  him  the  return  of  Charles  would  have 
been  delayed,  even  if  it  had  ever  happened. 
How  would  Monk  receive  the  King? 
How  would  the  King  receive  the  General  ? 
Theee  were  the  questions  which  shone  out  of  every 
eye  hi  that  assemblage,  as  the  two  approached  one 
another. 

Behind  Monic  rode  all  the  great  men  of  the  Realm, 
historic  titles,  and  historic  names,  Dukes,  Earls,  great 
Commoners ;  men  who  had  stood  on  one  side  during 
the  years  of  Cromwell's  power  and  who  had  come 
forth  now,  to  greet  the  one  person  to  whom  they 
recognized  that  they  owed  aUegiance.  Yet  not  on 
any  of  these,  great  as  they  were,  signal  as  was  the 
opportunity,' did  the  attention  of  the  crowd  rest  for 
one  moment  on  that  day. 

Monk  alone  absorbed  all  thought,  Monk  and  his 
King. 

Lucille  turned  and  looked  at  Darcy;  she  re- 
membered the  time  when  her  hand  had  rested  on  the 
General's  arm,  and  she  had  felt  something  of  his 
greatness,  now  demonstrated  beyond  the  cavil  of 
all. 

**  You  are  proud  of  him,"  she  whispered. 
"  Yes,"  he  answered,  "  very." 
As  he  spoke  he  felt  his  attention  suddenly  averted ; 
LuciUe  noticed  it,  and  her  eyes  followed  the  direction 
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^h.n,.  «  Jw.,^  U„  u«i«,n,«t  nuu.  fa  Uh. 

■Hie  Duke'.  ey«  «.„  fix«J  on  Rolwt  D«t  •  K, 
-»*«fed  no  bow  of  re^m^,  ^,  J^  ^ 

He  h«d  mather  forgiven  no,  foigotten. 
JUcUle  felt  he^ir  ,hi,„  .^  i„ 

Hgh^««e  pj.„onitl.„  c«„.  over  her  of  tapendi " 
t~»ble,  not  for  hemjf.  but  for  the  „„  fc,  CrtV 
wh^  w„  toher  .o^ething  diSWent  fj^^f:^ 

.,  '^  "i  ""  »»»  "rith  •  g«.t  diout     Monk 

Warto,  then  he  «nk  on  one  knee  mto  the  »urf  of 
tteAo^  and.  miring  the  h«d  of  hi.  BoyJ  CuT 
k«ed  .t «  the  m«t  obedient  of  hi.  .ubj.iL.  ' 

^«  w„  deeply  n.oved;  what  he  e,pec.«l  „„ 

Monk  had  conquered  hi.  nia.ter,  a.  before  he  h^ 
conquered  the  whole  of  England.  ■*""* '"'"d 

i„  tr"'"  1°^"^  °"  '*  *'  '""'•  ""  °«i«d  h«=k 
>n  .n«g,nati.n  to  a  ve,y  different  one,  she  „w  the 
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••»•  yoaag  man,  now  receiving  tht  homa^  of  hie 
wbjecU, «  fugitive,  tpptaling  to  hw,  •  ««t  child, 
fer  help  in  Ui  d»brt  to  ewape  hi.  entmiee.    ITia 

r^wd  chapel  at  the  Abbey  roee  up  btfow  her ;  tht 
hidden  door  into  the  lecret  chamber;  her  fathar^i 
wpedition  in  the  night-time;  the  seait^  of  the 
ho«"  by  the  Puritan  troop.;  aU  thoee  myrteriou. 
Iwppenings,  thoee  fears,  which  had  indelibly  impieMed 
towoMlvee  on  her  iromatura  experience. 

TWe  wae  the  iieue  of  that  tu^tT  time;  thii 
the  outcome ;  thoee  cheering  voice*  of  thoumuU  of 
toj^  iubject..  the  gathering  of  the  noWee.  the 
•tately  fleet,  lying  in  the  water-way;  all  England 
^ting  breathWly  for  the  coming  of  the  King  to 
hie  own* 

Lucille  looked  into  her  fother'e  face,  she  saw  joy 
•nd  Mitirfaction  written  there,  a  certain  vicariou. 
pride;  he  had  played  his  smaU  part  when  caUed 
^.  and  was  thankfiil  now  the  opportunity  had 
been  afforded  him,  he  showed  it  in  the  kindling  of 
W«  «ye,  in  the  angle  of  his  chin;  he  would  ask  for 
nothing  in  return;  now  that  the  whole  power  and 
pataonage  of  U,e  Realm  rested  in  this  young  man's 
hand.  Sir  Evelyn  wanted  nothing  fix)m  Wm ;  there  ' 

would  be  no  reminder  on  his  part  of  danger  run  in 
the  past,  of  service  rendered.  To  have  done  it  wa. 
his  reward. 

As  the  girl  thought  these  things  her  hand  went 
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BOOK  III 


CHAPTER  I 

AT  OABCY  COVIT 

IM,  the  smaUer  drawing-room  of  a  flne  hoim  «t 
Kngrton.  Udy  D,rcy  »t  at  her  embroidery  frame; 
■ht  worked  at  it  veiy  intermittently,  it  wa.  an  exoue 
father  than  an  actual  occupation  ;  her  thought,  were 
WMy,  when  her  6ngen  were  idle. 

It  wa.  an  afternoon  in  early  September.  Three 
jewi  had  pa«ed  since  the  coming  of  Charle.  to 
Dover;  since  that  triumphal  march  of  hi.  to  his 
capital ;  amid  the  pUudits  of  a  nation. 

The  disiUusionment  had  begun.  The  Royal  student 
had  learnt  just  enough  of  SUtecmft  to  guaitl  hi. 
own  inter^ts,  to  prevent.the  catastrophe  which  over- 
took  hi.  IcM  pliant  brother,  afterward.;  but  the 
Ittson.  of  those  years  of  wandering  and  exile,  which 
the  wi«»t  and  best  of  hi.  subject,  had  hoped  to  find 
exprewed  in  the  character  of  Charle.,  were  far  to 
■eek^  The  one  thing  which  remained,  overmastering 
eveiythuig  else,  wa.  the  enjoyment  of  ea«,  of  con^ 
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fcrt,  of  luitiry,  »(Ur  lb.  Un  jtan,  U»  day.  of 
P«»ii7.  whkh  W  goo.  bdbn.     -n,.  „^  iH« 
hjf«.  the  •nrfnitlonj  of  .  gr«it  nation,  .  nation 
whW,  at  any  rate  had  l«cn  r«ipect«I  .nd  fcanrf  |„ 
tba  dajn  of  th«  Commonwealth.  th««  m«ant  nothing 
to  th«  present  Royal  pli^wrt-lover,  whoi«  mh  aim 
waa  to  hold  i«cure  that  which  he  had  «>  hanlly  won 
The  strong  hand  of  Oliver  Cromwell  was  gone,  thi) 
•tr«U  of  Londor,,  dirty  and  lIMlghted,  wc«  given  up 
to  the  rule  of  footpad.,  and  rufflm  of  a  higher  rank. 

•fter  dark ;  highwaymen  Infested  the  main  roadi ; 

pl««  were  bcught  and  «,ld  in  the  open  market; 

•ven  the  judges  were  obsequious  to  the  Royal  will ; 

•tiU  worse,  were  open  to  the  influence  of  a  weU-fiUed 

purse  In  the  administration  of  the  laws  of  the  land  • 

the  poor  6nd  the  weak  suffered,  the  rich  and  the* 

powerful  went  scot  free. 

There  were  honourable  exceptions,  who  only  served 
to  prove  the  rule. 

Lady  Darcy  had  been  thinking  a  little  of  this  con- 
dition  of  affairs  that  aftemoon-as  well  as  of  other 
things. 

Robert,  attended  by  Longstaffe.no  longer  Corporal 
but  simple  WiU.  as  he  too  had  left  the  ServicThad 
gone  to  the  city.  Lady  Darcy  had  missed  him  during 
his  absence;  she  was  longing  for  his  return;  brawb 
and  duel,  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  although 
her  son  was  well  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  the 
mother's  heart  bad  ever  a  certain  anxiety  lurking  in 
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•»!»<«  to«leb«te  ^tZ^  ?^'  "''«•'  they 

P«litfon  i  Ae  ^  i™^'"«  "P  ^"^  »i"d  for  the  .,. 
««.  with  ^  ivl 111    '^'  '"»"'• ''«  <»">tifiU 

'"dieted  the  oohaCS  h^jt-'.'r"'*'' 
'd'  tut  the  d.™  of  h«  ,? '"^*'  *«  •»««■  her- 

morning,  not  for  the  first  til     r  ^  r>   ^*  ""^ 
to  «e  Robert  settled  Ufo«h  ^^^^ '<»•««» 

«p«.tioa.rtved.  She  w,;S:t'r  "*  "^^  " 

w«e  .boat  to  n..lce  „pC^tL  V"'™''' '"^ 
her  son's  part-  he  hJf         T-.         '"**P"T»«<>n 

>e«t  twice^'ttte^^r"  **""*»  ^»""«  I«  •» 

^•t,  when  he  W  Jl       "7^'"  "'"~  "^  ""t 

the  Abbey  .Jth^r*  """^^'^  *"  ^  tended  .t 

«ch»U'int"t;%?r,^  «<»-•-,  been 

"d  hi„sel4  the  fonn^'^li^t  d^r"  ''"  """^ 
"d  intention  whieh  1  ^  "  *°  the  hope 

Her  .nxietiL  JT  onT  T^  "'  "''<"«  «& 
B-bert  see^L,"^;,^;;^- *,  even  to  her. 

tho-ghtfol.  almost  ^ifhe  tool  ,V     ^  «"™>        ' 
y.     g«v,ty  more  Stbng  middle  or  old  .ge 


AT  DAHCY  COURT  jg^ 

*h«n  comparative  youth :  wu  \t  Ht-i 

&ncjr  would  be  stimlt^T      I    ^  *  ^**""«  «*''^'« 
nno    k        ,       ""mulated,  her  affect  on  arouaed  fnr 
one  whom  she  might  «^  a.  old  enough  ^^n! 
if  not  m  years,  to  be  her  father  ?  *^' 

dou'^.'^"^'  '""^'"^  --"^-«  of  other  girU, 

ho^t'SaffZJ'""^'  ^"'  *^'*>«i  Lady  Dane's 
nopes  and  affections,  almost  altogether  •  hJ.u 
was  married  .  K«  i.       '"•^"K^^ner,  her  elder  son 

niamed ,  he  was  of  a  totally  differenf  fo.« 

s>  ™re  coursing,  farming  his  own  anv.     ei. 
l»d  never  found  in  him  n,.,  .   ^    *°« 

"".^h  Ae  had  «ce  ved  "  ,  t        ^"'  '^'»% 

'>^on,sin.he'„/Jtrr„:^t:.t'^- 

wH]^'H^h:"::;r«rt^f-^o.. 

on  fK«  e^-  *^       "o™  *  '^ouse  he  admired 

on  the  Seine  near  Pari..     T  « j    ta  "umirea 

The  splash  of  oare  sounAd  on  tl.<.  .  a    /> 
li»teni„g,  of  tel   .r,  ''**^  "P  f  an  attitude  of 
wherries  as  welfrijl^'   """^   ""^   ««« 

the  river  opi:X'^Tt:r"'"" 

caned,  but  something  to"d  h^i^rth  "*  '" 

catpH  fK« »  ,  "^*  tnese  oars  indi- 

cated the  approach  of  Robert's  har«.     v  , 

^^e,  then  stopped.     iWn.  ^^*"'- "^^J 

ppea.     i^ady  Darcy  settled  hereelf 
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bwk ;  Robert  would  be  within  in  a  moment ;  a 
Wnt  flush  sufibsed  her  cheeks,  indicating  the  anxiety 
•he  had  had  before,  the  satisfaction  she  felt  now- 
only  an  invalid  knows  to  the  fuU  what  the  stress  of 
waitmg  may  mean ;  ill  health  stimulates  the  imagin- 
a«on,  especially  on  its  darker  side ;  thoughts  teke 
colour  ih>m  the  physical  conditions  of  those  who  give 
them  harbourage. 

Robert  Darcy  turned  the  catch  of  the  window,  and 
entered ;  he  had  a  small  parcel  in  his  left  hand. 

Faultlessly,  but  quietiy  dressed,  he  looked  what  he 
was,  a  gentleman  par  excellence.    Of  late  he  had 
sunk  something  of  the  soldier  in  his  mien  and  deport- 
ment  and  taken  on  the  suggestion  of  the  scholar, 
almost    the    recluse.      His     friendship    with    the 
neighbouring  rector,  a  Fellow  of  Queens'  CoUege 
Cambridge,  had  stimulated  his  interests  in  thosi 
classical  studies  which  he  had  enjoyed  as  a  boy,  but 
necessarily    left    neglected    during    his    years    of 
campaigning,  but  this  was  not  the    principal  or 
pnmary  stimulus,  LuciUe's  tastes  in  the  way  of  reading 
and  culture  had  much  more  to  do  with  it;  she  was 
brought  up  to  read  and  admire  the  poetiy  and  prose 
of  two  or  three  languages ;  Robert  found  her  very 
different  from  the  ladies  who  formed  the  society  round 
Richmond  and  Kingston,  they  cared  less  and  less  for 
books,  and  followed  the  affectation  of  the  Court,  which 
ran  more  and  more  to  routs,  dances,  and  river  parties. 
Robert  crossed  the  room  and  kissed  his  mother. 
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"I  am  w  glad  you  have  wturned.- 
«e  did  not  answer  as  sneedilv  .. 

oirturbance,  or  rather  th.  r.JU^-        .  ""* 

whieh  l»d  rfected  hL  ^""'  "'  ■""•*'"8 

JLT»  .r:,^"'""  -">«■  "e  "..-led  hi. 

Perhaps  I  have  studied  you  ino«.  -2 
"TeUniewhatitiVsheX        '   ^'^"^-^"<J- 

"  I  should  like  to  have  been  in  . 
refrained."  "  '"  *  ^"»n«I.  and  I 

"lam  glad,%he replied,  "it  is  often  th«  k-  i. 
-;f«eo.ehet„„..ohoMUe.Jtl-„';!S: 

out  over  th  •  river     H.       m  "'"'°'''  '""''"g 
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of  hii  dape,  finely  „oul<W,  »t  off  by  the  c«(U 

».tch  him  in  th.  .trength  «rf  gr«e  of  hi.  flg™^ 

iJX:.        ""  •"''  "^  "'  '■'"'  "ol^rt  «.  think- 
lngtt.tv.,7  moment    He  tamed  »„nd.  ««I  «dd : 
a.  Greee  of  Buckingham  .p,ad,ed  me  with  mud. 

of  L«mberf.  coflie-houK,  in  the  Stmnd  » 
^^^^y  have   been  .n  «ddent.-  hi.  mother 

;  "  »« intentional ,  he  paned  me  with  a  Ungh. 
but  nding  quickly  wa.  gone  before  I  could  folllot  ■ 
I  WM  on  foot,  of  cou«e,  my  ho«e  at  the  mew, ,  if  it' 
hud  not  been  that  to  do  so  would  have  deUyed  our 
journey  on  the  morrow,  I  wouU  have  «ught  him  out 
and  demanded  mtisfaction." 

Very  .tem  Robert  looked  as  he  uid  the«  worf, 

A  wntraction,  almort  a  diudder  i»«ed  over  Lady 
a««y »  face  «.d  neck :  « 1  am  glad  we  «e  going,- 
Ae  «.d,  "I  would  not  haveyou quarrel  with  Um  of 
1:^.^;:^*^  "««'-.  »^ -*.-*«.  him 

''I«n  notafiaid,"  Robert  ««wered,  "however 
to  h^l^""''^'^  """*'"  ■"  "^^  ">««»*  '^ 

fto^t  °^  '*"^  ""  '""'•'"*•  ^  *°  "^ 
"  What  i.  in  that  pared,"  Ae  asked ;«  a  book  ?  " 
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of  ^t>'"'  •  "'"'  '^  ""«  helt,,  ..i™ 
"It  may  be,"  he  answered. 

coupled  with  »»«:*  et^^y  P-^t;o-. 

hour.;  would  Robert  .^  T^S^  ^  ""^ 
-hich  he  w„  .bout  t„  ^  »  '^f  1»«t  upon  ^ 

She  u„de„tood  the  depthToTfisIL?       rr ""  ' 

»d«b»ofhi,ten<^t^,  .•fl.e»:lded'?;r^ 
«une  what  were  rv.r»,ol    xl      """^^^a*  "  he  over- 

»o  one   could  Le  ^ft    h       '^  *""  ''*  «™It  i 

-p««ed  with  t^  ^ '\r  T^?""*  "^ 

^j^^^^^^^  «mene«,  the  nobility,  of  his 
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leMt  d,  ,«|^        "«y  15W7  would  be  ,w,y  .» 


CHAPTER  II 

THK  WOOD 

«»  dickey  .t  the  back  or  »i   .'^^°°'"""  tood  on 
U» coachman.  JoCcbL        u**""*  ''?"»•«•  of 

Moonlight  „  .  .^;5  ^^;  ™y.  ri*-*  with 

«^  to  the  ZkZ^  t  '"tr^ 

ITie  loadii  were  fi„vi        "f"^®'  **«  ^^  minded. 

j-''ou«;t;n.nch::jrs^ttt'"2r 

Coleman  knew  the  wav  woll .  k    l   , 

j-t  hdf..^<«^  tiirL^'  L  j^"" "  •' 

""*;  «n  the  men  were  «™2  1^  "^  *»" 

!»™«.  «unc,erh„».~:^  i::^n"^ 
■n  front  of  hi,  driving-seat  P«>J«*ion, 

''°""^' "  """^'X'.  but  wa,  i^erted  hy 
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di^«g«rf  •oMim  uMbfe,  or  uBwiUing  to  grt  « 

^o  1"' '  ufr  •^""""•"'  "^  "^'>r.v«. 

««»  of  th.  nobility,  thought  it  «.  d.K«d.,ion  t, 

ftAlon  i  »ho  «drB«ed  th.  i«,«Iiti„  of  »dj  Ufc 

MB  •t»rving.    -nie  King',  word,  md   th«   l.«Ad 
«rtb«.ty  «u„t«i  for  hot  littk,  .v»  London  it^rf^ 
«- glv«.  up  to  U,I«„«.  .ft,,  .i^t^    ,„ 
«»««t,y  .  n»n  who  could  not  def««l  hi.  own  w« 

toSL'^K*^™  -otWng  of  hi.  own  to  defend. 
nJuTT.  "^  ""d  P»t  ""y  much  of  hi.  «r  of 

hu  fme  between  .  rfgiUnt  intent  in  the  «»d  th» 
t~ve«<I.  the  incident.  »d  ««nc  connect«J  with  H^ 

«U-b«ng.    ItMbeen«r,„gedth.tthejounKT 

^  ^Tt"""  "^  "^^  "  th.t  no S 
fetigue  diouM  be  aa«d  to  L«ly  D„ey,  who  w« 
mc.p.Me  of  p„Io„ged  exertion  in  t»Sg 

H^rJ  ""^  ^"^  '*°"^  •*""  than  d«  had 
done  for  „me  time,  d»,  too.  wa.  rtimulated  h, 

t?  "Jf  "*. '"P«i.lly  "  the  afternoon.  wL  on! 
fcrfa^r  they  Aould  be  overtaken  by  daricne*.  befo^' 
««hu>g  the  prevjoudy  arranged  dotination. 
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Tilt  dny.  were  open  ^  J       y^  ^. 

•«*  their  joke,  .iii,ult«K!ou.ly ;  hm  md  ih«.,L. 

MHoer  of  .Ute  on  h..  w,y  u.  We.tain.t.ri  ouriei.' 
«rt«.  Ml  of  people  u  weU  u  Boodi^.  i™,™.!^^^ 
one  town  to  .n„.k  *°°^  J^inwying  ftom 

e  w»n  to  Mother;  groom.  eietci.ing  hon«, 
««  they  «„™,«,o«,  .  hunUniM  with  hS  JTL 
hoo^  «d  whip..  „„  the  w.y  to  .  a,eet ,  T^ 
thij«.^ed  to  lighten  the  Journey.  ^,„^ 

JtVo4>y.  p««d  without  .  hitch  in  the«T«,g.- 
»™t.  On  the  ««,nd  night  they  hy  ,t  the  Bo^ 
StiW. .  wdl..pp„i„ted  inn.  which  »uld  ««,™LS 
from  «v„ty  to  eighty  gue.t..  .t«~t1^ 
junchon  of  four  ro.d., .  weU-kn„wn  pUu,  of  «dl  Z 
^r.  to  the  north.  .«,  ^t.J::^t^ 

left  tlw.  n  ,  ».  ^'  ^"'»  »«t*t,  when  they 
teft  the  Royal  Stag.  Robert  rode  by  the  „V1.  It 
I-ng-taffe;  i„p.tie„„  and  cgemeJll    o\^ 

r  ul"th      would  depend,  a.  r.^  hi.Tpp  ! 
ness,  upon  the  outcome  of  the  visit     TKo  «  ^ 

.PP~«.«,  to  the  Abbey  the  „run«r;^;!: 


IM 
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-to  the  «oc«  of  hit  wit ,  !,•  WM  al-d  «f  »K. 

IVjr  lud  now  (track  off  tht  nwin  m^  i»,„ 

»ot»wdl  found:  tli.tai.k  l-.kr     .        "*•"" 
•^  l»pt,  but  tb.  oo«h.,b.d.  oft«  «„!,  d^ 

^J>»rj  ««gon<  crying  g»in  fton,  tb.  bJ^T 

•«»  iwny  IndlatloB.  of  what  b«l  b^L^ST!; 
«*•  «d  -b«,t,  which  tb.  brUtt^^Tr  ^  "^ 

••g«»'-U«yp..«d.  *«»  tb.  kd„ 

~T  ™'"  ™"  Gnngriiindi  bm,  th.y  took  thdr 
«*^rt«t«i  aft^  iU  brigbtn-TSTZ; 

~* ,  b.^t  out  of  tb.  window  L  „J^ 

to  g«  th.  b«t  p«,  po«ibI,  ort  of  tb.  bW^ 

Aft«  hdf^.h„„  tb.  „dn  .«„,  down  rt«du, 

tt. going  d.™lopri  difflculti-,  lb.yd«c«irSi 

bottom  of  .  rtvinc  and  fo™«l  ,  .i^TrfZbT 

l^«^y  it  w..  only  ™.U  „d  lin^  tiJ^l 

^moon  it  boil«,  .nd  .^  „  if  J.'^it^' 

com.  down  from  the  ndgbbouring  hill..    CoI«nJ 
1-d  «m.  difflculty  in  inducing  uf.  I«d«.  tol!:^ 
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hw  «««.  bring  hlrijTitn«.LD;i^  """^  •*»• 

h-t     iL  . .       "  ""*  "ot  «rt  into  the  oouli  ...i. 

!*•    -«ld«t^  uuimportwt  fa  |t^,  ^j-^  . 
<W«jr  t«m  .hih  th.  .«,ther  «        4.  .5?.  . 

Aft-«oth.,  w.  -iriw^^-rh:^^  >-• 

'^^"w   both  sides  of  thm  ««— k    j     . 

•eBW.h»,»i,i.tol  .tttn»ir  °  -^J"  ""^ 

up  to  the  wfadow  thmtortr*  ^^  "^ 
^^  "uwiening  the  occupwitf  tad 


i  * 


>••  THE  KINO'S  8I0NBT 

CoUmiao,  tJ»ml«„,d  by  Iht  UmJ  of/w«^ 
which  covtnd  hU  bwML  i«..M      1  \i  ***" 

"«^mo.t  ln«u.Jbljr  h«  pulW  up  th«  hoiMi,  th. 

^  •h.H.W  to  Mm,   «d  „  h.  S«Z 
-"ck  up  th.  pbtol.  which  th.  m«  .rZ  Z1 

»«y  th«.  g.v,  hhn  thT^f  1,  K,^L!?*~*' 
««'  l»«d  h«  a«d.  Ruth  P«„i„gton.  aJl  „„, 


i 
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ulMjr  for  hi.  mothw  ,h«rb«l  him  i  li.  »»  to  tk. 

In  th,  dim  afternoon  light,  with  th.  nOn  p.t,«fn, 

""         »l»  tad  .ll„Hl«|  upon  h.,  f„  .         , 
"-^/~».    For  .  „om«„  h.  Uu„,ghl  h«  S3 
«<•  Ml  nclMMtlon  of  mguirh  »■.  »™„.  (CT  iT" 

H-th  i^rd. .«,  u„d«z;  It  .^^^k":,'^'-- 

!•/  M"P  on  her  kp  Md  w/wri  th«,  wi^UmJT^ 
•Uming  l«ld«„.  too  p.^^  ^u,  ....^  ^ 
SrJ^^'  ■»  "'<hri  up  th.  two  i.  to 

*^,'^"J™«>-    0»«  «»»-..  only  rtZri^i^ 
^f  hW«.  .woUen  «d  dillguJby  th.  u« 

him  «P.  «d  Jung  him  on  to  .  l„^k.  ,^ 
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k- J         .     .  ^  "^^  ■•''  M  once  that  the  mim    i  u 
"'^  received  wan  f.^.i     l  ^*W»a  he 

the  coach,  ooener?  K,'-        ^.  *°  ***®  *>«>*  of 

it  ^t^  t^'  ™«*  »<»  tool  fa»n 

After  administeriiuf  the  roivl,-i  au 
W-  eye..  l.ughe<S4h  J"*4?  ■""  "'^^ 

"•over.    Wt.ffe^^t'r''"*^" 
"The  muter  la,  „„t  f„^!,^  . "*' '*~'  "!>• 

»ent  to  the  door  rf  ft-  '"""•    '^«'  ""e 

'^-ted:;h:r^.:^;;:^.^-eh.ej,;  her 
Of  the  coach.  °^^°«  °»  **»«  floor 

"  Y^ou  are  safp  ?  **  ^u^ 

,  «ic  ivooers  got  the  worst  of  it." 


.1        .tI-»%     '1, 
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Tli«,kGod!''Ae«iid;-itc«me«>«HWenly; 
I  ought  not  to  have  been  frightened,  but  you  were  not 
here ;  I  did  not  know  what  was  happening  to  you.** 

"It  waa  a  good  thing  I  was  not  here,  mother ;  I 
was  able  to  do  more  from  without" 

WWle  he  spoke  he  was  chafing  her  hands;  she 
■miled  upon  him,  and  at  the  same  time  released  her- 
aelf  fitjm  Ruth's  arms,  and  sat  up. 

«  You  are  a  good  son,''  she  said,  "and  wiU  make- 
a  good  husband." 

The  tenderness,  the  softness  in  Robert's  eyes  and 
mouth,  which  his  mother's  condition  had  brou^ 
there,  made  Lady  Darcy  feel  what  a  wealth  of 
affection  lay  beneath  his  usually  cold,  reserved 
manner. 

Even  at  that  moment  she  wondered  whether 
he  wuld  show  these  characteristics  to  LuciUe,  so  that 
^iboQld  appreciate  a  side  of  his  character,  of  which 
the  outside  world  suspected  little  or  nothing. 

Longstaffe's  voice  broke  in :  « I  should  like  to 
speak  to  you  for  a  moment,  sir,"  he  said. 

«  Certainly,  I  can  come  now,"  his  master  answered. 
Then  he  said  to  his  mother :  «  We  ought  to  be  mov- 
ing  on  immediately,  if  ybu  feel  equal  to  enduring  the 
shaking  of  the  coach,  the  road  is  not  at  aU  good  for 
some  distance." 

"I  am  equal  to  anything  now,"  she  answered- 
«  only  too  glad  and  thankful  that  you  are  safe  and 
well." 
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.t^"^  "^  "»  «-*  "O -fe^d  „«.  Long. 

»«.  which  Aowed  her  ^^l.^  f,*?*  "'  "» 
kicking  out  Wdoudy  to  «>.  burden  fc^ 

^-"cille  nn  down  the  stew,  n.,^ 
"tood  by.  while  the  giritL?^  T«  ""*  "^ 

ghunouTJthe  tlpit'I^r"*""  ■■-  "» 
<»«  the  ent»™e,  the  ^LTm  ,     .  *f"  '™'*™ 
Robert  looked  o^^^'^T'.S  ^        '  °"  '^^• 
eye.;  thenherememteJ^K-         «'""■»«»»  i»  h« 
^ :  taking  off  rS'^.rr^  '»  «-  ^.el^ 

^a^^ITi"^:^^'"'^— -nboth 
^^  '"  *  """Tkable  feshion  from 
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th.  Urn.  he  hrf  l«»t  hi.  irifc.  tb.  clang,  „,  rtUl 
"7  -A«d  th.n  it  h«i  b«„  ,y^TL  m<«u! 
-ri.«r.  wh«,  C.ptai„  IWcy  „d  h.  h«l  partri 

LudUe.  on  the  contruy,  h«l  matured  into  .  moet 
beaufful  won,™,  hep  di„  outline.  fiUing  up.  ^ 
d  T^  Uktag  „„  .  dignity  ;S  c^wnrf 
ly.~«,noderty.    She  now  c«„e  „p  th/rtep.  holi 

Hoh«t.  ^  fixed  upon  her ;  Ae  .miled,  then  . Ir- 
tan  ««»c,ouM.e«  oune  over  her,  the  recognition  of 

*»  My  father  and  I  were  anxiotis  when  the  mi„ 
houi^-«  and  your  coining  was  delayed." 
with  the  highwayman  strapped  on  Moonhght 


CHAPTER  III 

THK  SXCOND  UNO 

It  was  Lucille's  nineteenth  birthday. 

She  awoke  with  a  pleasurable  aensation.  The 
momhig  sunlight  was  streaming  through  .  :e  latticed 
Winds;  a  robin,  ilrst  and  last  of  the  songsters  of  the 
y«ur,  piped  a  meny  tune  from  a  giant  peai-tiee. 
whidi  hmig  its  fruit  almost  within  rewAing  distance 
of  the  girl's  arm,  had  she  stretched  her  hand  forth 

to  take  toU,  but  the  ripeness,  and  so  the  temptation, 
was  not  yet  r        «» 

iMdikoHM  not  altogether  account,  perhaps  she 

did  not  wishtodoso,fbr1he»aigh,gjoyoriw™mi. 
iij«  reflections ;  she  knew  it  was  good  to  be  young, 
albeit  not  too  young,  to  feel  the  freshness  of  life, 
like  the  fi«amess  of  that  September  morning;  to 
know  that  the  world  opened  out  with  its  pixmiise 
proflfered,  but  not  yet  fulfilled;  with  its  temptinir 
problems,  ready  for  solution;  its  horizons  widening 
with  the  expansion  of  her  mind ;  the  fruition  of  her 
physical  perfection. 

She  knew  she  was  beautiful ;  she  was  none  the 
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wowe  for  that;  it  g»ve  her  wititfcctioii,  not  pride ; 
the  bew  y  Ae  -w  in  her  minw  •ffo.ded  •  kiidling 
glow^iUr  to  what  die  experienced  when  Ae  loolced 
out  from  the  watch-tower  over  the  river,  now  dhen,, 
now  golden ;  beautiftil,  even  when  the  sky  ovtriieid 
WM  grey  and  the  waters  ran  darJc  in  unison. 

There  were  tho«  beneath  her  loof  whom  lOie  lov«l 
to  have  there;  by  this  time  Ae  felt  hewdf  the  mif. 
too- of  the  Abbey;  she  had  wanted  Lady  Dtrey  to 

tjike  the  head  of  the  table,  but  her  guert  had  redited 
the  snggMtion,  and  she  had  blushingly  done  the 
honours,  with  a  d,y  and  genUe  grace,  which  wa. 
•Uunng  beyond  words,  to  one,  at  any  rate,  of  those 
present 
Robert  Darcy ! 

As  she  loolced  in  her  mirror  ahe  thought  of  likB; 
Ae  fdt  his  eyes  upon  her,  looking  over  her  shoulder. 
Jtudymg  her  reflection ;  her  face  with  its  broad  white 
brow,  the  column  of  her  throat,  the  poise  of  her 
young  figure.  '^  "" 

She  blushed.    She  wondered ! 

Nineteen !  Next  year  she  would  feel  quite  oR 
twenty!  ^  ^ 

How  much  might  happen  in  a  year :  LucHle  waa 
thinkmg  of  pleasant  things.  What  the  future  did 
contam  was,  to  a  great  extent,  hidden  from  her ;  in 
these  things  God  is  good  to  us;  we  have  the 
present,  we  understand  something  of  the  p«rt,  but 
the  future  !-ah!  that  is  «  negligible  quantity,  an 
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nnhxwB   fcotor,   with   it>  inflnlto.  »M«h-mrf,. 

Hie  giri  l»d  »en  but  Mttle  of  HoW  darid.  tb. 

^  ^I'm  1  '*'  "T* """  '"•  •^^'  ^ 

J»ir  of  th.  hlghw,jm.„  h«l  .Uorbed  much  of  h» 
U».  md  »tt«,ti«v«  it  hrf  th.1  of  SirEvd^  Le., 
no.  th.  OMU,  W  b^n  condgnrf  to  tb.  County  i.iL 
«*«  h.  would  awit  hi.  trU  unta  th.  «at  A«i,» 
Dwqr  M  n»d.  littl.  of  tb,l  i^idmt  In  tb.  wood, 
in  wUd.  h.  h^  pU,«.  tb.  p».ie,  p^  uugb^ 

thrt  to  &th«  W  g.th.rrf  from  oth„  ««,„,„  . 
hW.  .^«.t.  of  th.  Am  .nd  «,u»g.  Bob.rt  h«l 

drcuo^  &ed  h«  i,iMgi».u<„ ,  the  duk^^  of 
tt.  wood  U,.  p.tt«fag  mto.  th.  .«M.B  .tt^k  ^ 
^Jnb^ul  mertfa*    Uvi«g  h.r   ,alrt  life  her 
•W)»ci.Uon  w«,t  out  to  th.  bmv.  nuu^  ^. 
qnW,  ddlH  rtrong,  A.  «,uld  Condon,  ,  .^Z 
g«>yn«»,  Jmort  ,  pbnnem  in  Qqrtidn  D«c»-.&ce 

™1      1^"  -•«""»•  topic  ".  ««J„  di^ 
oa«ion  wUd.  W  to  do  with  tb.  well-bdng  of  tb. 

SUt..  th.  Dutch  w„.  for  inrt«c  or  tb.  JXn« 
»d  «dJe«  n«u»m  of  the  Court ,  d..  fdt  it^ 

P«rt,  tb.  ouhnud  «pre«ion,  of  tb.  ch««cter  within 
which  die  «in,irrf ;  d„  ^^jj  „^  ^.^^  ^^ 

■nwdy  gay,  ftlvolous  «.d  h«.d»m.,  thinking  mor. 
of  .  wdl.tun«d  Mikl..  or  the  but  fiubion  to  d««. 
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buckK  Md  cmvaU ;  she  prefemd  him  .Uid.  mibn 

•nmaUtUeP^Ununcier  hi.  Cavalier  dm..    In  hi. 

•tti^  t<m«d.  hi.  mother,  hi.  deffenmce,  hi.  t«,der 

wgwl  for  her  comfort,  hi.  anxiety  about  her  health 

Aer^  the  real  nature  of  the  man,  with  a  woman^J 

nrtinrt,  and  undentood  righUy  enough  the  element. 

of  tendemew,  of  manly  .ympathy,  which  wen,  hidden 

fit,m  the  ordinary  obwrver  by  the  aurteix,  crurt, 

P~^y  natural,  part'y  the  product  of  hi.  training  in 

Monk  .  «aiool,  the  whool  of  the  nomer  par  exceOmce 

After  breakfart  LuciUe  put  on  her  .un-bonnet  and 

allied  forth,  with  a  ba.ket  under  her  arm,  in  the 

direction  of  the  poultiy-yard ;  here  wa.  a  broody 

hen,  .peckled  grey,  with  a  certain  pride  in  her  walk 

a  oonMioumeM  of  coming  motherhood.    Lucille  wa.* 

taking  down  for  her  rame  straw  to  form  a  nert,  and 

two  china  egg.  to  act  a.  an  inducement  for  the  lady 
to  adopt  the  intended  quarter.. 

The  pcmltiy.yard  adjoined  the  home  farm,  wme 
three  hundred  yard,  acrow  the  park,  weU  within  the 
boundary  wall. ;  the  girl  paid  a  vidt  to  it  mort  day.. 
generaUy    with    wmething   ready   to   attract   her 
feathered  dependent.;    die    knew    them    aU  indi 
viduaUy,  and  loved  them  from  the  great  gamecock, 
with  hi.  narrow  close-cut  crest,  and  yeUow  legs,  to 
the  bantam  pair,  with  their  small  progeny,  foUowing 
behind,  who  carried  themselves  wiC  aU  the  airs  of 
leviathan  birds,  an  affectation  of   the  seriousness 
of  life,  which  Lucille  found  amusingly  to  her  taste. 
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**  May  I  |{o  with  you,  Cooda  f  ** 

bJv!^  '*^**^  "'^'^  ^  thou^ti. 
Boto  had  been  rtwdlng  under  «>m6  tw«,  whk* 

Piithw.j,k,ding  /wm,  the  Gnmgeto  the  home  fcrm. 

WM  dertined  M  a  Wrthdaj  giiu 

J^I  did  not  know  ^  were  Ume,"  Ae  Mdd ;  «yau 

"I  hop.  you  do  Dot  miad;  I  gu««d  ,00  wouM 
b*  eoiii%  tU<  n,.*  ' 

"  What  pwda  jia  ty^ij  tj,,^  f  « 

"Son.  UtU.  opportuaitj- 1  h.«  W  of  ohmr^ 
♦iTi.  u  I  •»"  ""  JOB  ftoo  „,  ,i„do,  ,i^^ 

ttJ|ho«r.  wh«  I  w« getting  ^y  to  rid.  with  Sir 

"IdM  not  know yonr^  w«  apon  „^. 
"".•^  «7*  fo'  «">^  the  thought,  inflnitd, 

dVJ«.  «  I«.mt  with  n«  in  fcding,l/i„u^ 

JSUrf ""  "  *"•""'•  ~'  ""•*«.  not  know. 
SS^^  TT;  *''  «t  .rt«ng.<tatt«ing.t 

^ngt  h«  Tit.""'  ""'""-^ '»•'«•«« 

"  I  l»ve  brought  you  wmething  to  b«r  my  birth- 

d.y  hop..,  or  «m.  of  tb™,  .t  «,y  „te.-    A,  h< 


THE  SBCOHD  RING  mn 

tbrtdl  I.»d«  w„  Ulking  of  it.  «rf  „  ,  ..e^  rt 
•«»»»*  my  journey." 

htr  Mm  Md  took  the  book  ftom  him. 

"nil good  otjm,-A»,M.    " Vou could  h«T. 
giwn  m«  nothing  I  OrnM  Ttlue  more.- 

a.  opa»d  it  «d  n«d  on  the  titl.  p«^«Po, 

^Iundd«r.jr^,nd  notri.«tidn  di*»rt«o.  In 
doubt  IwUtion,  ■  little 

^g»ln,  »d  rtiU  mo«,  A,  h«l  th.t  feeling  in  h« 

Ww«,th.  bough,  of  „  ehn,  the  !..,«  of  whid, 

up  •  tree-trunk,  then  .prang  &„„,  i„„^  ^  ,^ 
m  .t.  «ri.l  flight  u^ier  thTblue  dom^of  1^^ 
AU  n.tu,e  ..emed  ,eq,  joyou.,  my  ^p.ti«. 
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gMd  Saptittber  mornii^. 
•*!   hty  gjvm  jou  much    mora  thui  thfti. 

lUs  nrie.,  which  few  would  racogni.  «,  bdonging  to 
UMooapttMofhittoMi. 
"I  know  I  l»vt  your  friend«hip.*ih«  pwri«l 

y;^         TI.*b«u«ftUwonl.yrta«.«. 
othm  I  Ukt  bttter,  one  «ipecially  r 

SiW  OnljUn^wund.  of  nutura.  the  lowing  of 
mttte,  the  coughing  oi  lome  deer  in  the  pwk,  the 
cjcUi^g  of  hen.,from  the  t^y^  which  Uy  now 

'HtWn  dght,  onl J  theie  thing,  could  be  hewtl-m! 
thera  WM  one  other-the  vibnuit  beating  of  e  girl'b 
hMrt,  orer  ftill,  driving  to  be  ftee,  thiobWng  with 
liiiB.  in  travaU  with  hope,  with  the  luA  youmr 
growth  of  love.  ^^^ 

Robert  stretched  out  hia  hand  and  took  Ludlle't 
fingen  into  hi..  « ITie  woid  i^Iove !  Other  than 
M«idAip.  although  containing  it  LudUe.  I  bve 
joul  I  have  loved  you  ever  dnce  I  flrrt  «w  you, 
w  dnoe  you  tended  me.  when  I  lay  fkint  by  the 
wmynde.  wounded.** 

She  did  not  answer;  it  wemed  to  her  a.  if  «U 
nature  were  listening,  surprising  his  secrets  and  her^ 
The  trees,  the  grass,  the  Abbey  behind  them,  the 
ikrmmfront;  she  longed  to  fly  away,  to  seek  some 
solitude  m  far-distant  grove,  to  be  alone. 

He  wondered  she  did  not  answer,  g«w  afraid. 
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^_^  ^^^  ••  to  Mj  nuun,  wdpn«Uoo, 

-Fofglv.  «•."  h.  «id,  « I  ftitf  I  li.Y«  Uk«i  ™ 
Jjraiirpri«jlh«yt.pok«ntooioan.    I  ha..  Iumwh 

it «  long  «j,df;  Uiat  I  did  not  mlJ«  It  murt  U  iKTw 
tojou." 

••lilttoncwrtbe«di«l 

Ht  h«d  dropped  her  hMd.  and  looked  .way }  aow 
!»•  turned  to  her  .gdn  with  quick  movement  He 
•w  the  colour  djeing  h«r  pe«*.Uke  cheek.,  her  AeU- 
Uke  em,  bathing  her  throet  with  warm  tint...uch  ae 
Venu.  might  hare  tdcen  to  hen«lf  when  Jore  lini 
looked  upon  her. 

-You  make  me  hope."  he  cried. 

She anwrered  what  had  gone  before.  "Ititnew 
to  me  more  than  it  i.  to  you  ?-.!  trow  not  I  have 
tried  to  pjit  it  away  from  me.  tried  to  banish  it  ftom 

owftth— "and  failed  I ** 

He  wound  his  arm  about  her.  "Do  you  mean. 
«»  jou  mean,  Lucille,  that  you  bre  me  a.  I  love 

She  bent  her  head.    *«  Ye-s  with  aU  my  heart  f  * 

aiftT^*?*^'"^*"^"^    "It  i.  your  birthday 

St    "\****  "'^  P""^  gift  in  all  the  world.^ 
He  kiwed  her  cheek. 

«  We  8haU  be  seen,"  she  protested. 
-By  the  deer?"  he  asked  gaily;    "they  wiU 
•ymp^thiie ;  they  have  their  loves,  too." 


no 
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I 


Iff 


**ArtjouP    Thtn  I  Ma  praod  tnoi^  for  both.** 

**It  {•  not  «  good  thing  to  b«  proud.** 

"Foiflvt  iM^  that  U  not  cornet  whm  th^  pride  !• 

•ittrnal,  outddt  of  us,  wh*^  it  b  not  ■•If-prid*.** 
**  I  do  not  IN  thm  ia  *.  /thing  to  bt  proud  off  ** 
"Thw  if  a  gntt  ^^n  ^  umwwndi  -it  ii 

bm,**  Md  hif  Mm  agaimt  hw  sidt  prawcd  htr  to 

him. 

A  tmdril  from  hw  hair  httl  slipped  kxMe  mm!  Uy 
ttpon  h«r  neck ;  it  WM  brown,  shot  with  gold,  tut  if 
■ome  Ikiry  hwl  biterwoven  thraeda  of  pradou*  fibro 
jato  it  Looking  down  upon  her  from  hit  greater 
height,  Robert  mw  it 

•*I  Mn  about  to  iteel  what  you  have  not  given 


-  Wh*t  !■  that  ?-*  ihe  a.-od,  but  witLout  looking 
at  him,  «hy  of  him,  Ay  of  herself. 

-  Thii  lock  of  hai^^-he  laid  his  hand  upon  it ; 
then  he  drew  his  jewelled  dagger  from  his  belt,  and 
with  deft  movement  smote  off  the  offending  curL 

"  How  dare  you  Jo  that  !**  she  cried,  yet  umedsting 
till  it  was  over. 

*•  I  only  dared  because  I  wanted  it!  I  shall  cany 
it  until  I  die;**  he  raised  it  to  his  lips  and  then  thrust 
it  into  hid  doublet,  where  it  could  rest  unseen. 

Afterwards  they  walked  to  the  form ;  LudUe 
found  the  hen  and  prepared  its  nest ;  Robert  looking 
on. 
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^      t*^  IP  will,  hi.  tot,«  Ib^  J..  j„  4^ 

*•  ¥••,  for  her  good.'' 

-h  dwjption.  Ihtn. .  rfrtut  wh«,  It  hM  .  «od 
»«^^    Do   not    p^ctU.    Uu.t    upoo    «..  ^ 


^  EJ«  I  •bouU  ntm  g»t  th«ii  In.- 
**  Win  there  be  m>  man/  ?  " 

•^CountliiS  before  I  have  jou  perfect- 

«  W?I^  ,        ;;«  thehumWert  of  your  eervnt.." 

We  AaU  ••.-  ^  Wttwered,  with  •  doubiftU 

"•kw  of  h«r  heed.  *^ouw 

Who  wouU  have  beHeved  that  thi.  wm  the  «uii« 

alchemy  of  exdtement.  of  j«>y  after  doubt,  mUi^Ucm 

KobertDercyandm^^ 

^ibefore,  or  rather  brought  out  an  element  in  hie 

^«»ct^  .o  hidden  away  that  it  wa.  un««pected  by 
tb«e  who  knew  him  bert,  perhap.  even  by  h^m«If.^ 
i^y  spent  the  morning  stroUing  .  .  .ut  the  nark 

of  ei^^ other.  p«.ence,  in  the  new  myrtcriou.  link 


tit 
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binding  them  together,  a  golden  chain  finged  in  the 
ftrmotiry  of  love. 

Wh«,  they  returned  to  the  Abbey  they  could 
hardly  believe  that  ho  much  of  the  day  had  slipped 
away  it  aeemed  impowible  the  hour  of  the  midday 
meal  had  80  nearly  come.  When  they  rounded  the 
comer  of  the  last  clump  of  trees  in  the  park  they 
w«e  «,ddenly  aware  of  the  presence  of  Lady  D^y 
««d  Sir  Evelyn  Lee,  standing  sunning  themselves  on 
the  top  step  before  the  great  hall  door. 

"They  have  settied  it,  those  young  peopV  Sir 
Evelyn  remarked;  he  had  read  the  signs  of  the  times 
instantly,  having  expected  it. 

"I  hoped  it  would  happen  to-day,"  Lady  Darey 
answered.  She  tumed  to  her  old  friend  and  kinsman, 
a  smile  on  her  face,  but  the  suspicion  of  tea,«  i„  her 
eyes:  "We  shaU  be  able  to  rest  content,  Evelyn;  „y 
«»n  wiU  care  for  your  girl,  and  she  for  him;  and 
we she  broke  off,  her  lip  quivered. 

«I  know,**  he  answered. 

"We  shaU  be  no  longer  needed "-«he  Hnished 
b~vdy.  Turning  round,  she  looked  away  in  the 
d^^on  V.  here  the  river  flowed  on,  golden  in  the 

"Their  hearts  are  big  enough,''  Sir  Evelyn  re- 
marked quietly, « to  hold  us  as  weU  ;  weshaUbenone 
the  less  dear  ^t  they  have  one  another." 

She  turned  to  him  at  on-. :  «  You  do  not  bdieve 
1  think  otherwise  ? 


l^-7S?k, 


ns 


IHE  SECOND  RING 

**  Heaven  IbrHd!" 

-nie  p«r  an«  up,  Ludlk  l,^„g  ^^  ^^. 

rr  '"^  5'*''  ™"'"«  "PonT  two  «^' 
to  the  ,,  standing  above  on  the  rten      *.  .1. 

-.«  U.e  West  point  of  J^m^^Uo^  ^ 

I-dle-.  l»nd,  «,d  «.  led  her  upl,til  tC^ 

jurt  ,n  front  of  the  parents    Then  he  kJlf / 

^Lac,IIe  h«  g,ven  ™e  the  gr^test  h.ppine„  i„  u.,* 

Togettcr  they  hud  their  b^  „„  „,.  y^ 
^  of  Robert  and  his  affianced  bride.    iTZ 
«ch  a  benediction  a,  the  patriarch,  of  old  «ve  ^ 
the.r  d«c»d.„t,  ,hen  the  world  wa,  young.  ""'  *" 

God  ble»you  both,"  Sir  Evelyn  «id;"alwa, 
*ver,  to  your  life',  end,  and  beyond  -  '  ' 

d,^  ^  "^  •■"  "  ^"'•"  >»'  "th  a  voice  «, 
<*oked  w,th  tea™,  not  by  any  mean,  of  «,r«,w  ^" 

a-  word  came  fluttering,  like  .  ti«d  b^ZTl 
brmich  on  which  it  wa,  to  rest.  '"«'  to  the 

That  afternoon  Captain  Darey  had  .,....— ~i  x 
ride  out  with  Sir  Eve,^  Lee,  J^^^^  ^J^ 

bu«n«.  to  t«„sact  which  requinrf  a  witnesi  "^ 

Robert  parted  with  LuciUe  with  much  reluctance, 
but  then,  as  dways,  a  promise  with  him  w«  to^„ 

company.    They  were  to  meet  at  the  chapel  Uter  on 
for  the  usual  fim.ay  p«yer„  which  were  ^d^a" 
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During  the  CommonwedUi  Dr.  Jlef.  her  had  faiken 
«fcge  on  the  P^y  ^^  ^^^  ^^  h«l^rf 

opportunity  to  return  to  England. 

««Iy  ««ppe«,ng  in  the  fiunily  cMe  until  .upp.; 
W"  »enred  at  aii  o'dock.  ^^ 

I-™!"""  left  to  her  own  device.,.  rtnwge«rt. 

rrj"  T"  ■>«'  'l'^*«  fo^ign  to  herlZl  «lf  ■ 

•he  tned  ™nou.  occupation,  and  found  them  au' 

fe»(rth  d.e  determined  to  jp  to  the  topTu:  w! 

pri.  mood;  with  «ud,ed  face  and  panting  b«att 
Ae  emeiged  on  to  the  ™of  of  the  turrT  iSeX^ 
noon  w„  bj^,.^  ^  ^^  ^  ^^- 

"omethnig  like  coming  iWist.  lenilin.  .     • 

the  early  autumn  air  ^  "  ""P~"  *° 

un^tt'!T'i'™'^, '"''  "■*  '""'^  '"''■'"g  <»t 
upon  the  todKape  lying  immediately  beneath,  the 

^m'lX'1^  "^  '^'^  ^  "^^ 
from  which  a.^  had  gone,  on  that  never-to-te-for- 

e^  day  when  Darcy  had  fiM  been  .J" 
D.ckIngold.by.witha.viewt.«ptui.g^^ 


i;s^  -;#.', 
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Lambert ;  ftirther  away  was  the  river,  gleaming  white, 
like  a  broad  satin  ribbon,  as  far  as  she  could  see ;  in 
the  middle  distance  was  the  island  with  the  ford 
hard  by  where  the  troop  of  horse  had  crossed. 
Lucille  pictured  Darc/s  presence  by  her  side;  he 
had  loved  her  then,  child  that  she  was;  had  he 
not  assured  her  of  the  fact  that  very  morning?  she 
was  rich  indeed  to  ha.e  won  such  a  rare  wealth, 
as  the  devotion  of  this  great  and  good  man. 

The  future!  Her  face  became  grave;  a  certain 
wonder,  a  measure  of  anxiety,  in  the  depths  of  her 
beautiful  eyes;  the  river  went  on  to  the  sea,  its 
course  was  known ;  but  life  was  different ;  who  could 
tell  which  way  it  might  tend,  what  it  might  brine 
forth?  * 

That  morning  the  giri  had  been  elated,  lifted  up, 
ioyous:  now  she  was  alone,  a  feeling  of  depression, 
reaction  from  the  morning's  satisfaction  came  over 
her;  not  that  she  doubted  Robert  or  herself,  not 
that  she  hoped  less  of  what  the  future  might  have 
to  bestow,  but  because  she  understood  that  in  the 
web  of  life  there  were  many  transverse  threads,  that 
although  some  might  be  golden  and  some  silver  in 
their  fibre,  others  would  necessarily  be  of  a  darker 
hue  and  harsher  texture. 

For  an  hour  she  stood  there,  watching,  waiting, 
thinking ;  then  it  came  to  her  that  the  time  for  the 
two  riders  to  return  must  be  well-nigh  at  hand; 
she  crossed  to  that  side  of  the  turret,  from  which  a 
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h"  fa«i  A.  d«d«l  her  .y«  with  her  Ld. 

two  ^',"i ""'""!"  '•"  "'«^»  •  ««"•««  of  th. 
two  figure hke.p«:k.  in  the  fcrhoriwn.    ^,.v«l 

*«  nniled,t  'he  conception,  «,d  her  he«t  grew  l^ht 
T'Cr''^'  the  fo™,  of  the  adv^oS;;^ 

ner  lover     She  w«,  .bfe  now  to  note  the  ewTmd 
Tf  Sir  Err^**  «""«*'«'««■•  to  hi,  c»„p.„,^ 

jn>y  ^tered  the  park;  ™ddenly  Robert  «f«i 
h»  h.t  »d  gave  it .  wave  in  the  aJr.  ^l^^ 
he  knew  dae  wa,  watching  for  him.    She  rtoS  foT: 

»hichherfetherhad"Sfelt        .-"^  "•"' 
Piroi^  pwwea  m  the  tiny  chancel  •  Sir 

Evelyn  was  opposite  to  them,  alone    his  Z  f 
looked  weaiy,  he  was  hanlly  ea  J  nnJ    !i  "** 

ride  they  had  taken  that  a^:^„  ""^"^"^^^  *°  «^« 
As  they  knelt,  Lucille  found  her  hand  in  Koberf' . 
J^ajcond  later  a  ring  was  shpped  over  he;  fi^^^^^ 
^^  but  a  second;  immediately afUrwards  ^3 


i^tiA?^':'t,b  ':€/*' 
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»H»d  WM  bent  in  pram;  he  liked  to  feel  that  hit 
TOW  to  the  girl,  and  hers  to  him,  were  regirtemi  in 
that  ancient  sanctuary  of  the  family.    But  another 
thought  obtruded  itaelf  on  her  mind ;  she  hardly 
knew  why,  but  it  was  disturbing,  disquieting;  in 
that  very  building  she  had  received  another  ring- 
the  was  wearing  it  on  her  bosom ;  her  thoughts  were' 
camed  bacJc  to  that  night  of  fear  when  it  seemed 
possible  that  her  father,  now  kneeling  in  quiet  devo- 
tion,  peaceful,  undisturbed,  would   be  involved  in 
one  of  those  tragedies,  with   which  England  had 
b«»me  only  too  familiar,  paying  for  his  loyalty  with 

The  darkness  had  come  into  the  small  building, 
•hrouding  its  comers,  giving  it  an  air  of  gloom  and 
mystery ;  it  seemed  to  Lucille  as  if  Dr.  Fletcher's 
voice  sounded  far  away,  almost  mreal;  she  could 
hardly  believe  that  the  sanctuary  had  been  restored 
to  Its  original  purpose ;  it  might  stiU  have  decay  and 
devastation,  ruin  and  neglect,  written  upon  it 

She  looked  at  Robert  as  if  to  satisfy  herself  that 
she  was  not  tha  victim  of  some  haUucination ;  his 
face  reassured  her,  it  was  fine  and  strong,  suiRMed 
With  a  certain  uplifting;  he,  at  any  rate,  had  no 
doubt,  and  in  his  confidence  her  own  quiet  of  snirit 
was  re-established.  ^ 

Lucille's  heart  was  too  lull  for  words  as  she  walked 
away  from  the  chapel,  her  lover  by  her  side.  Sir 
Evelyn  Lee  remained  to  bring  Dr.  Fletcher  back  to 
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fa>  »k.  -^    •       '       ^""  •'  "y  «»»•  once  lUl* 
to  the  pri«t.  wnctUMy  of  the  L«»  ' 

interval,  wfcl  -   ^*  •«^"»  «'*•»•  »>ri«ht 

uTiZl ,   .^  "P""^  "  »*'  diamond.  h2 
oeen  strewn  kviahly  about  thuir  «.♦!.  , 

wter  dirtiUed  fto J  th^  l*^ttf ^*^  ^  '^^  *^P  ^ 

•ted  by  the  nm'Tfin.!  ''*^'"«  ^"  ^™««- 

•wu  uy  ine  sun  8  final  messaire  to  the  Mt4k  ♦-    Li  i. 
it  w«  bidding  g«Kl.bye  "^  "»  ~*h,  to  which 

D«rcy  wondered  much  at  Lucine'i  .Uenc  .„J  A 

^.""b^^f^d'"""'''^-*-'^"-^^ 
=™Pei  onght  and  joyou.  ,t  weing  him  amin  mA^ 

»".e  hour,  rf  «p^«,„.  No::*.lXi*^ 
d«.%  c».e  into  w  .ky  .nd  rtiU  left  it.  eZt  « 
her  countenance.  ^^  ®" 

A  d«ht  tremor  pwed  over  her  faune. 
^  chapel  h«  «  m«.y  memories"  Ac  ex- 

of  Z^  ""'  "*  '**  •*"-^  «««  -"-iation. 

"hanythingeverquiteleftbehindP-dieinaBi^ 
looking  up  at  him- <'i.  n-.*  .1.  "e'nqowed, 

P-rtlLertT-     "■«"""  P««°t  what  the 
"  Tl«  pre«,.  i.  the  «,te,»om  of  the  future,  ^ 


[■^%3t 
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In  the  ftitore  we  duOl  go,  thank  God,  hwd-in-hand 
to  meet  whaterer  betide*  with  oounge,  helping  each 
other.  Thif  ii  the  emblem  of  an  indiwoluble 
bondr  M  he  spoke  he  took  her  icft  hand  and  held 
it  up ;  the  ring,  which  wa.  let  with  diamondi,  idnta. 
Mting  aa  he  did  M>. 

"  Yes,  I  like  to  think  that ;  it  is  very  beautiftil,'' 
ihe  added.  "I  can  hardly  raaliie  even  yet^'-ehe 
•topped.  Then  she  looked  round,  there  was  no  one 
In  sight,  her  father  and  Dr.  Fletcher  had  probably 
gone  another  way ;  she  buried  her  head  in  Robert's 
•houlder;  he  kissed  her  hair-«that  I  am  reaUy 
yours ! "  ' 


•rfH 


CHAPTER  IV 

A   PBOPHKCY 

Th.  month  th.t  followri  w«  „rM„i,  »„,„,„„ 

«d  LooUe  w^  left  „^  ,„  ^  «^ 

"d  »jU»r  of  th.m  „ked  for  «,ythi„gZ^' 

ot!L"lvt      '"'"'"«*«*  »<•«»«  for.  puU 

«"lier  rtorv  w«rf.!r  •  .    ""P"*"™'  »'  "".t 
f U  hiaT^r^^f  ""*^*«''    "^  «P'>  J-d 

«t1.igSrhf  U"of  '"  ""^'""  "'  "•  ~« 
BP**,  itt  had.  of^coune,  often  noticed  the 
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tiny  frfd  cb.in  which  Ji,  wo«  on  dl  ocauiow, 
■jKl  which  wn.  di*d««d  by  the  law.n«lwd  ho6k  id 
Uum  dayi;  he  hud  nerer  referrad  to  it  in  to  imny 
words,  until  this  morning  when  they  rtood  on  the 
fturther  iiide  of  the  river,  under  the  shadow  of  the 
t««,  which  had  hidden  the  hornt  on  the  night  of 
fli^t. 

LuciUe,  thinking  of  Charles,  had  put  her  hand  to 
the  chain. 

«  Wliy  do  you  always  wear  that,  LudUe  ?  - 

*«It  was  my  mother's,"  Ae  answered  evasively. 

**  Is  there  nothing  attached  to  it— a  locket  ?  " 

She  hesitated  for  a  moment,  how  .he  should 
•OBwer ;  then  she  drew  up  the  ring,  and  held  it  for 
Robert  to  see. 

He  noted  the  fleur-de-lis. 

«  Where  did  that  come  from  ?  ^  he  asked 

**  The  King !  *•  she  responded. 

"On  what  occasion? "-but  whUe  he  asked,  he 
knew,  for  there  could  be  but  one. 

Ludlle  had  not  even  been  presented  at  Court  since 
the  Restoration,  Sir  Evelyn  not  liking  the  tree 
manners  obtaining  at  WhitehaU  and  Windsor. 

"  He  put  it  into  my  hand  in  the  chapel,  just  before 
my  fiither  hid  him  away.  I  was  thinking  of  it  the 
other  night,  because  you  gave  me  the  ring  I  wear  in 
the  same  place ;"  as  she  spoke  she  looked  down  at  her 
Im  hand. 

"  It  certainly  is  a  strange  coincidence,"  he  agreed. 
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"  V«i  I  thou^t  Out' 

E»«  though  it  1. .  king',,' A, «««,ri. 

•..S^Zt^'^^r""'^'""^- 

toU."^^  «t>oot  njtitj,  iMt  iBoonW  to  hM, 

«  Do*  Mt  M«t«  8hd„.n«„  „  ,_   j»^  -_ 

V« ;  no  doubt  king.  h.«,  thdr  di«biUa«.-  he 
»«.  in.the  pari. .  l^rS  ^^  '  "''^  "» 

.t.i^o^s-rx,rhi"r^ 

giving  then»dv«  up  .  .LdlZS    "^  "•»  "^ 

which  u,  hdund  ti^  dL7.n;c™  rr-*"*' 

~n» ;  if  A.  h«l  felt  *Urthen7^CZ^-  """ 

-iT.^rr^ti:!*-"'''^^'^^^ 

lley  walked  b«k  .g.i„  tow«|.  ^e  boet 
H.»e,ou  worn  that  ring  ever  .inoe?" 


■  ^^J-I^^KT^ 


f^ 
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"  I  tn»t  to,  too,- ih.  »pond«l 
^■W  of  quit.  „U.„  thing.,  th.  nJid  th. 

Rol«t  b.g«  to  tt,^  i^u,  ^  ,^  ^  • 

U»  ™™g.      ght  b.  »„«„™,tri;  d«  A^k 
h«k  Ayly   Mking  fo,  time.  th«,  w«  ,«,  hu,^ , 

"  Y«.  fonsrt  how  old  I  „,"  h,  ^,J!Zt^ 
long  1  have  wUtri  .:««d,.» 

"What  for?- die Mked 
"Foryou  togrowup.- 
"  ^^  '  " 'wy  loug  ? "  Ae  pouted. 
He  kl«d  her  lip. ,  they  ««  J„„  i„  „«  lib«ry. 

n««n«llo„gtome.-hean.,e,ed.  "I  madTi 
my  n^  m,t  to  .peak  tiU  yon  were  nineteen.  «rf 
even  then  I  was  afraid.*' 

"AfrtudP^'ahe  echoed 

"  And  yet  you  want  to  hurry  roe  now." 
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f^VonckA  *  •««»  to  jrou.  nrtrthturt,"  ht 

HowcouJdjoud«erv.ltr 
^  2"  **°**°«  rour  iriU.  of  oo„^« 

»«^Xet,  sir,  lUtogether."  ^       ^  «»  *>  iwl  know 

"^  ■<>»  it  ia  not  for  the  w»n»  -^    ^  . 

perh»M,(n»«t«p •!»-„»  ~  ™  «"'  yielded,  with 
^*ay  Uerey,  «d|  tmm  of  the 


■  .v/' 

.*"■   ■ 


ji;*^t,. 


'nr.iT^ 
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«»««  Robert  JZ  C^  '''^'W  U»  Urt  «rt 

"^d  by  which  Rnh..^  «H.  Miejr  took  the  Mun« 

U»  ««™„ter  with  BuekiogUo,  ^.^' I^? 
fo  the  left  was  the  In*  f«Lk-  u^  P****' 

W  be«.  bou«l7 Vr  b^  t'*"  ^""^  «»^ 

o«t  l«d  receivrf  th.t  digit  wound  which 


■i 


I 
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had  ltd  19  a»  Lacilk*i  minittmtioiit  to  hk 
hintimi 

**  It  all  Menu  like  a  dream,**  he  laid,  **and  ever  10 
fu  away,  as  if  it  had  taken  place  in  some  othor 
eiistenee,  not  really  mine;  I  wonder  why  that  b 
so." 

**  I  suppose  it  is  because  so  much  has  happened 
since."  She  turned  to  him  with  a  look  of  lore,  two 
tean  standing  in  her  eyes,  then  trickling  down  hor 
cheeks;  she  InrusL-^  them  away  hastily  with  her 
gloved  hand.  **We  have  so  mudi  to  be  thankful 
for,"  she  said. 

''Yes,  a  thousand  things;"  but,  although  he 
agreed,  his  tone  was  sombre,  even  sad. 

The  ferns  and  bracken  in  the  hedgerows  were 
turning  yellow,  and  the  outlying  brandies  of  trees 
were  showing  the  touches  of  a  golden  autumn,  writ- 
ing its  mark  of  apjMroaching  decay;  lovely,  but 
ominous  of  coming  winter.  They  could  hear  the 
sound  of  men  calling  to  (me  another  in  a  field  not 
far  away,  which  they  yrae  reaping. 

Again  by  a  mutual  impulse  they  rode  in  the 
directicm  firom  which  the  sounds  proceeded. 

Coming  to  the  gate,  Robert  bent  over  and  im- 
lastened  the  catch  with  the  aid  of  his  riding  crop ; 
he  swung  the  gate  open ;  LuciUe  rode  through,  he 
following  on  Moonli^t  Until  they  had  entered 
the  enclosure,  within  the  tall  quick-set  hedge,  Robert 
had  not  noticed  that  this  was  the  very  $eld  in  which 
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•«P««i,  o««ioi,X^. -Lrl^^u  —  n«  bring 

■"oving  taU  i„  r,  ?*^  -Hi   tun  with  nrfft,, 

uigwu  m  the  direction  of  the  h~i„.  .       ' 
""W  doBswem  »)<»..>  i.    x  i  ™og»i  two  or 

Lucille  flushed,  and  f iir«oJ 

w^^th.w^'^':^^-'^^-^., 

Uieoontnuy.wMintererted  .nj       """rtDiny.on 

•    thicks  '  rt«ndin»  *~*'«»  "^ 

lum  last,  on  tue  day  of  fhe  v,-«  •>   %     , 
7  ".»-«=  in  «Jditi„„,  tt^ t,*^'^^- 
^-appointment  .bout  the  .Lm   rf  aTJ-   "^  "' 
Jft  »o  longer  heJd  for  him  Z'.^     '^."  ^ 

^pit...hi„.^jrb2:'Str;fs: 
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oontnst  of  his  own  future  with  that  of  the  Puritan 
farmer  striking  him  forcibly.    The  latter  had  filled  a 
conspicuous,  if  not  a  great  place  in  the  ranks  of  his 
party,  when  that  party  was  the  dominant  force  in  the 
state ;  he  had  seen  the  fabric  which  had  appeared 
previously  strong  and  steble,  crumble  to  ruin,  not 
one  stone  left  upon  another;  hopes  dashed  to  the 
ground,  his  party  abused,  scouted,  its  leaders  banished 
or  dead.    Holden,  himself,  was  like  some  stout  oak 
of  the  forest  which  upreared  its  head  towaids  the 
sky,  long  after  the  sap  had  ceased  to  rise  withm  its 
limbs,  when  tjie  beauty  of  its  strength  and  prime  had 
gone,  and  it  remained  only  an  unsightly  relic  of  past 
vigour.    Darcy,  on  the  contrary,  had  before  him  a 
future  to  which  he  looked  with  hope,  longing,  and 
confidence ;  he  had  won  the  love  of  this  beautiful 
girl,  sitting  gracefully  on  .her  horse  a  few  yards  away 
from  him ;  their  happiness  appeared  assured ;  they 
trusted  and  loved  each  other. 

While  he  thought  this,  Ebenezer  Holden,  who 
had  marked  their  arrival  without  actually  turning  to 
look  at  them,  now  came  in  their  direction ;  he  walked 
heavily  with  a  certain  lameness,  as  if  suflering  fit)m 
some  rheumatic  malady.  Robert  regretted  now  that 
they  had  given  way  to  the  impulse,  which  had  made 
them  ride  into  the  field;  Holden  struck  him,  al- 
though he  felt  ashamed  even  to  own  it  to  himself,  as 
a  bird  of  iU-omen,  some  lonely  raven  croaking  over  a 
landscape,  and  casting  a  shadow  upon  it. 
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It  WM  impoMiMe  now  to  turn  away  without 
•peaking.  Darcy,  in  fact,  moved  his  hone  in  the 
Puntans  direction,  hfting  Moonlighf.  head,  which 
had  been  nosing  among  the  stalks  of  stubble  round 
her  feet 

"  I  bid  you  good-day.  Master  Holden,"  he  said. 

As  he  spoke,  Lucille,  who  was  in  a  reverie,  her 
head  turned  away,  started,  and  swept  her  horse 
round  towards  her  lover ;  she  flushed ;  she,  too,  felt  a 
reluctance  in  greeting  her  father's  tenant. 

Holden's  appearance  was  gloomy,  his  brow  lower- 
ing.  He  did  not  '^move  his  hat,  or  exhibit  any  sign 
of  outward  courtesy  or  greeting. 

«  You  have  come  to  see  the  place  of  your  triumph,  ^ 
he  suggested,  «  when  you  guided  Colonel  Ingoldsby 
to  this  spot.''  ' 

"Not  intentionally,"  Darey  answered,  "the  fact 
was  c^nly  not  in  my  mind ;  I  only  recognized  the 

fidd  after  I  had  opened  the  gate,  and  we  had  ridden 
into  It." 

Holden  grunted,  but  whether  as  an  indication  that 
he  accepted  or  disbelieved  the  statement  was  not  clear 

«I  hope  you  are  satisfied  with  your  handiwork 
young  man?" 

"  To  what  do  you  refer  ?  " 

"The  part  you  took  in  placmg  that  man  of  Belial 
on  the  throne ;  a  disgrace  to  the  country  he  governs, 
to  Ae  manhood  to  which  he  belongs,  a  mke,  a  pro- 
fligate,  a  debauchee,  whom  God  will  judge." 


f- 
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tt^^J^  •"  *'"»'«'»'•  »»M1«  Hghtenrf,  » 
«!•  wu  ^  of  the  ocrapiUon  of  wducing  the  udmU 

U»  to  «^r,  Jl  U..  more  b««««  he  toew  th«,  to 
ta  ta.,  U.  l,^ty  to  hb  »v«dg„  d«h«l  with 

StaMt  i  rt  th.  «m.  time,  be  w«  dWd  l«t  Hold«h 
who  •«  «rt  too  nice  of  .peech,  might  «y  thi™. 
unfit  for  •  young  girr.  hiring.       '        J'      "«• 

^  tegtt  he  «»wer«l :  « It  i.  not  for  yoo,  or  me. 
M«to  Hol<i«,,  to  j«Ige  Hi.  Mejerty ,  we  h.ve  «n: 
duty  to  do  ,n  the  world.  «d  murt  leave  him  to  . 
Higher  Judgment" 

Hdden  Uughed,  the  «mid  wm  not  pI.M.nt  to 

l«rj|k.  tl»  moping  of  .  rurty  «w  on  tough  wood : 

■niOK  who  pl«ed  Ouurle.  Stmrt  on  the  throne 

« yrtnen,   of  hi.  guilt,  „d  will   »ffer  with 

^  fi»d  Itey  with  hi.  eye ,  there  w..  «,mething 
of  freniy  m  h»  look  „  of  .  mind  dirtr.ught.  Z 

r^>     :^'  y^  l"™*  •  ~rt«„  mJ^  over 
th«.  brought  under  the  influem*  of  that  gLoe. 
A  wldier,  M  you  weU  know.  Ifarter  Holden. 
.%.  comm«d^  hi.  «.po„ribility   i,  limited  to 
falfflHs  them  to  the  utmort  of  hi.  dbilit,.- 

Hold™  raw  hi.  gnarled  rtick ;  for  a  moment 
I^e  thought  that  he  wa.  about  to  .trike  Hob^ 
«>d  «bep«t  herhor*forwarf  a.if  dMwould  av^ 
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tlieblow.   Tliii  •<!«<»  turoed  the  PoriUn*!  attention 
upoohenelll 

"You  will  nifler,  too,  RCiitran  Lm,"  he  anerted, 
•*  70U  who  ere  linking  your  fkte  with  thia  num."  He 
pwMd  hii  hand  acroM  hif  brew  with  an  ezpnMtyt 
gerture  as  if  tiying  to  remove  some  doud  from  hie 
▼Won:  "I«eedariidapbeforejouboth;Iieethe 
▼•lley  of  aorrow  and  fear  into  which  you  enter;  I 
«nnot  tell,  perchance  it  may  be  the  'vaUey  of  the 
shadow  of  death/  of  which  the  Pialmirt  •peaiu^'* 

Darcy  glanced  at  Lucille,  and  saw  her  face  blanch ; 
Ebeneter  Holden  had  a  sinirter  reputation  as  a  leer 
of  virion* ;  the  common  folic  credited  him  with  aeooDd 
right,  and  those  above  him  in  sUtion  were  not 
altogether  free  from  the  same  superstition.  Lucille 
remembered  what  he  had  said  of  Buckin^iam ;  now 
it  vas  her  turn,  and  that  of  Robert  Daroy  to  receive 
Holden's  prognostication  of  the  future. 

"  Our  H  ves  and  future  are  in  God's  hands,^  Bncy 
■aid  sternly;  "it  is  not  for  us  to  piy  into  that 
fiiture,  neither  •»-  I  believe  we  have  the  power  to 
do  sa" 

«I  see  what  I  do  see,  and  I  know  what  I  do  know; 
God  has  denied  me  the  joy  of  my  derires;  He  has* 
cut  me  off  from  all  that  life  held  dear;  He  has  left 
me  a  lonely,  blasted  stock,  in  a  weary  land." 

There  was  something  pathetic  in  the  old  man's 
half-sorrowful,  half-fierce  summing  up  of  his  own 
fate,  which  moved  both  his  hearers. 
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"I  M.  wny  we  cme,"  LudUe  atid. 
So  «n  I,  for  your  idte,"  Robert  uuwered  •  «« 
r*-*.  '»r''>  I  ^  »ot  believe  in  HoldenW^. 

^m  «.th«»..  on  other  p«,pU.    Coo^,  ^  ^^ 

ri?^^;^  .•»*«•  of  I^n.'.  h.r«  into  hi. 

^   ^  r',*'^  it  do«.  the  dope  into  al 
"«»;  ito  hedo«l  theg.te  behind  th^.  1^ 

f^  ^  ~^,r  «» t- fl«r«  of  the  iCt^ 

^  the  .ky-Kne  i  he  w«  watching  them  <W 
»<th  the  «n,e  h«d  look  .bout  hi.  eye.  «d  J^ 
lu.  fee.  d»dowed  by  the  b««l  brin.  IthZ^T^^' 
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^'MDINO   AND   PAMIKO 

•ide  by  aide  in  chureh. 

They  had  been  made  man  and  wife  the  previous 
d.y,  in  tte  httle  private  chapel  in  the  park,  by  ««cid 
licence  from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbuiy.    Lu^e, 

hersdf,  would  havepreferredthepari.hchureh.atwhi<i 
Dr.  Ambro«  Fletcher  officiated,  and  where  they  w«nt 
for  service  the  foUowing  day,  being  Sunday ;  but  Sir  ^ 
Evelyn  Lee  had  grown  strangely  feeble  of  late;  it 
was  h„  decided  preference  which  carried  the  day  and 
•etUed  the  W  of  the  wedding.    Sir  Evelyn  loved 
the    chapel    from    its    long   assodation    with   hi. 
ancertotB,  and  also  with  a  spirit  of  thankftUne- 
that  he  had  been  privileged  to  restore  it  to  it. 
pristine  duty  and  use.    LuciUe  loved  it,  too.  but 
Bomehow  felt  as««iation.  attadiing  to  it,  the  migge.- 
tion  of  dark  days  past  which  might  presage^ 
days  yet  to  come,  and  these  thoughts  she  wished  to 
bainsh  from  her  mind  on  that  day  of  all  days  in  the 
year.    She  did  not   want    to   picture    the    secret 
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»«•  t«dy  now  to  yidd  to  it  d«.  h.  1^  r^™ 

-!»»««.  tut  ««dd  not  b.  for  I«»iu^   ^^ 

ror^«. .-  o-  "","*"  •  <*»«»''»  qnenUoumwi,  quit* 
fo.^  to  a,  Evelyn..  ^  ch««t.ri.,ictHLt 

K**^  ftm^y  h«l  been  quit,  wji  t^wl  k. 
jnyd.ci.ion  , bid.  LudU.  Jl,  ber^t  ^"^  .^ 

l^ZT''       ^™  8W«d  cont«,t  to«id  U»l 
more  binding  circlet  wbicb  foUowrf. 
So  it  «^.  .bout  ^  „„  j^,  ^  ^ 

o»y.  •  Sktutday  after  Eatta    tli.  ...^  *^ 

«.  th.  hHgeoning  of  q,ring,  th.  bu»ting  of  hoT 

«^  .bove  tb.  ebn-top,  bu.y  .itb  ^^ 
One    great   diMppointment    h«J   p^^rf    u« 
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«>«ddiqg,tiideMtaoiMtlMMlowovirit,  Udj  Dtatj 

W  found  hOTdf  too  unwdl  to  tmv.1. »  that  RobCTt 
h^  riddm  forth  alone;  Colonel  Dick  IngokMyy  had 
come  to  be  groonuman;  LudUe  was  attended  by 
two  dirtant  ooudnt,  daughter*  of  Loid  Oantona. 
Qtnernl  Monk»  now  Duke  of  Albemarle,  had  aenta 
my  handwme  aapphire  bit)och  a*  a  gift  to  the 

dMghter  of  hi.  old  friend,  and  the  bride  of  his  ktt 
•Wj^»<Mip;  he,hinttelf,  w«.on  the  «w  with  the 
Duke  of  York  fighting  the  Dutch,  siniiter  nunoun 
of  engagements  and  defeats  filling  the  air. 

UiciUe  had  been  dieted  in  white  Mtin  with  for- 
lined  cape  cloak  over  her  rfiouldert ;  she  had  looked 
pMring  fkir  by  the  side  of  Robert  Darcy,  who  wat 
attired  in  blue  velvet,  .lashed  with  sUver,  a  verr 
proper  gentleman,  but  the  bridewnaids,  who  wera 

lively  young  girl,  in  their  teens,  averred  that  he  wa. 
■omewhat  stem  and  -evere  looking  for  a  husband,  not 
the  one  they  would  have  chosen  by  any  means. 

*iJ^^!?*  "''"°''  ****  P^y  ^  ««»«  *^o  »iU»  to 
the  village  church;  Sir  Evelyn,  alone,  wmafaing 
behwd,  not  well  enough  to  essay  the  expedition,  but 
prom«mg  himself  to  be  present  at  an  afternoon 
•ervice,  to  be  held  in  the  chapel. 

Dr.  Ambrose  Fletcher  held  forth  at  some  length 
on  recondite  points,  to  which  Captain  Daicy  paid 
but  smaU  heed,  although  Lucille  had  her  eyes  fixedon 
the  Wade-robed  figure  with  the  white  oavat  and 
bands  throughout  the  discourse,  with  an  appearance 
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ofUft  b.d  «»d.it«l/f.l,,^  written  lU^Zj 

*g|lty  of  won»ri,ood.  «d  i,  «t  «U  upTC^d 

Although  Bobort  did  not  lirta  to  «,  i«., 
««t  to  tt.  good  d«K7~u.-.  polidjp^^ 
fc-rtw M  ffllrf  ^a,  th«kM«J,hich  C^Mt 
-«h.p.rftth,th«byh.,rfd..o„.^^^' 

17     "^    church,    many    wduUtioM    •««. 

folk,  r«ong  of  h.t.  /hm.  tho«  in  higher  Zf 
I-Ue«<«iv«,  itl,  wfth  .  ft^  ««».3;^" 
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^«DW  jou  find  tht  mmon  long.  Ludlkr  Robert 

.If*  *:;*'"  ^  -^d.  'Hth  .ome  prick. 
I  do  not  bdiev,  you  wet.  lirtwUng  at  •U." 

«Inwh.tw»yr-jrrtAekii.w. 
**  I  WM  looking  at  you,  sweethewt" 

1^  Vou  do  not  go  to  chuwh  to  look  at  m«  ?• 
l»v«  had,  or  thall  have.'' 

rtmd.  teto  th.p^,  Wuedc, overfed.. «„ddfa» 

"If.  .  Ml  8«n^y,-  h.  «id.  Uto  .  p,„^  «  „ 
•M  never  foigrt  it,  either  of  lu.- 

JJjr«„„^^aofth.ti«tw™d.d«^t?- 

"N^^k  "^  ?°"*  -"^""^  K««rf.  him. 
Not  with  you;  how  could  I  be  afaud?    We  dadl 
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•^  •«•  by  iidt,  hMid  ta  bwid,  .Iwiw ;  oT  that  I 

•W  MMBld.**  ■    ■    « 

-You  nrnkt  m.  y«7  hi^jjiy.*  b.  umw^nd.  tad 
prHMd  Um  IuukI  upon  bk  arm. 

"Do  jou  know^  ■ht  idd,  «I  wMa  IlUk  Utdd 
whm  thtMwioMMof  abftttkat  tM,  fai  wUeb  tht 
Dukt  of  Albmarl*  wm  ont  of  tht  oomiMiMfan,  tliat 
ypo  mjijit  WMt  to  go;  mpmiMily  wb«  th^  ww 

-Pterhapt  I  ihoakl  l>»^  done,  imckr  othtr  diwim. 

■t««^"  he  wnK»d«l, "  although  I  ■houW  em  pwfcr 
to%bt  by  l^d  than  on  the  watar;  my  old  ina.Ur 
kwii  fighting  for  it.  own  «ka.  Md  cam  littla  on 
which  tltmcnt  the  battle  is  waged." 

-lihottldnot  Ukeyou  to  go,"  Lucille  cried ;- 1 
want  you  to  promiM  ne  you  will  never  ilght  Mab 
in  any  quarrel,  public  or  private."  ^^ 

Wa.  thereadoud  on  the  tky,  or  had  they  cone 
where  the  treei  objured  the  .unahine?  Hie  kodMape 
•B«ed  mddenly  to  Iom  if  brightne«  andbeoome 
darker;  why  did  the  vidon  of  Hie  Oiaoe  of  Buokfag- 
h«n  come  to  Darcy'.  mindVeye  at  this  partic^ 
moment? 

« I  wiU  never  seek  a  quarrel,"  Robert  «dd,  aftir  a 
pwse,  «nay,  for  your  «ke,  sweetheart,  I  wUl  ever 
av^  Uiem ;  more  I  cannot  pn,mi.e,  becau^i  mow 
might  involve  my  honour." 

"Ah!  I  p«y,  Robert,  that  you  may  be  kept  taWy 
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TVy  ■tniek  acruM  Um  |Mrii  towMdi  tht  Abbij. 
OB*  wing  had  bMiiitt«|Mrt  forlhdrftdodvtoMj 

ftjJI- tot«icW  thty  Jh«W  »aia„  at  kiirt  •  wooth 
«fcn  UmT  1^  for  KingKoo. 

LodU*  had  hma  coMtnwd  about  Imt  hihn^ 
ioM^mm,  wh«  .iM  would  t»  no  longw  tuKkr  hk 
wot  A  widowad  coudn,  a  Mn.  Fhmki#nd  Somniw- 
'IH^  W  ar»ng«l  to  .Uj  with  Sir  Evelyn  forioma 
monkhm  until  Captain  and  Mm.  Daity  wturnad. 

WhM  thay  r«chad  tha  hou«.  tht  iwt  of  the  party 
W  not  anrivad  ftwi  church,  having  taktn  a  longar 

wwU  t  It  itiU  wantad  ioin.  half-hour  betof.  tha  fl«t 
wU  would  lound  for  dinner. 

•*  Where  I.  Sir  Evelyn  ?"  Lucille  adied  the  butler. 

•*  I  have  not  leen  him,  madam,  for  the  lart  hour  or 
eo," 

« I  «pect  he  if  Mleep  in  the  libraiy^'' LadUe  com. 
mroted  to  her  hmband.    She  had  folly  expected  her 

fctber'i  greeting  on  their  return,  all  the  mow  that  ht 
had  been  unable  to  be  with  them. 

With  a  light  itep  the  croieed  the  haU  and  tapped 
grotlyattheUbraiydoor.  *^ 

Hieie  was  no  re.pon«.  Nodding  to  Robert,  a.  if 
l»r  original  opinion  was  con6mied,  she  genUy  turned 
the  handle  and  entered  the  room. 

A  fire  wae  burning  in  the  hearth,  but  had  nearly 
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2»t  iU^i  it  had  not  been  nplenidied  for  to™ 
ttai*.  Althou^  Ml  abundance  of  Ion  wm  daoad  in  « 
bwket  cIoM  to  the  hearth. 

Sir  Eirelyn  wa.  half  sitting,  half  mOining  in  hi. 
fevourite  chair ;  a  cat,  which  attached  it^lf  n)eciaUy 
to  him,  was  ritting  curled  up  on  his  knee. 

"We  are  back  again,  fether,"  Lucille  said  in  gentle 
wtm,  intending  to  rouse  him. 

It  was  an  unusual  thing  for  him  to  sleep  in  the 
morning;  he  fiequenUy  did  so  in  the  afternoon  and 
evening. 

Sir  Evelyn  'did  not  stir,  and  there  was  no  ramonse. 

LuciUe  became  alarmed ;  the  sUence  struck  her  as 
ominous ;  a  nervous  feeling  came  into  her  heart  She 
turned  to  ^ee  if  her  husband  had  come  into  the  room 
Jjfter  her,  but  he  had  apparently  remained  in  the 
halL  She  advanced  to  her  father  and  saw  that  his 
head  had  feUen  on  one  side  in  an  unusual  attitude ; 
•he  laid  her  hand  upon  his  arm,  but  he  remained 
qmte  stilL 

Her  worst  foai«,  which  had  sprung  into  being 
dunng  those  few  seconds,  were  realised. 
Sir  Evelyn  Ue  had  passed  to  his  rest 
LudUe  knelt  down  and  buried  her  face  on  her 
father's  knees;   she  was  stunned,  overwhehned;   it 
J^med  as  if  aU  the  moorings  of  her  life  had  suddenly 
beoi  removed,  and  she  herself  was  drifting  in  an 
unknown  sea.    Her  father  had  been  so  much  to  her 
ever  since  she  could  remember;  now  he  was  gone. 
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OCTOIEB  1669. 

Five  yeus  ^  a  half  Uve  paued  dnoe  the  quiet 
wedding  in  the  private  chapel  at  Grangeland,  and 
that  subsequent  discoveiy  in  the  library  ot  the 
Abbey,  which  had  cast  the  first  great  shadow  over 
the  union  of  Robert  and  Lucille  Ducy.  Blany 
things  had  happened  during  these  eventful  years, 
eventful  as  regards  the  State,  and  also  with  respect 
to  the  home  life  of  those  with  whom  we  have  to  do* 
which  cannot  be  set  down  in  detail 

Lady  Dany  had  passed  to  her  rest  in  the  autumn 
of  the  year  in  which  the  wedding  took  place,  lovingly 
tended  by  her  son,  and  the  daughter-in-law  who  had 
been  to  her  even  more  than  she  had  anticipated, 
during  the  months  they  had  lived  under  the  same 
root  LudUe  had  learnt  in  the  experience  of  her 
sorrow  for  her  fether^s  death,  and  in  the  continual 
tending  of  Robertas  mother,  with  its  final  issue,  those 
lessons  which  Providence  intends  should  be  learnt  in 
the  crucible  of  life,  softening,  refining,  purif^ng. 


SUSPENSE  ^ 

two  one  had  been  kTJ       *  J'*"'  between  these 

tt«  "-rter  of  the  hoJ^"^  ™ -» -llwrtion  of 
■»» "rival  hiri^,"^  ""J^-^t  journey,  th. 

forth    wodatedT^.""™*' »»"■<*  !«»«». 
d>4te«r^'^    them^lve,   with    their    R^ 

b«»d  bo«,„  of  CteTt*  *"'?'*"'  •»  «- 

*'«rt.tion  right  to  the  m^tT^  I'?"*""""' 
■»tion  h«J  been  rti^^  TT?^  <*  the  dty ,  th. 

"»"  more  piMed  it.  bZ  T  ^  "^^  "d  J»d 
""^  >*«  the  eyno^  rft.*°  «»  <P»t  m«.  who 
P'riod  of  di«  ,^,  IJ"  "«t^'«  em  t  her 

MonlcDuteofAiWlfTr"*"""-    «*>■»> 

»d. » .pite  of  M^ti^hT.!:  t  -^ 
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DMritiiiM  rirthf  «^  diipcitad  with  her  the  naval 
tnpnamcy  of  the  world. 

Needkn  to  aay^  Robert  Darcy  had  not  looked  on 
unmoved  at  theie  great  crises,  but  he  had  adherad 
to  the  resolution  he  had  made,  and  the  promise  he 
had  given  Lucille  in  the  park  at  Giangeland  Abbey ; 
his  puree,  and  that  of  his  wife,  had  been  freely 
optDtd  to  help  in  the  preparations  and  armaments 
nenesiary  for  the  welfare  of  the  State,  but  his  swoid 
had  been  idle  in  its  scabbard,  save  for  those  exercises 
which  he  stiU  took,  with  Longstaffe  as  his  pteudo- 
antagonist,  m  a  room  he  had  fitted  up  as  an 
armoury. 

From  Kingston  they  had  seen  the  flames  and  dense 
■moke  of  that  huge  fire,  which,  beginning  in  Pudding 
Lane,  at  the  King's  bakery,  ended  in  Pye  Comer, 
after  reducing  half  the  metropolis  to  ashes,  and 
frightening  the  whole  of  it  with  a  panic,  lest  not  a 
rtooe  of  the  great  dty  should  be  left  one  upon  the 
other. 

Captain  Daroy  and  his  wife  offered  open  house  to 
the  fugitives,  and  for  a  time  eveiy  outbuilding  was 
filled  with  valuables,  plate,  specie,  and  furniture, 
farou^t  down  from  London  and  stored  there  in 
safety  under  guard.  Harold,  like  his  mother,  pre- 
cocious in  diildhood,  used  to  watdi  the  bUnng  dty 
with  dist^ded  eyes  and  blanched  face,  asking  strange 
questions,  which  neither  father  nor  mother  was  able 
to  anawer,  implanting  on  his  childish  memory  dreams 


war  .w 
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~>d  TidoiM,  which  rm»dn^  n  impMioii  to  hit 
dying  d«y,  in  good  old  age. 
The  city,  when  once  the  fire  ww  extinguithed  and 

the  dMger  pa«ed.  h«i  «rt  itself  to  repwr  the  diMrter 
inth  BntiA  courage  and  tenacity.    After  a  while 
aft  raiumed  its  usual  colour  and  routine.    Bami. 
fitted  with  gentiemen  in  the  height  of  fadiion.  Ld 
^e«  gaily  dressed  to  match  them,  once  more  came 
down  the  river  from  the  steps  at  Westminster  or  the 
Tower  Wharf ;  the  tinkle  of  laughter,  the  stnun.  of 
lute  and  guitar,  songs,  not  always  too  refined,  com- 
posed  by  Ixird  Rochester,  cr  Master  Wycherley, 
floated  up  to  the  windows  of  that  house  at  Kingst^ 
LuciUe,  when  she  heard  words  which  might  be  repeated 
i7  her  boy,  unwitting  that  they  wei«  not  fitted  for 
dean  tongues,  used  to  close  the  windows  to  shut 
them  out.    Sometimes    Robert    talked   to  her  of 
Fesentetion  at  Court,  and  that  she  should  take  her 
place  in  Society,  befitting  her  rank  as  her  fether's 
dai^hter,  and    her   husband.,  wife.     LudUe   ever 
«««ted  the  idea,  which  was,  indc   1,  made  half- 
h«»rtedly,  for  the  Court  of  Charles  wa.  a  place  in 
which  ^nest  women  and  clean^uled  m  n  found 
litUe  affinity,  and  less  appreciation. 

My  Lady  Castlemaine,  and  her  like,  set  the  fashion 
at  Whitehall,  while  His  Grace  of  Buckingham,  and 
the  other  members  of  the  cabal,  ruled  the  kingdom 
»appmg  its  resources  for  their  benefit,  fearing  neither 
God  nortaan,  exciting  the  disgust  and  ridicule  of  .U 


iv'H!.l 
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Whm  tfc.  month  of  Octol*,  of  tut  TM,  rf -^ 

p~!-  th«.  tut  fct™,  rf  5rt  r^ JJ 

fti»™«  c«npfet.,  to.™„g,  tu.'h.  wT« 
•toort  daUy  to  hit  Uw™.,  Muter  C^ll-!  f 

.  ««.b.r  of  th«,  dH..  haChi.^^ 

Of  rooma.    and    ininin»    *U      *       ~*»    "«    own    SQlte 

One  d.y  in  the  middle  of  October  IW,  i,.j 

ftw  the  totchei  of  «.    i-  l  «*ween,  except 

un  watcd.    Bolbes  ruled  the  roed  •»<.  j.  i. 
tb^"«.d„,niK,mthehighe..m't;:^j'i' 


^^tifef^*!?i*is 


8U8FBN8B  f^ 

••ftwn  tli«bir8rt;gM«tiiohl*dMnotdl«kinto 
i^  It  In  th.  d.riL  No  woumu,'.  honour  or  mw'b 
llfcwMiafe,wholuul  budne«  ahroid  after  tht  iun 

MirtTM.  LudUe  had  pwted  from  her  husband  in 

«ie  morning  with  her  habitual  bright  and  loving 

awweU    kiui   he   was   riding   Sultan,  the   hone 

«which  had  taken  Moonlight*,  place,  a.  the  latter,  hi. 

fcvourite  mount,  wa.  relegated  to  a  peacelUl  old  age 

fa  the  meadow,  at  Grangeland,  or  in  the  rtable.  when 
wfater  Mt  it.  icy  touch  on  the  knd.    Robert  had 

bent  down  from  hi.  «ddle to  wiA  hi.  wife  good-bye; 

•one  of  the  mere  line,  of  hi.  lice  had  dlMumeawd] 
nnJlowed  by  the  quiet  home  love  which  meant  mora 
to  him  every  year;  on  the  other  hand  Ladlle  had 
filled  out,  taking  on  Mfter  contour,  in  the  fbbeM  of 
her  brij^t,  beautiful  womanhood.  The  win  wa. 
■hining  on  the  nnall  courtyard,  at  the  back  of  the 

h«i«,  a.  Darcy  turned  hi.  hor.e  in  the  direction  of 
the  high-road;  agreat  martiff  Uy  at  fuU  length  by 
the  dde  of  it.  kennd,  with  red  tongue  extended 
l*«ay  eyeing  the  retreating   form,   of  horw  and 
rider. 

"You  wiU  be  home  early,  wreetheart?"  Lucille 
caUed,  a.  the  gate  wa.  .wung  back  by  Longrtaft  to 
Admit  of  ^grsM. 

Kobert  raiMd  hi.  plumed  hat  «  Ye.,  without  fidL 
if  God  Willi." 

It  wa.  a  perfunctory  quertion,  and  the  firrt  part 
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\>M. 


'-^"Jt  Of  iw  how      ..  recur  Uw. 
to  tl^  tftwnoon  Ludlle  l»g»n  to  look  <»t  ft»  fc^^ 

»ta  w»  dt««g  .t  wort  with  „  enlwridanrfaL 
pwWoud,.  ^^'  «»  Urn  ,  ftw  d^ 

"e  afternoon  wore  on     Hr  m^^L 

»«*%  venerabl.  in  hi.  loT^trt^  t^^' 
•boTd  h.t  in  hi8  Iwii        'W'«**<»«t;b,h.d. 


I  raBFBNaE  ,^ 

^N^j««thtag  „«,  Urt  k.pt  hta,  h,fcui» 

•■"""f    •'•yougohigoatf-  — ™»ai« 

the  d«T."  ^"''  '"•'  •» 

Giwn  WM  the  teoond  gwdmeri  Ui  wlft  m.  1)1 

ZXt   ,'^-  "^'  """^  «^  »^S 

"•Pff-fc^ty  of .  „«,  du  m«,  klndlT  «ti  In  S! 
"fghhouAood.  ,,»ciJl,  moiTl^llrf 
<ritu  the  houn.     ^^'  ^^^  ""^  connected 

diSjTu"^  '''»°  -^  »«rf  the  hJl  do, 
•hut  behind  the  Doctor.  Ae  would  h.»  nJilJt? 

boudoir —m-Tlr^    »'»'*«"»  rertkw  5  her 
6««4>ir-enied.t«ngely«nJl,,«trirt«l,  Ae^,^ 

wnole  length  of  the  upperput  of  the  hou«.    Ami-. 

^i^S"*  ''r*^  -"-LtendC^ 
thegmw,^  bnn«nce  of  the  .rtificW  fflHu,^ 
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tht  raoh  bdi«  fiiwg,  iiHKkmi,  which  «««  cMl  is 

of  tht  aoor.     Al  inUnrab  wwn  pktnrat  oT  tht 

I*^  «t  M  If  th.3r  w«  looking  at  h^TioJ 
WMmlflg,  tome  ktring;  it  got  upon  h»  nmm 

Omi  wmt  downttain  and  flittad  irramlutalj  fttwi 
room  to  room;  law  that  the UWa  wag  AiUyaimoint*!  * 
for  tha  maal  tha  and  Robart  wodd  hara  togtthtr  as 
■OOP  ••  ha  cama  back ;  tha  happlna*  fa  har  homa^ 
tba  lirt  and  paaoa  of  It,  wa.  aU  oomplaU  but  fer  ooa 
itam;  tha   maatar   waa   not   then,  the  horiiand 

••  1  wWi  he  would  come,"  ihe  kept  laying  to  her- 
•■1^  *«I  cannot  thfak  what  i»  keeping  him." 

Another  hour  paand  which  teemed  like  thieet 
die  went  up-etaln  agafa  and  put  on  a  long,  fbr- 
Mnrf  doak,  whidi  had  a  hood  to  It  ihe  couM 
throw  ow  her  head.  ITiue  equipped,  the  went  out 
Into  the  yaid.  spoke  to  the  great  dog.  who  roee  to 
greet  her. 

By  this  time  it  was  quite  dark,  the  night  promM 
tobertormy;  the  opened  the  door  of  the  etahlee  and 
looked  in,  there  were  halfni^oaen  stalla  fa  aU,  four 
occupied  by  the  strong  coach-hones  which  wen  used 
when  they  drove  together,  or  passed  ftt>m  Kingston 
to  Orangeland ;  then  came  her  own  beautifol  man, 
Helen,  which  Bobert  had  given  her  almost  immedl- 


««w  wjow,  and  whlnnW.    LodU-  mm*  «^      i 

^^^^]!^t^  «- 'Hth  Wf  .tt^tion. 
^^^^  HI      »t«ungf^for   mnrnd,   whJd,   did    not 


p-l-trtdlw«cHninoi»Ij«„pt. 

Mfng  without  .|«Udng  to  himiA^^^ 

^^^  ««a.te.    H..  too,  wmdmd  A,  did  not 
/"•^'»»%'8^oneofth.o„t«d. 


TRB  Esmt  noNn 


HdAM-hwr  lint  by.  Locflk,  b  ipHi  ofW 
w«  •»!>»  «t  chUW.  8bt  wiOk.!  op  «a  alml^ 
•wiJootUjr  fUmpiog  Imt  M  to  itfton  Umjt 
dmiliitkiii. 

AtJMtl  A  •cwnd  came,  hrought  by  the  wind  to 
her  mn,    Hmrn-hooh  wa«  cnnii^  her  war,  akmc 

U»  high.i«d,  iKrt  nipWly,  but  i^aoMifU  mi  waS 
rkh  wbm  the  wmy  wm  cUrk. 

The  iBMtiff  bajed;  be,  too»  hMl  beud  the 
•oond. 

LudlkWt  temptMl  to  go  forwf.id  end  gmt  the 
«H«iw,  but  there  wee  a  danger  he  ioigfat  etrikt 
•f^herfathedarkiwi,  th«m.gdn.  it  might  not 

hi  her  hurfmnd,  for  the  wed  wae  .  public  one.  ttd 
Wto  a  la^iijg^tage  on  the  11mu»«.  a  ooopk  of 
hundred  jarde  lower  down. 

'Hit  rider  came  into  dght;Lucmentt«^acrrot 

^;  the  reoogniied  the  white  ttockingi  of  the  hone 
nit. 

Her  huebaod  rode  op ;  he  teemed  to  be  wieiy,  not 
wtting  bdt-tjpright  a.  he  oMaUy  did.  bat  bending 


Then  ihe  «aw  he  had  lomething  in  hie  anu.  He 
cmne  doie  to  her  dde,  but  made  no  exclamation  of 
Mopriie,  or  ■aUaftctian  at  leeiqg  her  then^ 
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"•■■1  Lodlb  hfa  bonlM. 
>  "^•'W*rftajauD.oywb«,iOMthlB«<H»im» 
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A&ucn 

Lwcnxi  stood  tnuisfized  with  astonWimcnt,  and 
mii^Ung  with  it  a  sense  of  repulsion,  a  pang  of 
•cwiething  like  jealousy,  beyond  her  power  to  under- 
rtand  or  define. 

"Whom  have  you  there,  Robert?"  she  asked. 
The  tone  of  her  voice  surprised  herself;  it  wasshaip, 
ahnost  shriU;  the  long  suspense  and  fear  of  the 
afternoon,  the  new  sensation  when  she  saw  the 
burden  her  husband  held  against  his  breast;  these 
things  had  gone  to  aflfect  the  timbre  of  her  voioe^ 
and  make  it  other  than  usual 

For  answer  Robert  bent  down  and  laid  the  girl 
hi  his  wilfe^s  arms,  which  she  held  out  in  obedience  to 
the  mandate  in  his  eyes,  but,  again,  with  a  feeling  of 
repulsion.  At  the  same  time  she  noted  how  white 
her  husband  looked,  and  that  he  moved  stiffly, 
as  if  in  pain.  Sultan,  too,  hung  his  head,  ahnost 
touching  the  cobbles  with  his  muzzle,  as  if  tired 
with  the  double  burden. 
A  great  curiosity  swept  Lucille  to  scan  the  face  of 
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■m  •  toucb  dw  moved  bwk  the  cloek.  -kiJ, 

W~uiig  attr«ctiv«n«,  which  comei  with  wnth  «d 
»od«ty,  «Kl  no  doubt  would  be  enh«J^  ^^ 
other  circaiiMtanni*  h.         ^  .      """«»>  under 

ta  ■  J^  ""  that  of  the  «lddl.Jl3 

nevT  I^TlJT  •*     ^^^  •!«  knew,  h«l 

«™r  I«,ked  upon  «oth.r  wo««u.  beride.  h^ 

"«.  k«.  or  even  «hni„tion,  luri  eert^niTX 

newt .  inrtead  had  oome  much  compunction,  th^f  .1^ 

m}^        ^«*^P«»  too,  the  recoUection  of  her  own 
""JTor,  and  the  tale  if  f«u  ^* 

abe«nt  fm«,  t      ii  ,  *°*'^'  '^^'^  »«*  altogether 

^l^^. "  '"''"^'7  ^"^^  ^^  moment 
Robert  dismounted  alowlv  nn^  f kL    xi.       .  *""• 

S«It«  to  one  of  the  .t:Sl,thot:le"""  *" 
«*  p«k  u*       1  "•"  come  up. 

give  U^  .  :  *'°™  r*^^'"  "«  *~ted.  "«d 
K»ve  mm  a  warm  mash.'' 

«  Yes  sir." 


»^- 


ty. 
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«•  THE  Omt  noNET 

Aw-  T^iTT  .    ^  ^""  tofrthw  tnranb  tha 

ooor,  LucOk  hrfnim  t)u  at.!  —  it  <. 

^^yj^  ""V**  «*•  »»i.  ••  If  die  WW,  » ttad 

«P»»  It,  with  hi,  hub  in  a  whirl 

h.'tLTr'?  »"^  ^i"  wd  hi.  wift  uurt 

">•   w«   hurt   to   ««,e   w«v,    bat   whrth»   ™u 

Jl^^y  H»to«^  „  pb^L,.  J-^ ';^r 

JWhrt  1.  the  mtto,  with  ^d«,  hoAirf,. 
"A  d^t  ««tch,  nothing  of  «,  «»«,„.»* 

M  won  as  you  have  seen  to  the  girl  ?♦* 

"Yea,  of  coiu»— immediately.'' 

^y  pawed  through  the  doorway  and  entered  the 
P«Mge  leading  to  the  fit,nt  haU.    ^™*°**^«>« 

**»^    iier    own    maid.      Together    they 
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/ 
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^*aU«  hurried  back  to  K^  k    u    ^ 

;:;»*  •<«*«.  out  ovn^H^"*  '^'-«' 

He  smiled  down  upon  her  but  tfc-  ««i 
«d  than  any  tean.  *^^'' *^  **»«  "»^ '^  mow 

"Nay,  wife,  I  have  not  vet  had  flw. 
«^  telling  you ;  „d  never  Cr^ut-  "^'"^'^ 
-e,  have  I  kept  aught  back  fi:^  t^  "J^^  J- 
1  knew  mjKlf.'-  "«>■  JTOi  of  the  tUngi 

I^cille  looked  into  hi,  eyw.  «.  .1, 
mentJly  what  he  had  Mid  .^  '  ™'*  "» 

"Perience  which  W  Z;^  >     '""'^  "  "^"'  *^ 
kept  nothing  b«kXm  .'"  '™*  *^y  l-d 

t<«ether,  they  h«l  met  thlSlu  "'"^   *^«» 

*«  ^uide.  L  JTJ^!"  ope"  f«e.  *o„hte 
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Sm  laid  inr  hand  vpm  hb  dioulder ;  he  winoed 
at  her  toudb. 

**  You  are'hnrt !  **  she  cried,  **  wounded ! — there  has 
been  a  fight?"* 

"It  is  nothing,^  he  resptn^ed,  **a  toudi  of  my 
Lord  Deviiea'  sword  which  will  soon  heal.""  He 
stopped  abruptly,  a  contraction,  almost  a  spasm, 
passed  across  his  mouth ;  he  gulped ;  after  a  minute 
or  two  he  went  on :  "He  paid  fw  it,  I  am  afraid, 
with  his  hfer 

Lucille  started  back  with  horror.  The  announce- 
ment came  so  abruptly  that  it  produced  the  more 
efiect;  those  were  days  in  which  duels  took  place 
daily;  in  which  blood  was  shed  like  water;  but  these 
two  had  lived  a  quiet  life,  away  from  the  moil  of  tlra 
streets,  the  stress  of  jealousy  and  faction,  the  fruit 
of  rapine  and  lust. 

"You  killed  him!"  Lucille  screamed  and  drew 
back  a  little  from  him ;  it  jarred  upon  her  to  think, 
that  the  hand  which  had  so  of^en  clasped  hers  was 
dyed  with  a  man^s  life-blood. 

"  Else  should  I  not  be  here,"  he  remarked  gravely, 
not  failing  to  notice  her  gesture ;  "  and  that  poor 
child  would  have  been  left  to  a  fate  worse  than 
death." 

"  Then  she  was  the  caiise  of  it  all  ?  "  Lucille  asked, 
and  something  of  the  feeling  she  had  had  before  came 
back  to  her. 
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Aft«r  .  ptow  Bobert  aid:   «i  i.^  ^^^  ^ 

G<rf  ■>«  bought  .  g«.t  «d  unap^tribTl 
"Pjm  us  «Kl  «  .hiUl  h.ve  to  bei.,  ftS^l,  .   ** 

«•  tone  w«,  very  Md  Md  «,Ien„,  oonwrim, 
forebod..^  t.  the  h^  of  hi.  lirt««,.  ^^ 

"Tell  me  all,"  she  nid,  "all  i" 

"It  would  not  be  right  of  me  to  k«»,  it  bwk  •  1 

Reld^  th«.  I  expected  to^y,  he  h«J  pape,.  to 
^t  me  about ;  «,me  difflculty  a.  to  ^^^ 

of  p«t  of  the  property  we  Mopurchaaing.  When  I 
left  h,.  hou«  it  wa.  alr«„ly  d«l,  -on^than^' 
owmg  to  the  cloud,  in  the  .ky.-  ^ 

"  I  noticed  it,"  Lucille  an.weied 

l«d  orfy  ndden  a  couple  of  hundred  yard.^  „ 
^^JTl  '*""?"1  '^  ""~  ■'»-'  -^^  by  t^' 

ne.^  feanng  to  lame  h,m,  the  read,  being  «  breken 
«other  hour  was  lost  befo„  I  could  st^  afi^  „n' 
2J^y^^  I  '»ve  „ot  been  in  LondonTLu 

to  find  that  even  the  principal  st«et.  we«  gi^ 
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toffMigiofiiMiieWdcntljoiieTildeedainttnt  Old 
Oliver,  wfaom  God  knows  I  did  not  lorv,  wodd  Imm 
BMdt  ihort  work  with  many  of  thm;  howovw,  I 
looMQtd  mj  fwoid  from  itf  fcablMud,  and  took  cmo 
to  hato  a  weU-primod  piftol  readj  to  ay  hand. 
Onoe  a  toach  was  laid  on  Sultan's  bridle,  bat  when 
my  assailant  saw  I  was  ready  to  deal  him  a  blow,  he 
made  off,  with  a  curse.** 

**  Oh  I  Robert ! "  Lucille  excIaimed,^«yoa  shall  not 
ride  after  nightfidl  alone  again ;  why  did  yon  not 
take  Longitailb  with  yon?"* 

*<I  am  qot  likely  to  have  the  chance,  sweetheart,** 
he  answered  grimly;  «the  worst  is  yet  to  oome ;  I 
was  in  a  street,  I  cannot  name,  never  having  passed 
through  it  before  that  I  know  of ;  I  was  following 
the  direction  the  farrier  had  given  me  when  I  heard 
the  shrill  cries  of  a  girl  in  great  distress.* 

Lucille  was  listening  breathlessly;  she  hdd  her 
hand  on  her  fast-beating  heart. 

Robert  proceeded :  "IgaUoped  in  the  direction  of 
the  sound  as  fast  as  I  could,  and  found  three  men, 
with  a  maid  in  the  midst  of  them,  in  a  waste  spat 
between  two  shops,  which  were  shut  and  dark.  ITiey 
had  muffled  her  head  with  a  doak,  and  were  dragging 
her  along ;  I  could  distinguish  her  light  dress  among 
their  dark  habits  and  the  slightness  of  her  form,  as 
now  and  again  the  cloak  disclosed  it.  I  gpamd 
Saltan  into  the  midst  of  them,  and  bade  them  stop."* 
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-You  could  do  nothing  d«,  Bolwt,  brfag  wliat 

**  Y«i,  swMthMtft,  I  ahould  do  it  again  in  daikr 
^««^»rtwcea;  I  fed  that;  altl^ 
it  Hmk  wen  three  tword*  directed  at  me  in  a 
trioe^and  inetanUy  there  waea  clash  of  etael  ae  «e 
thwrt  and  parried  enough  to  waJce  the  Seven 
8»ep«»ofEphe«tt.  I  wae  mounted ;  th«y  wew  on 
foot ;  Sultan  answered  to  my  touch  at  if  he  had 
been  a  war-hone,  broken  and  trained.  I  received  a 
•light  wound  in  my  ahoulder,  but  the  midiman 

«pojed  hie  bwart ;  and  the  othem  p«d,^  upon  «.. 
my  hfe  being  in  jeopardy,  I  took  advantage  of  my 
opportunity  and  pa«ed  my  Made  through  his  side. 
As  the  man  fell,  a  voice  I  seemed  to  lecogniae 
cried:  'God's  Uood!  he  has  killed  my  Loid 
Deviaes';  the  two  others  ran  to  the  wounded  man, 
so,  bending  over,  I  took  the  chance  to  swing  the 
maid  to  my  saddle."* 

-My  b»ve  Robert,''  Lucille  cried,  -who  could 
W*me  you  for  what  you  did  in  selfniefence.  and  in 
^tection  of  that  poor  child."  For  now  LudUe's 
heart  went  out  to  her,  remembering  how  young,  and 
tender,  and  modest  she  looked,  lying  in  the  great 
four-post  bed,  as  she  had  left  her;  her  feding  was 
widdy  different  from  what  it  had  been  when  sha 
first  saw  her  in  her  husband's  am. 
"TTie  watch,"  Robert  went  on,  "hearing  theclash 


't 
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*wn  the  flrtt.     He  laid  •  «fi«  I*  «  ^ 

•vir.  "*"  >»  on  th.  wMl  to  the  block.' 

«*k—   ^^  *°*"  °***^  *t  jour  handt.'    TK- 

•*^  «»»thing  to  Hi.  G«,,  to«Z  tt^ 
"^  upon  th.  bod,  of  thdr  ^omp^^TZ  ho^ 

D«7Audder«l„he,^U^,^  *"'■ 

^*°* '"•^  «««  tishtly  the  h«rf.  which  w,„ 


■■'     f' 


.^y«ifcfclJfe4fc,bW...' 


3«^..?i 
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wrtfag  on  his  kntt,  bat  «dd  nothing;  hu  hmH  ww 
too  ftiU  for  wonis. 

•'Hit  watch  qnirtioiMd  nio,*ht  wont  on.  -bat  I 
»«*Iy  itplW,  that  I  had  raeuMl  the  maid  ftom 
■oni«  m«i  who  were  trying  to  cany  h«  off.  Oneof 
*»»•  watch  recognised  the  girl  to  be  the  daughter  at 
ft  fbrrier,  who  dealt  much  with  the  gentlemen  ot  the 
Coort;  the  tradesman  he  knew  to  have  left  homo- 
he  believed,  on  an  errand  to  foreign  parts.  Doubt- 
teMthe  whole  thing  had  been  planned  and  the  giH 
««>yed  out  on  some  pretext  or  other.    Ai  there 

•eemed  no  one  to  take  care  of  her,  and  the  watch  gave 
hw  an  exceUent  name  as  a  weU-behaved.  modert 
gHI  brought  her  on  here  to  thy  protection,  sweet- 

"  And  who  it  to  protect  you,  Robert?**  iLe  ex- 
dwmed.  «»Hi.  Grece  of  Buckingham  hatee  yoa 
•*n«dy;  he  is  high  in  ikvour  with  the  King, 
•nd.  M  I  have  heard,  not  one  to  foigive  or 
ftttget." 

"I  had   best  flee,**   Dairy    answered   gloomily; 
justice  IB  but  a  mockery  in  this  land,  else  would  I 
•Wde  by  it     I  wiU  get  across  to  France  untU  thi« 
•ffair  blows  over,  and  happier  days  come.*' 

"Nay,**  LuciUe  answered,  "in  Frence  they  will 
give  you  up,  if  King  Charles  asks  for  you.-  Then 
ft  sudden  thought  struck  her;  «Why  not  ride  to 
Grangeland,  and  lie  hid  in  the  secret  room  behind 
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u.-dTIIiS^K'?.""  "*^'  »«n^  •»-«»«««  br 

-ftt^?*  »*•  of  Buckingh.,,,.. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

TOWKE  AKD  8ENTENCX 

On  the  Mowing  day  Mistress  Darey  was  confined 
to  her  bed  with  great  dizziness  and  nausea;  she 
strove  to  r^se,  longing  to  go  to  her  husband,  or  at 
any  rate  find  out  for  herself  wha  was  happening, 
but  it  was  a  physical  impossibility. 

In  the  afternoon  she  was  sufficiently  better  to  be 

partially  dressed  by  her  tire-women,  and  to  sit  on 

a  fauteua,  with  her  feet  supported  by  a  footstool 

Nothing  had  been  heard  of  Robert  since  the  previous 

night;  Longstaffe  had  ridden  ofl",  by  his  mistress's 

orders,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs,  and 

bring  back  a  report ;  he  had  not  yet  returned.    The 

suspense  and  alarm  which  Mistress  Daroy  felt,  and, 

to  a  lesser  extent,  her  whole  household,  may  be 

better  imagined  than  described.    Ck)ming  on  the  top 

of  aU  she  had  gone  through  the  day  before,  it 

brought   about   a    paralysis    of  her   spirits;   she 

seemed  incapable  of  thought,  as  her  body  was  of 

action. 

Dr.  Ambrose  Fletcher  did  his  best  to  express  and 
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rtimuUte  a  feeling  of  hope;  had  it  not  been  for  hi» 
advanced  age,  he  would  have  gone  hinwelf  to  seek 
for  information.  Harold  asked  continuously  for  his 
father,  and  was  not  altogether  satisfied  when  he  was 
told  he  was  away  on  business.  The  child  had  no 
doubt  heard  some  of  the  whisperings  of  the 
servants. 

So  the  long  day  wore  on,  until  the  curtains  were 
drawn  about  the  windows  and  candles  lighted  in  the 
sconces.  The  feeling  of  home  comfort,  the  luxury 
which  surrounded  Lucille  only  served  to  intensify 
her  despondency;  she  thought  of  the  happy  yeara 
which  lay  behind  her,  of  her  husband's  constant  care 
and  attention ;  where  was  he  at  this  moment  ?  A 
prisoner !  doubtless,  suffering  all  the  rigours  of  con- 
finement ;  suffering  most  of  all  in  the  isolation  from 
those  he  loved,  in  the  thought  of  what  lay  before 
him,  the  serious  charge,  and  its  more  than  possible 
dSnouement, 

As  Lucille  thought  of  these  things  she  covered 
her  face  with  her  hands  and  burst  into  tears,  an  ex- 
hibition of  feeling  so  unwonted  with  her  that  it 
filled  her  servants  with  alarm ;  yet  was  it  the  best 
thing  that  could  have  happened,  affording  her  relief, 
and  when  she  had  dried  her  eyes,  strength  and 
fortitude  had  been  given  her  to  bear  what  was 
coming. 

At  about  the  same  hour  of  the  clock  that  Captain 
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^  be  d,o«,  to  her  ^,0,  in,„>«iUt,^^ZZ 

^J.«»8  to  he,  b«i..  .„d  th«,bbi,«  i,  her 
.^Ptaffe  related  in  hi,  Umt&sbio^^t 

F^r^ofL-^x;?:!^ 

vqrhim.sig^JtofoUow.    He  hadZTlo  Z" 
-er^^ae.,  had  re^,«,  .  ^."-^e^; 


lV»r?h*:F 


TOWER  AND  SENTENCE  SQ9 

With  eager  and  trembling  Bngen,  Lucille  tore 
it  open.    It  ran  as  follows: 

**  Dearest  heart-of-my-life,— I  am  writing  this  by 
the  kind  consent  and  connivance  of  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromby,  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  whom  God  reward 
for  his  goodness  to  me.    I  was  brought  up  at  Bow 
Street  this  morning,  on  the  King's  warrant,  signed 
hy  His  Majesty  in  person,  accused  of  the  murder  of 
my  Lord  Devizes.    His  Grace  of  Buckingham  was 
present,  sitting  on  the  bench  by  the  magistrate,  and 
indeed  directing  the  proceedings.     He  is  very  bitter 
against  me.    I  had  to  confess  to  the  fact  that  the 
lord  Devizes  died  by  my  hand ;  but  when  I  would 
have  offered  my  defence,  the  magistrate  closed  pro- 
ceedings, and  committed  me  to  take  my  trial  at  the 
Court  of  His  Majesty's  Bench.    I  am  informed  that 
the  case  will  come  on  shortly.    Thou  must  be  up 
and  doing,  sweetheart;  and  get  Master  Graythorpe 
to  help  thee,  so  that  we  may  make  the  best  defence 
possible.     Yet  do  I  doubt  the  result ;  for  my  enemies 
are  all  powerful,  and  they  do  propose  to  bring  this 
affair  to  an  issue  which  shall  compass  my  undoing. 
Yet,  pray  I  with  the  Psalmist  of   old:    *Inclina 
Domine,  aurem  tuam,  et  exaudi  me  :  quoniam  bops 
et  pauper  sum  ego.    Custodi  animam  meam,  quoniam 
sanctus  sum ;   salvum  fac  servum  tuum,  Deus  meus 
sperantem  in  te.' 
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toying  hutband,  ''^  ''*"«^  ?»/•  thj 

Ten  day,  p«rf  .^^  ^^  „,..,. 

"d    tender   letter,  d.™  of  T^T        ""'  '"'' 

tjo  ".-ye^  g^e™,;"^^^"^""*"-  With 
Mutin'.Keld.,  but  twice  a^k^  *°'"«  '"  ^^ 

-•-  the  Tower  wtbJr4e:i"«  *^  «""^« 
«»««ve  «ched  doorwav  Ihl  T^.  '"'*™^''  "» 
'IK  the  thickneJT'wW  h "::"  f'  "■"■  ■"  "W 
"»«11  window  iutted  o„f  T  '^"^  *■»«  «"> 

•"do^are   towarf,  W  Hi^   !■"».  fi»m    thei, 
-ved  to  accentuate  tteL^ii'^    ""*    """"P 

i'-»'-'^  under  :EtKrr 

"".  con«,ou»e«  of  hi,  .nnocen^td  ttit^^ 


TOWEB  AND  SENTENCE  m 

«ly  !»<>-»   (With  fa  God  pitted  .  h«d,- 
dow^wluch  might  h.v.  «rioudy  undem.i,«d  h„ 

a»  thfag  lh.t  «upri«d  both  the  Uwyen  nd 
M«tr«  D^  ,„  the  fcct  th.t  Anne  Pemhenr, 
thegirl  Hob«*  had  ««ued  ««)  bmught  home.  hS 
been  mmmoned  by  the  Attomey-Geneml  to  .ppe., 
•t  the  Court  on  bchrif  of  the  prowcution. 

Th  girl  h«l  recovered  her  bodily  hedth  to  a  «re«t 
extent,  but  her  mind  wa.  .tiU  weak  and  confoled. 
She  h«l  grown  to  be  much  .tt«hed  to  Mi.t«. 
D«y  who  had  diown  her  great  lcimfae«and  con- 

W  firther  I»d  not  yet  returned,  «,d  the  pe^L  Jho 
W  been  left  m  charge  of  hi»  hou^hold  wL  ill  of  a 
low  fever,  requiring  tendance  heiwlf.  Marter  Gay. 
th0T»,  „d  rtth  him  the  «,„n«l  he  had  engage^ 
had  regarded  Am«  Pembery  a.  the  principal  ^tn« 
onCap,«j.Da«y.behalf,and  even  ^e  Uw^.^ 
not  »ggert  by  what  ingenuity  her  evidencj  „»ld  be 
made  to  teU  on  the  other  side. 

I  "^.^^  "I  ""^  "^''^  •'  ■"'•    !-•>«"«  had  not 
dn.t  throughout  the  night;  her  beautiful  &ce  ™ 

B»b«t  Dany,  too,  Aowed  rign,  of  what  he  Z^ 
^  through,  rtr^id,  of  grey  appeared  in  hi,  hair 
Tf  ^  T^^  otherwise  he  bore  him«lf  with 
that  calm  dignity,  that  quiet  «lf.«»pcct  ^  con- 
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»"  more  didKvelW  tluu,  u«JT,V  t   .'T'~«' 
hi"»df  for  thi.  undert!ki„Tr  " '""  ^  ?"■»«« 

•ho  tod  him  ,iu. .  Zdyt!^T^  ^  P-^^. 
ITie  Duke'.  «id«!!r  *^^™«'""*- 

Captain  Robert  Darcy,   whom    k    P"***  a»»«>veped 

on  to  hi.  «ddle;  theyioUrfe^T  i^';^^*'" 
n-ud.  whereupon  .woi  w^eT  °    ""^  "^  «» 

^;^  beiug  pie^d"  7J^  ^ZT  aT ' 

»^  w«  U«  .gg^,  th««gho„rt  ^'^" 

friend.  «U„g  only  i„  «lMefo^,    '  "»  "<»  l>« 

M«ter  Sawyer  did  «,k  Hi.  Gnu*  .bout  fk  .•._. 

who  w..  p„«,e,  ,h  the^:^"^*-"t 

he  "  w«  ,  rtange,  „,,  V,       "^'  "uwwered  that 

•tt~ted  by  thHoi*  ttft  t^  ™  "P"  "-  """"ht 

•hould  not  Low  wl     """«  ^  «>  dodced  he 
»ot  know  him  agau,,  «„,  i„  U^ 
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to  come  up,  Hii  Grace  avemd  wi*u        [  .       ^^^ 

•*he  knew  of  •  ^r^Zf  f^  ^T* ''^•"'™*^' 
help  he  honed  *     ,  7*^"  *^^"«  bj.  with  who« 

^^^  "w    my  Lord   Devi«,   broughl    to, 

with  aome  relurtmce.  '**"' 

gi^l"^'^^""*^  ""'*  «""'<'J«n~«»  being 

~r  "  *™«»«  «lo«  to  the  M„f  „/  1. 

•™«.  they  W  h^-,        f*?"*  *^  '"^  of 
,  •  "•*'  "^  ""Jy  found  the  pmoner  in 


^^  THl  KDfov  8I0NET 

^  dock  with  th.  girt  ,„h^ 

•*«7.  not  knoiHnir  muid«r  K..MrL       '**^"«  Wf 

•Tidmce.  "«»™W  It  »«•  not  «ln,Whlt  « 

1*»  I«rt  witoM,  WM  Anne  Ftanberr  h««lf    «. 
W  b-n  .letlng  .t  Mi.t».  W^^Lf?* 
I*  iupported  lo  th.  box,  ,h«7JL     ^        ^  "^ 

"My  Lord,  «d^g  th,  .^.^^  of  thi.  _^ 
P™*  I  '"11  not  debun  her,  excent  t»  jL^ 
qu-ti,™  „  A^y  „  po-iWe.^   f  -k  three 

lo  seemed  to  '*^ 


■low 


jury, 


court  to  signify  awent 


TOWBH  AND  OKITOCE  ,„ 

nighir^^   ^'"^"""••'""•youM.oo  tut 

•^»  th.  h«».  of  Cptri„  Bolwt  Dto-. 
»fe  Attorney  th.,™p„„  «t  dowiu^" 

•  D«v»  Um  Mine  comidenitJoii  A»  >t.i 
-"  of  my  cU«,L  I  1     K^  '■""••  «^  '»««• 

th.  wy  .V  buZi[-'^  ^  "«.  to  my  feu,^  i, 

Mr.  Attorney  turned  «iid  iiodd«l  ..  .k- 
to  the  Urtrta.  dtti«g  by  hb^  !5  *"  ~P~* 

"**»  Sawyer  tried  agun  • 

•^""w^^to-nsi^r"-- 

^^^  w  ao  with  trying    to  cany  joa 

^  ^  'i«g  for  the  answer,  on  which  so 


^  THl  KINOV  8I0NET 

«^.«ndi«mi«d  like  to  hint  *~ /T /**«  » «>•' 

«»  luwer  of  the  court  had  to  wp^t  the  w«^ 
*V7  weft  w  low:  «i  fc,^  .««.^^  *^*^ 

^4/****  ^"y*  ••*   down  M  one  hefl^.   %m 

«««  -r.  met  oTtCTucS  t  r"^  ""^  "» 
The  itmr  K.^  ,      command  both. 


•■>     Olf'^WilF 


h 
I 


TtJWEK  AND  8BNTTOCE  „ 

*^  WOttth  want  A*^ 


CHAPTER  IX 
A  nurruu  oeand 

I«l  .wf  .       ''"''  pronounced.    Luci'le  w>. 

It  WM  .I„o.t  night  by  the  time  .he  .nVed  . 
cniil  air  came  un  fWii»,  *i.     •  *"»  • 

l^_he«t..th  the  b.«.d  which  ™„cMth„:::;^t 

Dr.   Ambrose    Fletcher   had   been    h.  K.      -j 

own  heart  sank  even  while  hehn^  ^^P^.  hu 
and  to  «u««»«f  ♦!.  *      .  ®°  ***  comfort  her, 

•"«  lo  suggest  that  such  a  travM+ir  «r  •    x- 

not  take  ph»ce  in  Enirland     H  V""*'**  "°"^^ 

^  noblelr  Ha„;tf  whf  ^"^^^1^^^^^^ 

^v^  P"d  the  last  penalty  under  the  open  Vault 


J79 


A  raUlTLESS  ERRAND  „„ 

could nof4?l*.'"'^,"!''"«-  -  dight..nd 
•U-Po^pfia  fi^™  irr    """  ■-Jo  •««•««  the 

»o«nt  p»ttlin«  ^        .     *«"  mud.  fion.  ihe  u.- 

wroKi  and  even  his  .ister  UmA  «,. 

"  Would  fkther  return  t  keTf^  .        ''"""™ ' 

'l-^  indeed  rX^*:-™ ^ j"^ «* Vufc. 

»«  fctber.  h«l  been  «Jwt  ^         T"^'  "^ 
»«rihle  blow  feuTtwl,?  ""?  ,"*'  ^"^  *^ 
A.  for  Anne  plCfT"  f  ""*  ^^^y- 

-d-jt^d  wh.t^::':s:rj"  - '''^"-.  -^ 

•he  would  have  «.«     T  ?  *""  "^^  »'  the  trial : 
•nd  conftrion  of  ^77       '^''^^^'^ 

No-  tut  it  -« tTurir-s'  l^"  **^ 

without  hedtation    tl«^  ^™  *'''«** 

Cpt-n  Robert  wL"«v"T  "'■  """■"  "« 
•he  aedfiomthoT^^  '"'''"'«*"'»» 

-s^.rtrrhrsjen™"'''^^-' 

—  o.th,Z,uU-«'^2:^«P^or^ 


fllj 


aao 


■"ffi  SING'S  SIGNET 


«•««  of  the  outer  ^'t^t  *'~'**^  '^  8»»t 

»"trtout«Udeject«lC.I^  r    '"''^""• 
thdrattitude  «e,aJt:.      '^''«'P'°8'*»"lde«, 

"Ou.  I  bel:S.^"^;:'"■'"'"•"«^•'• 
6Mce?"Mi,ta;,^]^^f  *^  "»  P««n«  of  Hi. 

«l7m  M^lf°"  "^*' ■»•*"  ?" 

but  she  winoedT  «^T?^*  **'*^  "'^'»  »«»ie, 

previously.  ««m«tion  it  had  a  short  time 

"'".-ifeofC.pt.u.B^^^^^,^^^^ 


A  FRUITLESS  EHRAND  «, 

«»»P  when  he  marched  fi«m  RiTf  ^      '  '"*^*^- 

G«.weu  bowed  di;^^^"^^^::^^^^^^^^ 

««J«n,  I  .erved  under  the  cL  •        T    ^  ''*"' 
GenenU's  orders  from  K-  '^^"'  *°*^  *«>^  «»« 

4l^"^.I^*^^PP««edP"rf,e  asked. 
^  Jes,nu.Um.^U,bitter  „^t;  fewhavereitt 

"  I  am  Ai,  unfe-  she  said  simply,  as  if  th**    i  ^ 
her  on  a  pinnacle  of  grief  alone.     *  ''^^^ 

"  Tru^madam ;  none  can  fed  as  you  do  - 
Hi.  Majaty."  """»»<»  Hong  w  gnat  with 

"yh.b»d.  We  h«g,  rjur'to'^i:"": 


"■  THE  DNOTB  8IGNST 

■Ht  t»  build  upoo  ,t.  J^    ^liL  '  •*'  ^ 

old  *rv«tld  tlT^  l."""^"*"    ^ 

«*• -ithtti.  JXZ  «°^«™«  »»»  «»fit  to 

•onow;  her  &ce  lad  ,^7  "^'*>«d  bfher 
•  flho.  lent  to  h«  S^^  ^^ 
*™»«  oU  that  dK,  endu«d  ^^  ""  "r  "™- 

•*  behind  h«*ZL  ^^  "f  "^  ••  »-« 
l«»t,  neror  rwa,.         ^^  ""'"^  "bfcb.  once 


I 


w^ 


M 


-^  "'""*"^J»-««'  tie -V-Hjomo  ««»-«, 

ltd,  w»y,  OMdM,,-  In  Mid       TI-.  I      fr'^''^- 

«- 7«~r «...  ^rc^^*^  r«  rtt*"* 

DuU.  "»  ""ge  bedroom  occupied  bj  the 

locked    to    aet^    hu  ^^     Lucille  wa« 

ofhiabody.        ^^^  *^* '^^king  of  Uie  ,^ 

For  a  moment  the  drfit  of  th« * 

compawion  for  his  oonH^        i       *^*  '^^  «d 

the  fine  diip  w„  „„  a,^  ^^    ^ITI?^  *°"'' 
to  dissolution.  ^^     "**  *^  I>«»ing 

"-^tux^dhise^to^^^^^^ 


«M 


THE  KING'S  SIGNET 


explauAtion.  •^'«Ja«nt  m  if  for  mom 

perience  in  his  life  h^    ,    T      ProbaWy  no  «- 
»«*«<I  with  the  n«n«  gi4,  I»    ~  ,    ""  "°- 

ti»  ™y  which  fouowed  iSkit^nLr:^'*  *" 

0»^  DMcy  lie.  under  «„tenoe  in  the  Tow,  - 
wwweU  went  on,  "convicted  of  th.  hJi,  T^" 
hotd  Devio,  in  ,  duel— T  *  "''"' 

he-»n:tX^  "X-J.!-  .ttention  h«,  gone, 
»«"~«  O-oy  glanced  .ppe.Bngty  .»  g^,^ 


A  FBUrrLESB  ERRAND  „ 

nothing  be  done  to  rouae  him?* 
«Hi.  Grioe  of  Buckingham,  who  h«l  a  private 

««t  th«  he  hri  ,pp«„ri,  „„„  L^    ^^ 

permitted  to  enter  the  room. 

JjDucki,«h«a!    D.dy.a„yB«cki„gh„^G«.. 

"Yei,  Your  Qnce;  he  hatee  Cptain  Dam  .n.l 
h«  determined  hi>  death."  ^'  ^ 

»mj^Ud.  dropping  e«:h  w„rf  :^   ^a.^; 

I^da.  rtood  up ,  Ae  held  out  her  h«d.  .pp«,. 
tog^r.  "  You  c«.  „ve  him,  Your  G»ce.  vou'^JZ 
Ah!  do  you  not  «n«„,be,  how  kind  toT^^  ^• 

Jou«»«t»„yft^er..hou«,lJ:jSS 
now  I  am  a  mamed  woman,  I  have  my  chiMrau  I 
^yhu.h«^  -  EmotionchokeJCtSer' 
«te"o^  a  great  »b  came  up  in  her  th«.t 

ZT^  *^^  ^,  "^  '"V  the  doud.  which 
^•«^.r?"^ '-«"»'*«'•  At  length  he 
^Oh  ,^  "  '^  ^  ""*  =  what  c«,  I  do  ?- 

Vou  uJZr^'t^^r  r  ""  ""  '""•-™" 

power  with  the  Kmg  greater  than  hi> 


.>» 


■"■y  I  I  pwj  you  writ,  OB,  Um  to  Hi.  u.1^  t- 

r^r*8  •  W  *«*»«  wig  ^o^'kJS  «S 

I^eglarK«lat  the  Duke;  he  li«|  ^^  i^^o 
complete  unconadouMWM.  ^^ 

She  turned  away  with  «uA  « look  oo  her  fi«  th.t 
no  one  who  saw  it  would  ever  foi^  *^* 


^: 


r 


CHAPTER  X 

A  WILCOMS  vunx>i 

or  bdieve  in  the  dumge  which  hedZriTs!: 

^  "^'«*«P«i  their  &oe.  which  told  it.  own 
Only  a  week  now  renudiied  before  the  «,teB««« 

""  Moea  mmi  her  own  ui«rHn^»  -^ 


'^^■dMn.^hfcaaid.** 


apartment 


het^fTZi       *    ;,.    •  »«»t  go  to  the  fountain 
2S^  trr-^  «"  ^i«*3r  Imn-elf;  w.  C 


^«»W  with  His  Grace  of 
■«*Bed  with  the  King." 

m 


.     ,  hiuttelf 
Albemarle,  but 


we 


have 
majr 


THE  KINOES  NONET 

•^  ibanUIn  of  jurtict^»»  LodUt  ttrldntd, 
moMnbtriiv  what  W  hutbuid  thoi^t  m  to  tht 

third  mMln  tht  fetal  fr»y  J  -  but  bow  If  th«  fbunUIn 
ItMlflftalntMlf'* 

-God  forbW,"  iipUad  Dr.  PWtchwj  «Wt  ui  not 
btUtrt  it,  dmr  lady,  without  proof.** 

But,«]Mi  proof  of  a  kind,  at  any  rata  of  a  royal 
pwjudioa,  wat  immediattly  forthcoming.  Eflbrta 
wwB  made  by  my  Lord  Darcy  and  othera  of  high 
wnk,  oonn«jtioni  or  friend*  of  the  ikmily,  to  arrange 
an  Interview  with  Hin  Mi^«ty  without  lucoeM ;  the 
King  refWd  to  eee  either  Madam  DaR7  or  her 
brother-in-law. 

About  thii  time  King  Charles  moved  out  of 
London,  and  took  up  hif  nddence  at  Hampton 
Court;  it  was  announced  that  he  was  indispoeed, 
but  Mirtreie  Darcy  had  word  on  good  authority 
that  the  King*,  mahiit  wa.  of  the  spirit  ntiier  than 
of  the  flesh.  ITie  King  was  hedged  in  from  aU 
•coess  by  Robert  Dsrcy's  enemies,  inspind  by  one 
man,  and  by  the  reUtives  of  the  shun  nobleman,  as 
a  meadow  is  girt  about  by  a  quick-set  hedge. 

As  tiie  days  wore  on,  and  the  fatal  day  approached, 
LudDe's  heart  hty  like  lead  within  her  breast ;  she 
neither  ate  nor  slept;  her  limbs  dragged  heavily 
when  she  walked.  Robert  Darcy,  too,  whom  his 
wife  was  permitted  to  see  every  day,  but  still  not 
alone,  had  lost  aU  hope;  he  had  grown  very  tiiin 
and  stooped;  his  face  was  lined  with  care;  a  shadow 


MB 


A  WBLCOME  VIsrroB  ^ 

&tW.  *"**  ovtrbuflg  thdr 

One  day  LudUe  wm  dttW  fn  W  h«.wi«i     .. 
'H'.d  buried  lu  her  luwd..  wh2.  t      ,*'***^''  »»* 
do«r.«d  befo..  J^Td  X  ^'t  C7  •'  ^ 

the  room.    I^  '  '  ^^^ '^il  T*- "•*»*^  «»to 

with  ^iT  .      '^^  ^  *^^  «Jyg«e 

^wid^pen   .j«  in  wonderment  .t  th/ ^, 

^'    Even  preoccupied  lu  rf,e  wiu,d„,r  (^ 

t«U,  ^rZLTl    ^!:'^"P^  hershoulder: 

<«"*d,  die  h«I  diKwded  for  the  o«^i^    i?^^ 
omAmMit.    .kj^  occMion  all  thoee 

"™~»«t.»  which  women  of  Mnk  -«^  j 
Deriod  m«M«  41.  ^^'^  *™cted  at  thi. 

pwiod  more  than  any  other 

«oodofyou,''rf,e  added,  «  i«  very 

« Nay,"  the  rtranger  rephed ;   «  we  a«  fcnl*  ♦ 
«««»er  by  the  common  tie  of  womanhLT  it 
duty  to  a«i,t  one  another  and  ,  ^     °°** '  '*  ^»  ^ur 
puipoi*.-  '  *°**  '  ^•^^  «>me  for  that 

"Inwhatway?''LueiiJe„^^ 


THB  Kmo-B  nONET 

«ow  abt  cttine  ^  know  Um  «*««  «/  u       »•*»•«> 

"'«*«•    "I  do  not  know  toil''  tht  w«it  «« 

two  row.  of  pewlv  t«lk    „,«*""'***'«»»'Hng 
^•nno«„«r'^*^    "I  •«FW  Stuart," 

MQ  iived  .  life  of  aecluiion.  hearing  liitk  ofth. 

ffll«d  at  Ihi.^.?^        '^*'**^  «'  Richmond, 
pUoit  iHth  .  ^T  u    '"P^^^'W^ving  in  high 

**I  hare  never  gone  then.** 
Miti  Stuart  smiled :  the  mm- j, 

nw,  has  his  good 


^  «^d.  "and  the  King,*  believe 
«de  for  those  who  can  get 


M 
M 


to  it 


^^  g«»nt  it,"  Lucille  cried. 


r^^esence,  and  once  there 


cause. 


you  can  plead  your  own 


A  WEiooME  vurroa 


ihl-*"  •***'**  '^"yw  -» ..ui. «. 

-•"1/  i-t  .dgh, ,  ^IZSTSTn    !^"^ ""' 

•oo  mud,  iHn.,  ^  TI^TLT^^*^  '^« 

/»««•««•«  on*-  torilwflluk, 

"  I  m  iwdy  now !  •  Mirtw- niLr^  ,  , 

•*  -W  co^lh^.'^  ■»-'»»  «"  '111  not 

AlUnqgh  litU.  mon  ««„  tmrnt.  ij_ 
l>«)  *U  tl»  .«i«  1.      ■       "^V>  n»nce>  Stuart 
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htt  senred  in  the  smaU  dining-room  down-rtaira,  and 
tten  ^owed  her  maids  to  adorn  her  after  a  fuhion 

•he  had  thought  never  to  suffer  again ;  they  wonderinir 
giwttly,  meanwhile.  ^ 

In  hal^an-hour  LuciUe  rejoined  Miw  Stuart, 
handsomely  gowned  with  lace,  ribbons  and  rich 
silk. 

Miss  Stuart  looked  her  over  and  seemed  not  iU- 
pleased.  She  then  led  the  way  to  her  barge,  which 
was  rowed  by  men  dressed  in  her  livery. 

As  they  went  past  Teddington  Miss  Stuart  asked  • 
MIow  often  have  you  seen  the  King,  Mistress 
Darcy?** 

"On  two  occasions,"  Lucille  replied,  her  heart 
fluttering  as  she  thought  of  the  coming  opportunity, 
which  even  now  she  doubted  if  it  would  ever  he 
accorded. 

"I  sec  His  Majesty  every  day,''  Miss  Stuart  com- 
m^ited,  with  an  odd  litUe  uplifting  of  her  nose 
wWch  conveyed  nothing  to  LuciUe  sitting  by  her  side. 
^^  As  you  know,  he  is  not  a  beauty,  yet,"  she  added, 
are  there  beauties  not  so  handsome  as  he,  including 
His  Grace  of  Buckingham ! " 

What  Frances  Stuart  meant  by  this  enigma  LuciUe 
did  not  at  that  time  understand,  but  the  woitls  some- 
how  «^«i  back  her  mind  to  her  own  impressions, 
when  she  first  saw  Charles  a  fugitive,  wit  a  price  on 
his  head;  a  child  then,  she  had  first  thought  him 
plam,  ahnost  repulsive,  afterwards  his  attraction  had 


'»-.»■ 


'<i>ljA»'  -: 


■'■'(,'' 


sP' 


'f.r-. 


A  WELCOME  VISITOB  .^ 

«»>«ipeUed  her,  „  th«e  thougbt.  p«ed  ««-  K. 
"und,  ihe  laid  her  Unrf  „-  .k    ^^  ^~  °" 
which  rtiU  «,  Jtn^  h^  it?  "^f  "'P"'  «*■« 

«y  t.  the  King-,  j^  Jh^S.      mI^"!: 
»nduct«,  he,  eo™p»i.„  fc,  ,4:^  ^<^ 

of  Uughter  »d  the  «u«fa  ,,  ^ZTt  TeL^! 
A,  the  atefol  momedt  .pp«»ched  Mirt«»  IWr'. 

bnVber  into  the  P^t„rt,^Zg^.rlf  t 
succeeded,  would  His  M.i^..  ,.~«' '"^^  "  "he 
•I.!.  »  1  J  ""  «»  Majerty  luten  to  her?  Jt 
Uu.  &.led  she  knew  her  last  hope  wa.  ^\ 

&re:r"^'-"'»-"-^«i"ed:::;' 

Mi«  Stu«t  mmt  have  known  «,n,ethi„»  of  what 

you  wiU  be  with  tteKine     "nf '  .""""*" 

for  the  life  of  yonr  h^Sid."      ' '°'"  ""  '^""^ 


»  ^ 


.m  •  mii^0BiKj^»'i'  iiF^ri' 
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a«  looked  into  Locffl,',  m,  u  Uia  «„». 

"»*«««  »d  H*.  h.,  ,i2  hot  """^ 

TV7p«^  U««gt  ,,j^^  into  .k», 

"»I>ty  room,  act  ramid  with  ml^i^u     i^     ^ 

Duct  .  mT  .  ^  **"^  "^  Mirtm, 

w'i.JX  "^  """•"  "^  -"*  •«»-•• 
llH.  ««„d.  Of  waiting  «mri  uk,  ^„^ . 

to  her  fron.  dutmt  part,  of  the  PkUoe,  the -,hd„«l 
^'  «!««,  the  .hutting  .f  t2^^T^ 

»«taig,  eapeoaUy   nupenw.    She    inuuriD^i    tk-T 
^ordinu,  happening.  h.a  to  do  "rt::: 

™  'y-tomt  unhearf,  Lucille  havine  her  h^ 
tanied.  With  light  f„ot&Ud„cro«dU^^ 
"d  t^ped  h.rp„rt^  on  the  ZZr 

LucUk  rtarted.  d.e  wa.  »rt  .wa«  that  an,  one 
~»theroon.;«Jourd^hercheel..thrU: 

nfVT  ^'^^'"'"Jy'^  brother,  the  Duke 
ofYork,„thhim,  better  he  than  «,y  oje  elJi,! 
»  .  h«d  n^,  but  jurt,  and  not  e.«l/i„^^  t 
B"chngh«n  and  hi.  *t    Hu,  two^hrothTt.^ 


■  d^rmi 


A  WELCOME  V18ITOB  tgg 

.«r.-  ""  ''°**'  •"«  *^  i»tervi.w  i, 

op™  Hi.  stu^!  !r*K  ^  ^  '«'*•*«'  8~P 
quortloa       ^"""''^'"'^"'^"•Pl-angthe 

Wai.  Mu,  Stu«rt  replied.     "Come,  I  wffl  ,j,,  ^ 

^.  for  the  E:«  «d  ph^  ^..^   ^^^^ 
t»grth"  longer  than  w»  expected."  ' 

•ff**!  r"""*"  ^  ai<«nii»ted  by  diver  ]«,». 
™  ""**  "t--  daytime;  .t  the  former  e.^  .  d^ 
w-conceded  by . heavy curto,  ,  .4  ^^J^ 
frr'*-'"  "»»*■«  it,  ,hok  length  ;  «d™.  S^ 
^«..  «>d  «„,emberi„g  what  w.,  on  h^^ri^ 
Lualle  toolt  it  a.  an  omen  of  coorf  !,„„  j 
breathed  n..,e  freely  than  LlStJ^^  f 
left  the  baige.         "°™  *"«  ""^  done  «nce  the 

J^m  of  the  ehunber,  wa.  landing  befo„  the 

I^ea  hand  with  the  tip,  of  her  fiigen. 
iliey  were  in  the  presence. 


9r  i^v 
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8~W  their  X^e  ^"^  "f""*'  "'  «» !«* 

"ot  wuBly  conZei  ■''"^'  "^  »" 

«"«»",   d,e  h«l   been  .7.  .""  "P™  ""» 

put  on  a  rtately  ^^Z    \^  ^°^ '  "•»  "he 

-./.vero7po;xt~S'i„^ 


led 
bis 

Bt. 

lir 
e, 

• 
♦ 
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A  WELCOME  VI8ITOH  „, 

"^  »?  >»«^  of  Yoric  «d  my..,r    *^'* 
"But  w»,rT^  ^  '•""  darkened  vuribly. 

ftmce.  ShMrt  went  to  hi,  .id, ;  d»  Wd  ,  «n«, 
<»  1".  «m,  «rf  TOifed  into  hi.  er^^Art,  .  ^ 

Ch*r]J     ...  '*"***"  P"T»o»  to  fetch  her'' 

the  Z^  ^:^^  ^.t^r  '"S':"' '  -  >««»« 

ki«in«  the  W  i-  ?"'»«»«» it  to  hi.  lip., 
looUd  .rt.-  ?  "  *"«"•"  Mi-  StOTt  .S 
I^  g^!e!"""  "^  ^  '""«■«.  •'"'ough  her  ii^:   - 

Majerty's  j„.ti<«."  ^  "'  y°"  ™''J«*».  Your 


tf'&M  ..  ibi-'^Jiryb.'^- 


THE  KINOV  8IONET 

Til.  Bag-,  fce,  fc,^, 

JWpoj.  Mi-  8t».rt  »UM  r.rt.to  ,h.t  di. 
Ludll,  rtood  quit.  .uU  whU.  h«  du.„p,o„  tou 

bought  to  ».  th.  truth,  «Kl  «po«»'tI»  ^ 
•We;  ..  4.  watched  h«  c<»ftte,c.  ««d  .„,,  J 
!ZL  ,""'  the  »»g  «t  «Ue„.  hi.  &^ 

"«t.^  .  «owl  upo,  hi.  brow—hen  thi,  w«  „  h. 

-SrurL^  "T^  her  power  «rf  toftwK, 
«^tthto ,  nothing  of  K,ftne«.  nothing  of  viddine 
dK,w«l  itjdf  fa,  hi.  „„„te»nce  JZl,Ji^ 
•dow.    Mta Stuarf. bee  reflected  her di«ppofa,t. 
"Mitidw,  too,  ««li«d  th.t  die  hirf  foiled. 

Suddenly  MirtreM  IMrcy  lived  .grin  that «««  of 
yy  y«r.  .go  wh«,  thi.  man.  who  now  held  the 

^^r  ?!  '^J*'  «"  «»  !«..  W  given  her 
ttat  If  the  tune  dionld  ever  come  «k1  die  wm  in 
~.d  or  rt^t,  he  would  «p.y  the  debt  he  owed 
for  her  luastanoe  on  that  occMion. 
King  Charles  turned  to  the  Duke  of  Yoric : "  What 


■fPrT^- 


A  WELCOME  VI8m»  _^ 

The  King  took  no  notice,  I,ut  rtiU  irfd>««l  tin, 
iJuliefrom  over  hit  diouUer.    «Wli.t-« /   T 

!•«>  "flence  "iigned  through  the  room  •  tlie  t,n 
»om«,  held  their  broeth,  t,^.  ^^Z^  '^  1° 

;W»g<»theib„r.nor«ihe.vi„.,ith..^ 
J^  rl"J  "*"*'  '""■**  • '«« '"'•rv.I,  the  Duke 

«Ue  Boolt  .fccre..,  are, ',  Bfe  for  ,  life- 
^i^«.  mnoe.  8ti«rt,  «,  if  to  r^jirter  the  reply  „ 
At  that  «„^t  L^rille  nepped  forw«i    She 

un^ttnghjml    11»  word.  Mi«  Stoart  h«l  .p„k«, 
to  her  .n  the  „teroon.  suqjed  through  her  Zn: 


«•  THE  UNO'S  nONBT 

"r?*»  «.-»*  to  ih.  hj««  «K,  ZJTL 

^Wbo  i.  «.,.  Ud„,  u^  „^  ,^^,^  .^^ 
Aower,  to  die  on  Thunday." 
««^one  Lee,  in  the  County  of  Warwick  *» 

Ag»to  there  «u  rilcnoe.    LucUje  d__  »_„  „ 

flngeri  "he  held  it  up  before  him.  '^ 

"  You  gave  me  thi^  Si«,  younelf ,  you  b«l.  me. 


A  WELCOBIE  VISITOR  aoi 

*'7' '  7*  *»  »^  «»»•  to  you  for  Mwrtwc;  I 
•n  in  imd  now,  diw  need.-  -««««;  i 

-Wh«  WM  tWi  oooMiom-  th«  Duk.  of  York 
•J^-d,  «of  which  thi.  Udj  .pMk.  r 

yJ^l^l^^^'^'^'^''  «d  no  one  d« 
Z\^i  u^**^**^^  H.  .at  btck  In  hi. 
gmt  d^.  hi.  eye.  clo^I  aUnort  M  If  .deep,  ^. 
-»»ori«  w«.  rtlrring  in  him,  hi.  bmh,  bu^ 
"ciaiing  numy  hiJf.foqjotUn  Item,  of  Out  &r^ 

At  Ungth  he  -t  up.  md  Uid  hi.  iMUKloii  Bflrtiw. 

P^'*~^^  "So  jou  -«  th.  dJld  I  fo«»d 
to  the  pw*  w  opportunely  ?" 

"  Ye.,  8lrt- 

«I  o«d  my  Bbertjr    p.ri„^  »,  Ufe  to  ,«., 
««ttw.    Wh.t  ..id  my  brother  jurt  now  f 

A  lift  for  a  lift,"  MirtrMa    n._  j 

qnicUy.  """treM    Oucy   unrered 

"11«.  U.  verdict  d^  rt«d,  in  other  ««  ,h«, 
P^h.fat«Kled.-   H.maed,b.king.tLucine 

it!^-  '^^^'  I  «mot  let  you  pl«rf 

In  the  m«ntime,Mi»Stu«t.,uiclcto«t,  brought 
H.-    M.je.ty   .   «iting^k :    «y^  .j^^ 

8»^Ae«id; -the  King-.  me„y.ndth.*1^5 


•"  THE  KIN6V  NONET 

*•'*"***'••  »o«Mm.  tad  hllnd.'* 

"Voafcttar.RMo,!- 

to*  |Mpw  to  Ubtrw  Okicf  —m™ 

tbo  Tnw  ud  iia  will  »rf J^.  ""■""  " 

Th.  Bag  hdd  tb.  ring,  „rto«d  to  hta  ^  „ 

tW  hrf  «,t««L  •  ™*»' '"«»  «y  br  which 

Mto-  D„,y  wJkrf  lik.  on.  in  .  d,«„,  ^^ 
"^li«i»g  the  great  good  fortune  which  had  c^Z 
1-r.    Wh«.  they  «d«,  .  g^  k^"^  «- 
nver.  Mi-  Stuart  rtopprf  aJdT««3L 


A  WELCOME  vmroR         ios 

•^  »)r  b«g,.- At  .Id,  «|o  to  thi  TVmw .od 
»*<«  joar  bmbttML" 

"I  ««  nmr  Ui«k  pa  ««^  ....^  ^  ^ 

IT         ^  **  "^''  '^^  -^^  "J«i  l»»^ 
gif«  »•  h«&  «y  hiithMKl,  who  I.  to  ».  •mytWaa.- 

bot  ^?'i^  '•^  «^^^'  "**  '^^I 
Hit  Mnjirty ;  I  w«|  it  in  hi.  ««,  knowing  not  wUt 

•tfawd  W«  Jttrt  whei.  h.  i.  nort  to  bt  toodJ 

il*^r»2/ *^  ^J- -h«  hi.  Ikth.r*,  fcU 
•••"••a  impeDdiDg  ovtr  him." 

"It  WM  you,  oMukm.  who  brought  mt  to  him, 
timi  hjd  I  new  gone,"  LudU.  indrt*!,  « it  i.  you 

T^i  "^^^  the  tntmiM  of  my  hu.bMA    I 

^•nr  p»y  for  y«,,  p«y  3^  ^  ^  ^ 

b«Plrfn«t  to  which  I  am  going." 
Vnacm  Stuart  lUghtly  UudMd:  ««p-i.^  , 

jh.  «dd-.th«i  Ae  tu«rf.  «d  «lkd  «me  inrtruc. 
tion.  toW  hW  «^t  in  th.  b«gm  bidding  him 

I-ttdlle  ki«ed  her  hand  when  they  parted. 

"1 1|^  watch  over  the  King,- she  «dd,  « and  aee  no 
ft«h  order  i.  obt«ned  from  him  untU  you  have  your 
husband  «afe  away ;  Hi.  Grace  of  Buckingham  rfuOI 
not  have  acce«  to  him  for  a  while,  I  promi*  you.- 
^ojaying.  Ae  ran  up  the  terraced  walk  back  to  the 


WK  UNOH  nONET 

'*«m2  wTm  ^  r^  •  *•  J-*  *-•  «•» 

Ht  kntlt  down  and  with  band  hmmA  uu  ^u 
n't*  .hiW  H«ad  rt«d  by.  p«Ut  .«rfJiJ^ 


.1.     '-kf 


CHAPTER    XI 


^TT" ""  ™« '>'•  UtU*  Mm  rtoot  Iw. 

I  do  »  Willi  to •«  fcOM, ,,^.  "™' 

bow  t«,  olgh  th,  child™,  lu«J  bJ^r»«^ 
"V  wliUe  th.  night  ^pprotd^  ud  th.  huB. 


w<'; 


'-*  ^  ""--  '  .^JKn 


toe  THE  KING'S  SIGNET 

It  WM  pitch  dark  whm  the,  ««hd  th«  rtidn 

i:*'«^,*«^t°"'G.U.ttheTow.r.    ll^ 

•«t,iDU»g  J<,„g  th.  river,  ,be«  othtt  U™. 
"d  l«B.r  dup.  _,«  B.<K«d,  the  tide  «.3 

rk    «r^  "P^  '8»i™t  the  rton.  bulwri,, 
of  the  ftowning  building. 

h.»  U*'J?'^*  r""^  ft«»  hi.  lodge,  «,dd 
ha«  W  then,  retim,  iig«n  in  the  morning;  he 

•upper,  «d  mart  on  no  «x»unt  be  distorbed.  But 
MittoM  D«cy  had  gone  through  too  much,  and 
^ned  her  ind.  too  h«d]y,  to  be  turned  b^Te.^. 
by  tte  »ye«  &c  of  the  janitor  of  the  Lower  Gate. 

I  ain  from  the   King,"  d,e  cried,  "and  Hi. 
Majerty'8  enand  brook,  no  delay." 

..^K  "!t  ■""  "^"^  *^*^  Harold  wa.  wide- 
««ke  ly  th«  time,  clinging  to  hi.  mother',  h«rf, 

1%  waited  in  the  lodge  until  Sir  Balph  came  to 
them,  ™q,ri«d  «h1.  .t  &rt,  «,mewJ.Z^ 
^^^y^^  When  he  „w  who  it^J^' 
M,rtr«  D«^  told  her  new^  Aowing  the  docl«,t, 

fi*  "a.  a  rtately  gentleman,  «,d  wmewhat  dirtuit 
of  manner,  a.  became  hi,  office. 
«  Ney«  dnJl  I  give  up  a  priwner  more  willingly. 

a  head,  ««1  h,,  heart  too  true,  fo.  J«  fr.»e  to  whid. 


-.^■*^mi    «»<v^'S..]L  -r4^' 
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h.  w«  d«tin«l  by  the  .jdic,  of  hi.  ««,i«,  ^ 
the  ariw-u^^  of  the  Ki^,,  j^^.         ">  "«> 

A.  Uii,  .f^U  . :  :tle  Harold  begm  to  cry,  aether- 
Ing^,,  ..hing  *.  ,  the  tone.  nZ^th..^'^^ 
of  th.  p^:^  ,rf  Sir  lUlph-.  ,e»„ri.  When  i« 
«w  the  Lieutenrnt  of  the  Tower  hoU  „„  the  heew 
i^  of  ^y.  be  c«ri«l  to  hi.  h«Hl.  the^child  cl  J 
to  h»  mother  more  clo.ely ,  Ae  bent  over  him  Ji 

Jit  :.  .n  well,  ftuold.  derii^,  el«  I  h«l  not 

TtlJZ-  ":""  'o'^'  y-'fttter  Uck  with 
"",  by  the  King's  command." 

So  they  went  on,  Mowing  Sir  Ralph.  LudUe's 
h^gre^  hot^  then  cold,  then  hot  again,  when  *W 
P-sed  along  the  dimly-lit  parage  and  up  the  sto^ 

^^i*^^?!^  °^P^*"  ^'  iron.bar«d  door,  while 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  selected  a  key  fiom  the  buHch. 
Never  had  Robert's  dreadful  fete  appeared  so  near, 

^  T^L"  !  ?  ^'  "^'"^  ^^^'^  ^  ^^  dick  of 

The  Lieutenant  threw  the  massive  gate  open,  and 
motiomng  for  them  to  enter,  dr.w  it  bacHgain 
after  them,  himself  standing  without 

hi  ^^1  T  "**^  **"  *  ^^'^  ^«^«°  "rtool.  with 
bis  hack  to  Uie  entrance,  reading  by  the  dim  lirfit  of 

«  od-lamp  in  the  very  Latin  version  of  the  PWdms, 
from  which  he  had  transcribed  a  passage  wh^ 
'mrte  to  Lucille,  *^^  "* 


*»  THE  nNG-B  SIGNET 

Hi.  A«jU«  w«,  bowrf.  ..d.  in  hi,  d«^ 

He  did  not  lool.  URdoulrtlo,  thinldng  ,  w«d» 

lad  come  witli  hi.  nipper.  ™™^  •»»«*r 

UKille  w«,t  «,d  Imdt  by  hi,  ride,  eml«dng  him 

WfcUen  b«k,  herclod,  dipping  fto„  her  diould^ 
HmoW  crept  to  hi.  fcther'.  Imee,  «,  he  w«  .^T  .' 
to  do.  ^'  "*"'' 

Rob«t  Darey  held  hi.  wife  i„  hi.  mn,  „d  lu«ed 
h«  on  h.ir.  «„i  eye.,  „d  lip..  „d  Um^tTttT^ 
held  her  .t  am,.Me„gth,  <md  «id :  "™" '  "^  •» 
r^'^J  "?  '^'  '"'"'eart,  it  i,  more  fit  for  the 

aingnasKint  me  to  bring  you  away.    Ohi  Hoh«+ 
^^fteelfiee^P^to^/ehoi^^ 

ate  moment,  which  p.«ed  after  thi.  are  ahnort 
b^  de«ripti„n;  the  „™Won  of  ^TT 
^  of  the  g„.t  Io«i,  the  infinite  t^'Z 
•eumon   within  tho*  wall.,  which  W  «,  o^ 
witne^ed  the  tragedy  J2>p^        ""^  «•  often 

lT>e  three  p..«d  out    Sir  ftjph  Abercremby 
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rfKKA  apUin  Ikn7  warinly  l7  the  h«Ki ;  the  two 
m«  PJ^  with  mutual  wnpect  and  gratification  on 
ootn  ndes. 

Robert  breathed  more  freely  when  the  night  wind 
from  the  river  pUyed  upon  hi.  face,  as  he  Mt  in  the 
barge,  ho  ding  Harold  cuddled  againrt  his  thoulder. 
hi.  wife  doae  to  hi.  .ide ;  prayer  was  on  his  lip.  «,„J 
m  hi.  heart,  a  fervent  thanksgiving  for  that  Providence 
whic^  had  brought  him  out  of  the  darkne«  of  the 
Valley    into  the  light  once  more. 
They  sUyed  but  one  night  at  their  Kingston 
house.     It  reminded  them  too  vividly  of  «U  they 
had  gone    through.    The  next    day,  escorted  1^ 
armed  servants  riding  before  and  behind  the  coach 
the  whole  party   started   for   Gnmgeland  Abbey! 
Anne   Pembery  was  restored    to  her  fother,  now 
returned  to  his  place  of  business. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  never  croned  Captain 
I>««7^.  path  again ;  there  came  a  time  when,  broken 
m  health  and  fortune,  a  ruined  and  hopeless  man,  he 
crept  to  one  of  his  own  farmsteads,  and  there  lay 
dowBtodie.    One  morning  he  was  visited  by  a  man 
^th  white  hair,  shaggy  white  eyebrows,  his  back 
l>Bnt,  but  stem  as  ever;  Ebenezer  Holden,  in  his 
aghty^ghth  year,  still  remembered  the  wrong  that 
had  been  done  him  aU  that  time  back.    Hestoodand 
looked  at  the  Duke  as  the  latter  tossed  upon  his  bed. 
The  end  has  come  for  you,"  he  said,"  as  I  fore- 
told It  would ;  may  God  foi^ve  you,  as  I  do.'^ 


«•  THE  Bsev  MONET 

"I  Jiop.,*  Iw  ,M,  «th»t  God  .Jli  «-_. 

Jt^r*  """^  *''*«  '»«»~«d  U.  wife 
throat  *^  "«>  w  long  been  about  her 

**I  must  get  you  another  rinir  awAo+k^^*.  i. 
«d.  "to  take  the  place  of  tiirF-  T^*^'    ^« 

g.™  you  J^/t  1""^  '•'^  '^  «-» H, 

JW.  pl««J  with  h«  .„„«,.  Robert  li^ed 
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